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Coronado and Conquest
JANET LECOMPTE

In 1940, during the cuarto-centennial of the Coronado expedition, New
Mexico celebrated with publications of narratives and papers relating
to the expedition, and in the process Francisco Vazquez de Coronado
became a full-blown conquistador, a statUs he had not earned. In the
first full-length biography of him, A. Grove Day called him "the last
of the great conquistadores" and characterized him fairly as a genuine
hero who suffered the misfortune of not finding gold. 1 Herbert E.
Bolton~s biography gilded Coronado with a veneer of glory that wore
thin in spite of Bolton's firm assertions in his favor. Bolton writes that
Coronado's entrada was analogous to those of "Pizarro, Almagro, Belalcazar, or Quesada ... Balboa, Alvarado, or Cortes," but he does not
call Coronado a conquistador, for he knew better. 2
Coronado was indeed not a great conquistador, but rather was a
Janet Lecompte,' who serves on the editorial board of this journal, is the author of
numerous articles on southwestern history as well as three books: Pueblo, Hardscrabble,
Greenhorn: The Upper Arkansas 1832-1856 (1978); Rebellion in Rio Arriba, 1837 (1985); and
Emily: The Diary of a Hard Worked Woman (1987). She is presently taking graduate course
work at Washington State University, Pullman.
1. A. Grove Day, Coronado's Quest: The Discovery of the Southwestern States (Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1940), xv.
2. Herbert E. Bolton, Coronado on the Turquoise Trail: Knight of Pueblos and Plains
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1949), 395.
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great discoverer. The difference is more than a semantic quibble. It
involves a body of belief, assumptions, conditions, and ceremonials
connected with New World conquest. The Spanish concept of conquest
developed during the Reconquista, a centuries-long war between Christians and Moors over control of the Iberian peninsula. The concept
was carried to the West Indies in the fifteenth century, and brought to
glorious fulfillment in Hernan Cortes' brilliant, bloody conquest of
Mexico in 1519-1520. The concept served to justify war and conquest,
and to salve the conscience of the King and the mission of the Church.
Christians who fought wars against non-Christians could justly destroy
or enslave those who refused conversion, and acquire title to their
lands and resources. If these non-Christians submitted to Christianity
and to the monarch, however, they became free vassals of the king
like other Spaniards, secure against slavery and seizure of lands. 3
The procedure of conquest was first, to discover a land with many
natives and copious resources; second, to subjugate the natives in order
to use them as free laborers for the Spanish settlers; and third, to create
a colony and a government for administering donation of lands and
allotments of Indian labor (repartamientos) to settlers. Only in this way
could the benefits of conquest last longer than the time it took the
conquistadors to fight their way in, kill off the natives, grab the booty
and leave with it. Cortes, in his wisdom, quickly imposed Christianity
and a Spanish framework of government on the Aztecs, creating a
Spanish colony that lasted three hundred years. An example of the
dangers of failing to develop a labor force was the devastation of the
Caribbean islands following the hit-and-run visits of Spaniards. Twenty
years after Spanish occupation of Hispaniola the native population was
wiped out by disease, greed, war, and mistreatment, rendering the
land undeveloped and of little value. 4
The concept of conquest demanded that native land and the native
labor force provide wealth for the crown and souls for the church. Men
of the Coronado expedition were looking for gold, status, land, and
perhaps adventure, and these personal motives must be distinguished
from the goals of the crown and the church. Status and self-esteem
were of the greatest importance to a Spaniard. Becoming a successful
conquistador was nearly as effective as noble birth in acquiring status.
3. Lyle N. McAlister, Spain and Portugal in the New World 1492-1700 (Minneapolis:
University of Minnesota Press, 1984), 51-52, 77-79.
4. J. H. Elliott, "The Spanish Conquest," Leslie Bethell, ed., Colonial Spanish America
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1987), 16-17; McAlister, Spain and Portugal,
89-91; Franklin W. Knight, The Caribbean: The Genesis of a Fragmented Nationalism (New
York: Oxford University Press, 1978), 25-30.
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Francisco Pizarro, Nuno de Guzman, and others were mostly of undistinguished or low birth, and gained not only riches ~social standing by their conquests. Coronado's background was different; he was
not only well-born (although a younger son) but well-married to the
richest woman in Mexico, whose father was said to have been an
illegitimate son of King Ferdinand. Coronado had more than his share
of status before his expedition was launched, which perhaps reduced
his motivation to become a successful conquistador. So Pedro de Castaneda, a member of the expedition, suggested when he wrote that
Coronado's meri "were unfortunate in having a captain who left in
New Spain estates and a pretty wife, a noble and excellent lady, which
were not the least causes for what was to happen."5
Francisco Vazquez de Coronado was thirty years old when he led
his expedition north from Mexico. He had come to America because
he was a younger son of a prosperous man and had low financial
expectations. To achieve the wealth and prestige every Spaniard believed was his due, Francisco would need all the considerable charm
. and intelligence he possessed. Like his brother, whose portrait is extant, Francisco was probably handsome and perhaps blond (much admired in Spain). By the time he was twenty-five, he had already climbed
high, to the very court of King Charles V, where he knew the highborn Don Antonio de Mendoza. In 1535 the king appointed Mendoza
viceroy of New Spain, with power over that colony nearly equal to
that of the monarch himself. When Mendoza sailed for Mexico, Coronado was of his entourage. 6
During Mendoza's thirty-year reign as viceroy he extended and
consolidated the structure of royal government in New Spain, and put
down or negotiated the dangerous revolts of the growing colony. His
goals for the viceroyalty of New Spain were to protect Indians and
increase revenues, two aims that Mendoza himself recognized as mutually exclusive, and yet he was largely successful. Mendoza was a
great viceroy, perhaps the .greatest of New Spain.?
Coronado became Mendoza's best friend and protege. Through
Mendoza's patronage and his own efforts, the young man rapidly.
5. P~dro de Castaneda, "Narrative of the Expedition to Cibola, Undertaken in 1540,
in Which Are Described All Those Settlements, Ceremonies, and Customs. Written by
Pedro de Castaneda of Naxera," in George P. Hammond and Agapito Rey, Narratives of
the Coronado Expedition 1540-1542 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1940),
1-3,202.
6. Bolton, Coronado, 19-20.
7. Peggy Liss, Mexico Under Spain, 1521-1556: Society and the Origins of Nationality
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1975), 58; "Introduction," Hammond and Rey,
Narratives of the Expedition, 1-4; McAlister, Spain and Portugal, 188-89.
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advanced from such minor positions as inspector of mines and roads
to member of the town council of Mexico City in 1538. He married
Dona Beatriz de Estrada, rich and beautiful daughter of the late treasurer of New Spain. From his mother-in-law he received a gift of half
the Indian labor of Tlapa, south of Mexico City. From Juan de Burgos,
who wished to return to Spain, he obtained the Indians of two more
villages, increasing his personal fortune. R
Late in 1538 the viceroy appointed Coronado governor of the western coastal province of New Galicia. His predecessor as governor was
Nuno de Guzman, conquistador of New Galicia and founder of the
frontier town of Culiacan. Guzman's barbaric treatment of the native
Indians had caused them to flee to the mountains. Coronado had persuaded the Indians to return to their homes and plant maize, and he
wrote the king that he hoped to win over all the Indians still in revolt.
Mendoza therefore had reason to expect that Coronado would treat all
Indians well, and he began evaluating Coronado as a leader for a new
expedition to the north, should Mendoza himself choose not to reap
this potential glory.9
Among Coronado's duties as governor was to outfit an expedition
led by the Franciscan friar, Marcos de Niza, investigating stories of
wonders and riches to the north. The story that interested the viceroy
was that of Seven Cities of Gold, a legend that floated from country
to country, century after century, until it paused for a time in New
Spain. Its source in New Spain was Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca, who
had landed with Panfilo de Narvaez's expedition on the Florida coast
and journeyed through much of the southern part of North America,
ending up a few years later as one of four survivors of Narvaez's force
in Culiacan and Mexico City. Cabeza de Vaca did not mention the Seven
Cities in his narrative, but his reports of fine lands and large cities to
the north suggested the ancient legend to imaginative minds. 1O
8. "Introduction," Hammond and Rey, Narratives of the Expedition, 2-3; Day, Coronado's Quest, 23-26.
9. "Letter Written by His Excellency, Don Antonio de Mendoza, Viceroy of New
Spain, to His Majesty, the Emperor. 1539," Hammond and Rey, Narratives of the Expedition,
50-53. Arthur S. Aiton, Mendoza's biographer, writes that Coronado's report of his first
years as governor shows the limitations of the young man's capabilities: His performance
as governor lacked energy and imagination, he failed to manage the levy of Indian
tribute, and allowed abuses that caused his political downfall and instigated a later
investigation. Arthur S. Aiton, ed., "Coronado's First Report on the Government of New
Galicia (Original in Seville AGI Audiencia de Guadalajara Leg. 5)," Hispanic American
Historical Review, 19 (August 1939), 307, 309.
10. Cyclone Covey, ed., Cabfza de Vaca's Adventures in the Unknown Interior of America
(New York: Collier Books, 1961), 12.
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Fray Marcos de Niza, as depicted in a drawing by Jose Cisneros in Cleve
Hallenbeck, The Journey of Fray Marcos de Niza (1949). Courtesy of Southern
Methodist University Press.
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Viceroy Mendoza's instructions to Fray Marcos were to go north
to unknown lands, observe the people and the nature of the country.
Take possession of the land, ordered Mendoza; draw up documents
and set up markers for that purpose, and explain to the natives that
there is only one God in heaven and one emperor on earth to whom
they must all submit. Mendoza's instructions/~entioned neither gold
nor the Seven Cities of Cfbola. ll
/
The barefoot friar and his party went north, but how far north
has been disputed-many historians ihsist that Fray Marcos never got
within hundreds of miles of Cfbola. Nevertheless, his report describes
Cfbola as a city of multi-storied houses and many people, whose "riches"
consisted of strings of turquoises, bright-colored feathers, and welltanned hides, which is reasonably accurate. 12
When Fray Marcos first arrived at Culiacan and told Coronado
about Cfbola and reports of gold at other cities he heard about, Coronado sent Captain Melchior Dfaz and Juan de Zaldivar with a dozen
good men to look for these places. Then Coronado and Fray Marcos
went to Mexico City to tell the viceroy about Cfbola, and Mendoza
decided to send an expedition there. In the meantime Dfaz and Zaldivar
returned with the bad news that they had gone as far as the ruin of
Chichilticale, 220 leagues to the north, and had found nothing worth
mentioning. 13
The bad news began to spread and men were reluctant to sign up
for Mendoza's expedition to Cfbola. To counteract the bad news ("clear
the clouds," said Fray Marcos) and promote recruitment, the friar began
to spread good news, "assuring them that what they would see would
be fine and that he had been there and would lead the army to a land
where they could fill their hands with wealth."14
Fray Marcos' "good news" about Cibola spread rapidly in Mexico,
and came to encompass a large walled city with temples of idols, and
walls covered inside and out with precious stones such as emeralds,
where men wore girdles of gold, and camels and elephants abounded.
Recruitment soared. The number of men clamoring to be chosen for
Coronado's expedition was so great that Mendoza had to answer charges
that the expedition would dangerously depopulate New Spain. Several
11. "Instructions of the Viceroy to Fray Marcos de Niza, November, 1538," Hammond and Rey, Narratives of the Expedition, 58-62.
12. "Report of Fray Marcos de Niza," Hammond and Rey, Narratives of the Expedition,
63-82; David J. Weber's introduction in Cleve Hallenbeck, The Journey of Fray Marcos de
Niza (Dallas: Southern Methodist University Press, 1987), xx-xxvii, 21, 33-34.
13. Castaneda, "Narrative," 204-5.
14. Ibid., 205.
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hundred of the men who rushed to sign up were new immigrants,
landless, unemployed, unmarried young aristocrats of the city of Mexico whom Mendoza's report identified as "the people who are going
to settle New Galicia with Francisco Vazquez Coronado, its Governor."IS
For his "good news" about Ciliola, Fray Marcos has suffered centuries of martyrdom at the hands of journalists and historians who
have (with justification) called him a liar, but his intention-s may have
been nothing more than to make Coronado's expedition possible by
increasing recruitment of men. Nevertheless, when Coronado saw 0bola he wrote Mendoza that Fray Marcos "has not told the truth in a
single thing that he said" (which was not the truth, either). Castaneda
wrote that the curses the men hurled at Marcos "were such that God
forbid they may befall him," and that he was obliged to return to Mexico
for his own safety. 16
Like all Spanish expeditions of conquest, Coronado's was mounted
with private funds. Coronado himseif invested fifty thousand ducats
and Mendoza added another sixty thousand ducats besides what other
wealthy men invested. Many recruits bought their own outfits costing
as much as a thousand pesos each. To those who could not afford their
own arms, provisions, and horses, Mendoza made loans. 17
Mendoza chose Coronado as leader of this important expedition
for several reasons. Coronado was Mendoza's best friend at court.
Mendoza considered Coronado "clear-minded, able, and of good judgment, in addition to being the caballero [gentleman] that he was."18
Furthermore, Coronado had exhibited daring and initiative in several
assignments. He had put down a revolt of Negro slaves in Amatepeque;
he had organized the journey of Fray Marcos de Niza to explore the
Northern Mystery; and he had led an ambitious but unsuccessful expedition to Topira, a region northeast of Culiacan reputed to be defended by men in golden armor. 19 Moreover, as governor of New Galicia
15. "Report by the viceroy of New Spain, Don Antonio de Mendoza, Concerning
the People Who Are Going to Settle New Galicia with Francisco Vazquez Coronado, Its
Governor," February 21, 1540; and "Hearing on Charges of Depopulating New Spain,"
Hammond and Rey, Narratives of the Expedition, 109-16; Castaneda, "Narrative," 201-2.
16. Castaneda, "Narrative," 208; letter of Coronado to Mendoza, August 3, 1540,
Hammond and Rey, Narratives of the Expedition, 170.
17. Elliott, "The Spanish Conquest,~ 29-30; McAlister, Spain and Portugal, 99-100.
Coronado's salary as governor was only fifteen hundred ducats a year, but his lucrative
marriage probably made his investment possible. See Hammond and Rey, Narratives of
the Expedition, 56.
18. Castaneda, "Narrative," 200.
19. Ibid., 199-200.
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Coronado had saved San Miguel de Culiacan, the province's frontier
settlement, from abandonment because of Indian hostility after Guzman's ravages. 20
Mendoza's instructions to Coronado as commander of the expedition to Cfbola ordered him to protect and defend the lands and
natives he discovered, to see to it that his people follow and accept
him as their captain general, to obey him, to respond to and perform
his commands, and to come when they were called, or face whatever
penalties Coronado stipulated. Mendoza also granted Coronado the
power to appoint or dismiss his captains; to hear civil and criminal
cases among Spaniards, or natives, or both; and ordered him to comply
to the letter with instructions concerning good treatment of the natives
incumbent on "persons who go to discover and pacify new lands, as
you are doing."21
Mendoza's instructions to Coronado seem to be describing a young
commander who had not yet won the respect of his men. Mendoza
seems to doubt that Coronado could fill the role of a tough, ruthless,
cunning conquistador. Coronado was popular with his men-"the most
beloved and best obeyed leader who has ever ventured forth in the
Indies," wrote Castaneda, a member of the expedition and a sharp
critic of many of Coronado's decisions. 22 But having written that, Castaneda's narration shows incidents when Coronado was not obeyed,
culpably unaware of what his men were doing, or giving orders that
led to bad treatment of Indians. These lapses in leadership and discipline noted by Castaneda also formed the charges of which Coronado
was later accused and finally acquitted. Mendoza was taking a big
chance on this essentially untried commander.
As in his instructions to Fray Marcos, Mendoza's instructions to
Coronado said nothing about gold. The viceroy's heavy investment in
the expedition would indicate that he expected a profit, but his instructions suggest that the profit was to come not from easy riches but
from the land and its development. 23
Coronado's "army" was a straggling column of 225 men on horseback and 62 afoot, with a few wives and children. The "soldiers" were
not trained or uniformed military men but volunteers; there were no
20. Letter of Coronado to the Emperor, July 15, 1539, Hammond and Rey, Narratives
of the Expedition, 48.
21. Appointment of Coronado as Commander of the Expedition to Cibola, January
6, 1540, ibid., 84.
22. Castaiieda, "Narrative," 265.
23. Appointment of Coronado as commander of the expedition to Cfbola, January
6, 1540, Hammond and Rey, Narratives of the Expedition, 85-86.
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ranks or files, no military formations or maneuvers. Their clothing and
equipment was motley. Some men went to battle in a suit of plate
armor-Coronado, at least, wore gilded armor that made him a target
at a battle at Cfbola. Others had chain mail or pieces of it to protect
their arms or vital parts; many wore cuirasses (breastplates) to battle.
The infantry wore coats of tightly-quilted cotton as armor, an Aztec
idea copied by Cortes for his own men. All wore buckskin coats except
the Indian allies, whose scanty clothing would become an important
issue in the expedition. The men were armed with crossbows and
harquebuses, swords and daggers, bows and arrows, lances, pikes,
and clubs; there were a few small cannon. 24
Indian volunteers, perhaps as many as 1,300 including some women
and children, accompanied the expedition as hostlers, herdsmen, messengers, and fighters. These "allies" were specifically exempted from
service to the Spaniards, and free to leave whenever they wished. Four
friars who are identified accompanied the expedition, and others who
are unidentified, as well as 2 Indian oblates. The expedition had 1,500
animals, including 559 horses mentioned in the muster roll, and about
twice that number according to men. of the expedition. Besides horses
there were a few dogs, and a walking commissary of cattle, swine,
and sheep. 25
In the meantime preparations were made for a fleet of two ships
and a sea-going sloop under Captain Hernando de Alarcon to sail up
the Gulf of California to the mouth of the Buena Guia (Colorado River),
and as far up that river as he could, contacting Coronado at all points
to deliver provisions, gear, trade goods, iron, and other supplies, apparently for settlement. Alarcon never did manage to contact Coronado, but he befriended the Cocopas by passing himself off as the son
of the sun, and wrote a fine cultural description of these Yuman people. 26
Emphasizing the importance of the Cfbola expedition, Viceroy
Mendoza himself traveled with his entourage 110 leagues north from
Mexico to Compostela to review the army. He addressed the men of
the expedition, reminding them of the allegiance they owed Coronado
24. Muster Roll of the Expedition, ibid., 87-108; F. S. Curtis, Jr., "Spanish Arms and
Armor in the Southwest," New Mexico Historical Review, 2 (April 1927), 107-33.
25. "Introduction," Hammond and Rey, Narratives of the Expedition, 8-12; Arthur S.
Aiton and Agapito Rey, "Coronado's Testimony in the Viceroy Mendoza Residencia," New
Mexico Historical Review, 12 (July 1937), 314.
26. "Relation of the Navigation and Discovery Undertaken by Captain Hernando
de Alarcon by Order of His Excellency, Don Antonio de Mendoza, Viceroy of New Spain,
Given at Colima, a Harbor of New Spain," Hammond and Rey, Narratives of the Expedition,
124-55.
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and the benefits of conversion of the natives and conquest of the land
(but he apparently did not mention gold). The next day the army set
out for Culiacan where citizens greeted the men with a mock battle
and other joyful demonstrations. There the main body of the army
would remain until May. On April 22, 1540, Coronado left for Cibola,
350 leagues north, with a vanguard of seventy-five horsemen, thirty
footmen, the four friars, and provisions for eighty days.27
Seventy-seven days later they came within sight of the multi-storied houses of one of the towns of Cibola (Zuni). Without taking a day
to determine the nature or customs of the Indians, Coronado became
involved in war with them. Coronado's impatience worked against the
success of the expedition, and Il1;any of his subsequent problems were
caused by his ignorance of Indian character. In contrast, Cortes' success
depended on his careful investigation of "whether [a country] is inhabited, and if so by what kind of peoples, and what religion or rite
they have, and upon what they live, and what there is in the land...."28
Without hesitation, Coronado sent a notary to read the Requerimiento to those assembled. The Requerimiento was a document drawn
up in 1514 by the Royal Jurist to be read to natives through a translator
and in presence of a royal official. It was an essential tool in the early
Spanish conquests, meant to prove to the Indians that Spain had a
legal right to their land and to their obedience as vassals, in return for
which they were entitled to justice and good government. 29
By 1540 the Requerimiento was considered an absurd piece of red
tape and was abolished in 1542, too late to avoid its application at
Cibola. Coronado ordered it to be read to the Indians, and translated.
Beginning with God's creation of the world, the Requerimiento related
how the power of Christianity had proceeded from Jesus Christ to
Saint Peter, thence to the present pope who had donated America to
the Spanish Crown. If the Indians accepted this document as true,
Spaniards could not enslave them; if not, "we shall do all the harm
and damage that we can as to vassals who do not obey and refuse to
receive their lord. 1130 The historian Oviedo, a notary who had read the
document to other natives, drolly commented, "it appears to me that
these Indians will not listen to the theology of this Requirement ..."
27. Castaneda, "Narrative," 202-8.
28. Letter of Cortes to King Charles V, 1537, in Tzvetan Todorov, The Conquest of
America: The Question of the Other, translated by Richard Howard (New York: Harper and
Row, 1984), 175.
29. McAlister, Spain and Portugal, 78-79, 90.
30. Ibid., 90, 103; Todorov, Conquest of America, 146-49.
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Francisco Vazquez de Coronado, as shown in a detail from the mural by Gerald
Cassidy in the Federal Building, Santa Fe. Courtesy of Museum of New Mexico,
negative number 20206.

and Fray Bartolome de Las Casas wrote that he did not know whether
to laugh or cry after he had seen it. 31
Naturally, the Indians "paid little attention to it." Coronado's explanation for their indifference was "since we were few in number,
they would have no difficulty in killing US."32 Doubtless the Indians of
Ciliola understood enough to see that their choice was peace or war,
and they chose war. As they began to shoot arrows at the Spaniards;
Coronado forbade an attack upon them. But when the arrows landed
almost at the heels of the horses, Coronado ordered the battle cry,
"Santiago!" The Spaniards charged, putting the Indians to flight and
taking possession of the pueblo. 33
Inside the pueblo the Spaniards "found something we prized more
31. Todorov, Conquest of America, 148-49.
32. Coronado's letter to Mendoza, August 3, 15.40, Hammond and Rey, Narratives
of the Expedition, 168.
33. Castaneda, "Narrative," 208.
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than gold or silver, namely, maize, beans, chickens [turkeys], and salt."34
From that time on, the Indians supplied the Spaniards with food and
other necessities, willingly or not. In a few days some Indians returned,
bearing gifts and professing interest in Christianity, or so the Spaniards
read their signs. The next day, to the Spaniards' surprise, the Indians
packed up their goods and took refuge in the cliffs. 35 One writer's
theory for this mysterious and inconsistent behavior is that the arrival
of the strangers had interrupted summer solstice ceremonies carried
on both in the nearby mountains and at the Pueblo of Hawikuh, where
the Indians had first fought the Spaniards. 36
Coronado had been instructed to explore the region, and he sent
out one exploring party after another. In mid-July Don Pedro de Tovar
left for the Hopi villages; from there he sent Don Garda Lopez de
Cardenas, his right-hand man, to explore the Tizon (Colorado) River.
Cardenas and his men reached the rim of the Grand Canyon of the
Colorado before returning. Parties were sent north, south, and east to
investigate other pueblos, but except for Alarcon's report, "Relacion
del Suceso" and "Jaramillo's Narrative," no other daily accounts of
participants of Coronado's expedition have come to light. We are dependent upon Castaneda's account of twenty years later and various
short reports, testimony, and letters for details of the expedition. 37
In September a young war captain whom the Spaniards called
Bigotes ("moustaches") came with gifts from Cicuye (Pecos), the pueblo
east of the mountains on the Pecos River. With Bigotes as guide, Captain Hernando de Alvarado visited Acuco (Acoma), Tiguex (the Tiwa
villages on the Rio Grande near Albuquerque), and Cicuye where he
. -was .greeted with joy and presented with gifts of clothing and turquoises. 38 ..• ~" •
While Alvarado was on his journey, Lopez de Cardenas went to
TIguex to prepare winter quarters for the army, now enroute to Cfbola.
Indians of the Tiguex pueblo of Alcanfor (or Coofor) gave up their
village to the Spaniards, willingly according to Coronado and Cardenas, but compelled to do so according to Castaneda. 39'
34. "Traslado de las Nuevas," August 3, 1540, Hammond and Rey, Narratives of the
Expedition, 181.
35. Letter of Coronado to Mendoza, ibid., 174.
36. J. Wesley Huff, "A Coronado Episode," New Mexico Historical Review, 26 (April
1951), 119-27.
37. Castaneda, "Narrative," 214-19; for Alarc6n's report, "Relaci6n del Suceso" and
"Jaramillo's Narrative," in Hammond and Rey, Narratives of the Expedition. See Day,
Coronado's Quest, 381-83 for a discussion of Coronado sources.
38. Castaneda, "Narrative," 217-20.
39. "Testimony of Francisco Vazquez de Coronado on the Management of the Ex-
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In November, 1540, the main army under Captain Tristan de Arellano arrived from Culiacan at Cibola and then proceeded to Tiguex
where they occupied the pueblo of Alcanfor. The winter was cold, the
Rio Grande was frozen solid, and the Indian allies were suffering for
lack of clothing. Coronado ordered the Indian cacique to provide three
hundred or more blankets, feather cloaks, quilts, and skins from the
Tiguex pueblos. Despite the chief's objection that this was a matter for
all the chiefs to discuss, Coronado would not wait, but sent out his
men to the twelve pueblos to collect the blankets, even off the Indians'
backs. Coronado later testified that the garments were purchased with
trade goods but Lopez de Cardenas said that some Indians gave freely
and others against their will. 40
During the collection of winter clothing one of the Spaniards left
his horse with a Pueblo'Indian while he entered the pueblo and raped,
or threatened to rape, the man's wife. The outraged husband could
not identify the Spaniard later, but he recognized the horse he had
held. The owner of the horse denied everything, and the matter was
dropped. Lopez de Cardenas testified that he could not find proof that
the soldier had raped the woman, or he would have punished him;
Coronado said he never heard of this incident until he returned from
Quivira. 41
The Spaniards' offenses against Tiguex incited the Indians to revolt.
After killing one herder and wounding another, they drove off many
of the horses. Coronado, his captains, and men surrounded the pueblo
where the woman had been outraged and besieged it until the natives
came out of the Pueblo and laid down their arms. Lopez de Cardenas
then ordered two hundred stakes driven into the ground onto which
thirty-five or so Indians were tied and burned alive. The remaining
Indians rushed out to defend themselves, and were all lanced or stabbed
to death by the Spaniards, who then set the pueblo afire and destroyed
it. 42
Later testimony of both Coronado and Lopez de Cardenas about
.. pedition," September 3, 1554, Hammond and Rey, Narratives of the Expedition, 329; "His
Majesty's Fiscal vs, Don Garcia Ramirez de Cardenas, Resident of Madrid, Concerning
Charges Brought Against Him for the Excesses He Committed While He Was Maestre
de Campo of the Expedition to Cibola, an Expedition That Was Made in New Spain,"
ibid., 347; Castaneda, "Narrative," 219-20,
40. Castaneda, "Narrative," 224; "Testimony of Coronado," 330; "Testimony of L6pez de Cardenas," 351.
41. Ibid., 224, 330, 351.
42. Castaneda, "Narrative," 225-31; "Testimony of Coronado," 335; "Testimony of
L6pez de Cardenas," 354-56,
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the "Tiguex war" was ambiguous and contradictory. L6pez de Cardenas testified that he was unaware that the Indians had desired peace
when they surrendered their arms, and that Coronado had ordered
him to take no rebels alive. Coronado testified that "he had never heard
that Don Garcia L6pez [de Cardenas] had burned any Indians at the
said siege, nor had any such information ever reached him that he
remembers." L6pez de Cardenas testified that his soldiers had lanced,
burned, and killed the Indians but that he himself had not ordered it,
nor taken any part in it, and was not responsible for what was done
in the heat of battle. 43
The Indian survivors took refuge in another pueblo named Mohi,
and the Spaniards besieged it for fifty days. For lack of water the Indians
were forced to deliver about a hundred women and children to the
Spaniards, who enslaved them. Still the people in the pueblo refused
to make peace. One night they abandoned their pueblo and tried to
escape, but the Spaniards followed and killed over two hundred of
them. So ended the siege, the "Battle of Tiguex" as the Spaniards called
it. The Indian survivors did not return to their town as long as the
Spaniards remained in the country. At the end of the siege of Tiguex
Coronado sent his captains upriver to the seven pueblos at Quirix (the
Queres pueblos) and to the Jemez Valley pueblo of Zia, and as far north
as the pueblo of Taos. According to the Spaniards, the Indians were
gradually "reassured," but the Indian side of the story is mute. 44
Principal perpetrator of the great and unnecessary cruelty to the
people of Tiguex was L6pez de Cardenas, who was later indicted, sent
to Spain, and jailed. Coronado was also tried for these and other failings, and exonerated. During his trial Coronado pleaded ignorance of
some of these events, and asserted that others were justified. Asked
whether any cruelties, offenses, or abuses were perpetrated on the
persons or properties of the Indians, and. whether he punished those
who committed them, Coronado answered that "he did not know that
any person in said army had committed any cruelty, ill treatment, or
harm to the natives of the said pueblos or their properties.... " Either
Coronado was lying, or entirely out of touch with his men, or as Bolton
says, suffering from loss of memory at the trial due to a severe blow
on the head he received at Cfbola near the end of his sojourn there. 45
43. "Testimony of Coronado," 335; "Testimony of Lopez de Cardenas," 355.
44. Castaneda, "Narrative," 227-31; William Swagerty discusses the possible Indian
reaction to Coronado in "Beyond Bimini: Indian Responses to European Incursions in
the Spanish Borderlands 1513-1600" (doctoral dissertation, University of California, Santa
Barb.ara, 1981).
45. "Testimony of Coronado," 321; Bolton, Coronado, 379-80.
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Spanish encounters with Indians, such as the dreadful "war" at
Tiguex, seem distorted in the telling. Spanish responses to the Indians'
refusal to submit to them seem diabolical and pointlessly cruel. The
Europeans disregarded the needs of the Indians, misconstrued their
motives, misread their signs" and misinterpreted their responses. As·
described in Spanish accounts, Indians were not entirely human, although humanly irrational and stubborn in their resistance. To the
modern reader, it is the Spaniards who often seem irrational, unwilling
to try to understand the Indians, or to read their signs. Signs were the
only means of communication between Spaniards and most of the
Pueblos and Plains Indians that Coronado met. It is possible that he
had an interpreter at their first meeting at Hawikuh (Zuni) who knew
both languages, but the rest of the Pueblo Indians and Plains Indians
spoke different languages. If Coronado had only had Cortes; Dona
Marina to interpret for him, his expedition might have been very different.
All Indian encounters with men of the Coronado expedition have
an air of unreality except that of Alarcon, visiting the Yumas at the
mouth of the Colorado River. Alarcon was curious enough about Indians to communicate directly with them, to read Indian signs with
patience and interest, and to treat them as fellow creatures (although
inferior). Indians responded to Alarcon with human emotions that he
recognized as joy, resignation, or anger. 46
Alarcon conceded to Indians their humanity, as Coronado and his
other captains did not. Coronado and his men considered the Pueblo
Indians inferior and bestiaL After admiring the construction of the
houses at Cfbola, one member of the expedition wrote, "[their] houses
are too good, especially for these people, who are like animals and
have no order at all except in their houses."47 Lopez de Cardenas
testified:
On account of the base intentions he discovered in the Indians,
and because they have no leader to follow, it would profit little to
pacify them and convert them to our holy Catholic faith. And what
some do, others undo, like disorderly people. 48
Coronado himself doubted that the rTIdians could have built their houses,
because they did not wear clothing:
46.
126-28,
47.
48.

"Report of Alarcon's Expedition," Hammond and Rey, Narratives of the Expedition,
131-32.
"Relacion de Suceso," ibid., 286.
"Testimony of Lopez de Cardenas," 364-65.

294

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JULY 1989

The people of these towns seem to me to be fairly large, and
intelligent, although I do not think that they have the judgment
and intelligence needed to be able to build these houses in the
way in which they are built, for most of them are entirely naked
except for the covering of their privy parts. 49
People who go naked in the summer are incapable of building
good houses for the winter, Coronado concluded. Nevertheless, Coronado and others described them as clean and moral people, and praised
them for cultural traits they had in common with the people of Mexico
and Spain. Coronado described the men as "valiant." Their women
had the best method of grinding corn that Coronado had ever seen,
and made the best tortillas in kitchens that they kept extremely clean.
They dressed skins well and decorated them, as they did the walls of
their houses. At Coronado's request they quickly drew pictures of their
animals, birds, and fish, which he sent to Mendoza. They wove their
own garments and produced "very well made" blankets of cotton, and
of the fur of "wooly animals resembling large Castilian hounds," which
they kept in their houses. They also kept turkeys for their feathers.
These people danced and sang to the music of flutes and were "pious
and in no way cruel ... they keep their word and are loyal to their
friends," wrote Castaneda. They cultivated land and ate from little flat
bowls as people did in Mexico. Women covered themselves modestly
and wore earrings, as did the women of Spain. Still, they were considered inferior, and like beasts. so
In resisting Christianity "wickedly and intentionally" (the words
of the Requerimiento) the Indians subjected themselves to "harm and
damage." It was essential to the Spaniards that the Indians be regarded
as beasts, otherwise Spanish treatment of them would be seen as bestial. In fact, the Spanish made good use of beasts-the horse and the
dog especially-against their native foe. Dogs were a powerful weapon
in the hands of the Spaniards, "for, against the Indians, one dog is the
equal of ten men."Sl The Indians were described as disorganized, without leaders or a rigid stratified society like Spain's. Furthermore, their
49. Letter of Coronado to Mendoza, August 3, 1540, Hammond and Rey, Narratives
of the Expedition, 171.
50. Ibid., 167, 172-73, 176-77; Castaneda, "Narrative," 271; letter of Mendoza to the
King, April 17, 1540, Hammond and Rey, Narratives of the Expedition, 157-60. Coronado
and his men were only following the lead of Columbus and other explorers in considering
the Indians bestial. See Todorov, Conquest of America, 44-45, 139, 141.
51. Todorov, Conquest of America, 40.
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land was sterile, testified Lopez de Cardenas, and there was no gold
or silver there. 52
The hope of gold and silver had not entirely died. When Alvarado
went to Cicuye, he met a captive from the Mississippi region called
the Turk (because he looked like one), who guided his party to the
plains to observe the cattle (bison). After they had gone eighty or a
hundred leagues, the Turk told Alvarado of large towns with great
riches of gold and silver, to be found in his own country "in the farthest
interior of the land extending from there to Florida." The Spaniards
immediately turned back to report the news of gold to their general.53
Coronado watched as the Turk told his story in signs:
.. the Turk claimed that in his land there was a river, flowing
through plains, which was two leagues wide, with fish as large as
horses and a great number of very large canoes with sails, carrying
more than twenty oarsmen on each side. The nobles, he said,
traveled in the stern, seated under canopies, and at the prow there
was a large golden eagle. He stated further that the lord ,of that
land took his siesta under a large tree from which hung numerous
golden jingle bells, and he was pleased as they played in the wind.
He added that the common table service of all was generally of
wrought silver, and that the pitchers, dishes, and bowls were made
of gold. He called gold acachis. 54
If the Turk were lying, he lied very well. One of his listeners said, "he
expressed himself so well that it seemed as if what he was saying were
true and that he had seen it."55
The Turk also told Coronado about one or more gold bracelets that
Bigotes had taken from him-his proof that his country did contain
gold. Coronado sent Alvarado back to Cicuye to demand the bracelets
of Bigotes. At Cicuye the people received Alvarado well, but denied
"in all possible ways" that the bracelets were there. When Bigotes and
the cacique of Cicuye said that the Turk was lying about the gold
bracelets, Alvarado "saw that there was no other recourse" but to arrest
Bigotes' and the cacique. The people of Cicuye "came out to fight,
shooting arrows and berating Alvarado, saying he had broken his word
and friendship."56 Adamant, Alvarado took the prisoners in chains and
iron collars to Tiguex where they were imprisoned for more than six
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.

"Testimony of Lopez de Cardenas," 364-65.
Castaneda, "Narrative," 219, 221.
Ibid., 221.
"Relaci6n del Suceso," Hammond and Rey, Na'rratives of the Expedition, 290.
Castaneda, "Narrative," 221.
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months. Since Bigotes would not "confess," Alvarado set a dog upon
him that bit him badly on the arm. 57
The Spaniards' capture and mistreatment of Bigotes and the cacique are nearly incomprehensible except in the context of other conquests. It was the style of conquistadors to seize leaders and govern
through them until conquest was complete. Cortes captured Montezuma and kept him prisoner until his death; Pizarro did the same,
collecting an enormous ransom for the Peruvian ruler Atahualpa, and
then murdering him. 58 Alvarado captured Bigotes to gain control of his
pueblo, but the Pueblo Indians were not ruled by leaders but by a
council of representatives, which made it difficult to control them.
Nevertheless, Alvarado followed the accepted conquistador pattern by
seizing Bigotes and the cacique. When asked if any of the captains and
soldiers committed any cruelties, killings, or abuses on the Indian men
and women, Coronado later testified that they did not. On the contrary,
said Coronado, he ordered that all of them be well treated. When asked
in his trial about the treatment of Bigotes, Coronado testified that
Alvarado had told him that he had chained Bigotes because he thought
he was trying to help the Turk to escape. Asked if Coronado had set
the dogs on Bigotes to force him to tell about the bracelet, Coronado
said Pedro de Tovar had done so, since Bigotes would not confess, and
so the dog bit him. 59 In Coronado's mind, and in the code of the
conquistador, this was no abuse.
Coronado decided that the Turk was telling the truth. He wrote
Mendoza that Indians from a different land had told him that in their
land there were "much larger pueblos, and better houses than those
in this land, that they had lords who governed them, and that they
used gold vessels together with other magnificent things." But Coronado no longer trusted signs:
As I wrote to your Majesty, however, since these accounts were
given by Indians and, furthermore, had been obtained by signs,
I did not give them credence until I could verify them with my
own eyes ... I decided to go with the men I have here and to see
it for myself. 60
In the spring of 1541 Coronado saw to it that the natives of Tiguex
57. Ibid., "Testimony of Coronado," 326-27.
58. Elliott, "The Spanish Conquest," 33-36.
59. 'Testimony of Coronado," 326-27.
60. Letter of Coronado to the King, October 20, 1541, Hammond and Rey, Narratives
of the Expedition, 185; "Testimony of Coronado," 326-27.
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Route of the Coronado expedition from west central Mexico through Arizona
and New Mexico and into south central Kansas, 1540-1542. From Susan A.
Roberts and Calvin A. Roberts, A History of New Mexico (1986) and courtesy of
University of New Mexico Press.

were pacified. Then he returned Bigotes and the cacique to Cicuye
where he was met with "much affection and rejoicing. "61 With the entire
army he set off northeastward across the plains, meeting traveling
villages of Texas Indians who followed with their packs of dogs, women,
and children. At this point the Turk guided them directly east, making
a "deviation towards Florida." He led them into a great barranca which
Bolton has identified as Palo Duro Canyon in the Texas Panhandle.
61. Castaneda, "Narrative," 233.
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Suspicious now that the Turk had been deceiving him, Coronado put
him in chains .62
Coronado realized that the army lacked provisions and was too
slow for a long journey, so he sent it back to Tiguex under Captain
Arrellano. With thirty mounted men, half a dozen footmen, and some
Teyas guides, Coronado set off for Quivira through the buffalo plains
to the Great Bend of the Arkansas in central Kansas. Quivira turned
out to be a village of grass huts of the friendly Wichita Indians, in what
Captain Juan Jaramillo described as a fine country for Spanish settlement:
This country has a fine appearance, the like of which I have never
seen anywhere in our Spain, Italy, or part of France, nor indeed
in other lands where I have traveled in the service of his Majesty.
It is not a hilly country, but one with mesas, plains, and charming
rivers with fine waters, and it pleased me, indeed. I am of the
belief that it will be very productive for all sorts of commodities
... Thus surely, if your Lordship can reach Quivira and Arahe
from your present place, I believe you will be able to bring many
people from New Spain to settle it without any hesitance, in view
of the fine appearance and reports of the appearance of the land. 63
There was no gold in Quivira. The only metal the Spaniards saw
was a piece of copper around the chief's neck, and "a small amount
of metal which resembles gold, but I could not find out where it was
obtained." In a last burst of optimism, Coronado and his men believed
that gold would be found "inland," because although the natives said
there was no gold, they knew what it was and called it acachis. Such
was Castaneda's word for it. A linguist told anthropologist Mildred
Mott Wedel that this is probably ha:kwicis, the Wichita word for "metal."64
Coronado and his men remained twenty-five days in Quivira to
investigate the possibilities of the land. Then he held a council and
decided to return to Cicuye because of the coming of autumn, the
scantiness of provisions, and the uncertainty of the welfare of the army.
Wrote Jaramillo: "we all concluded that his Lordship should turn back
in search of them [the men of the army], and, upon finding them,

62. Castaneda, "Narrative," 241; Bolton, Coronado, 266-67.
63. "jaramillo's Narrative," Hammond and Rey, Narratives of the Expedition, 305, 307.
64. Castaneda, "Narrative," 246; Mildred Mott Wedel, "The Indian They Called
Turco," in Mildred Mott Wedel, The Wichita Indians 1541-1750 [Reprints in Anthropology,
Vol. 38] (Lincoln: J.L. Reprint Co., 1988),43; Day, Coronado's Quest, 353, n.7.
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learn of their situation, spend the winter there, and, at the beginning
of summer, return to that land [Quivira] to explore and cultivate it."65
Before Coronado left Quivira, his guides obtained from the Turk
a confession that he had led the expedition astray on the plains hoping·
that the men and horses would starve to death. He also tried to influence the Quivira people to withhold corn from the Spaniards, or to fall
upon them and kill them. 66 Coronado ordered the Turk to be secretly
garroted.
The execution of the Turk may have been not only a mistake but
a misunderstanding of what he was trying to tell the Spaniards. Mota
Padilla, an eighteenth-century Mexican historian who claimed to have
access to papers of Coronado's captain, Pedro de Tovar, said that the
Spaniards should not have garroted the Turk if Coronado intended to
return to Quivira and explore "other pueblos of New Mexico or Florida"
("Florida" was the Mississippi Valley and the southeast). Wrote Mota:

In this province there is certain to be much copper, so that the
poor Indian might thus have deceived himself, or he might have
mistaken the road in going to find the quantities of gold with
which he had promised to load the horses and even carts. It must
have been the punishment of God that they did not find these
riches on this expedition, because this ought to have been the
secondary object of that journey and the first the conversion of all
those heathen....67
According to Mildred Matt Wedel the Turk may have been telling
the truth, unrecognized and distorted through the usual misunderstanding with signs. Wedel proposes that the whole fantastic story of
the boats with canopies, huge fish, and other marvels may have related
not to Quivira but to the lower Mississippi River, the only river that
could be described as two leagues (five or six miles) wide. The chronicler of the De Soto expedition wrote that the Quapaw Indians who
lived on the lower Mississippi crossed the river in large canoes with
sails and canopies. The huge fish of the Turk's description might have
65. Castaneda, "Narrative," 233-40; "Jaramillo's Narrative," Hammond and Rey,
Narratives of the Expedition, 304.
66. Letter of Coronado to the King, October 20, 1541, Hammond and Rey, Narratives
of the Expedition, 189; Castaneda, "Narrative," 241-42; "Jaramillo's Narrative," 304; "Testimony of Coronado," 336; "Charges Against Coronado:' Hammond and Rey, Narratives
of the Expedition, 395.
67. A. Grove Day, trans. and ed., "Mota Padilla on the Coronado Expedition:' from
Historia de la conquista de la provincia de la Nueva Galicia, chapters 22, 32, 33, Hispanic
American Historical Review, 20 (February 1940), 105.
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been the ten-foot-Iong alligators that still swim in the lower part of the
river. The similarities between the Turk's supposed fantasies and the
sober description of De Soto's chronicler, the Gentleman of Elvas, makes
it likely that when the Turk made a "deviation towards Florida" he was
trying to guide Coronado to the Mississippi and the rich civilization
of the mound builders. The Wichita Indians had no word for gold, but
their word for "metal" was the very word that the Turk gave-acochis. 68
Like Coronado, Hernando De Soto had been led by Indians to a
province where they said there was gold. Garcilaso de la Vega wrote
that at the stockaded settlement of Cofachiqui (Cofitachequi), De Soto
found a great quantity of very golden and resplendent copper which
was so superior to the brass found thereabouts that the Indians
were unable to distinguish between brass and gold. Instead of
silver, these people fetched great slabs of pyrites ... [that] looked
white and shone like silver, and that although a yard in length
and another in width, they did not weigh anything, and when
taken in the hand crumbled like a clod of dry earth. 69 •
At the settlement of Cofachiqui, the mistress of the town and eight of
her ladies embarked in one of these canoes, which had been covered
with a great canopy and adorned with ornaments, towed by the second
one which bore the six principal Indians and many oarsmen. 70
Coronado marched his little band back to Tiguex to spend .the
winter. His description of Quivira, as reported by Castaneda, mentioned not only the excellence of the country, but also that the discovery
of gold was still a possibility:
He said he had reports of large settlements and mighty rivers, and
that the country was very much like Spain in fruits, vegetation,
and climate. They were not satisfied to .think that there was no
gold: on the contrary, they were of the belief that it was to be
found inland, although the natives said there was none, they knew
what it was and they had a name for it, calling it acochis. 71
Coronado never did return to Quivira. Years later Castaneda wrote
68. Wedel, "The Indian They Called Turco," 43.
69. The Florida of the Inca: A history of the Adelantado, Hernando de Soto, Governor and
Captain General of the kingdom of Florida, and of other heroic Spanish and Indian cavaliers,
written by The Inca, Garcilaso de la Vega, an officer of His Majesty, and a native of the great city
of Cuzco, capital of the realms and provinces of Peru, trans. and ed. by John Grier Varner
and Jeannette Johnson Varner (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1951), 31.
70. Ibid., 299.
71. Castaneda, "Narrative," 246.
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of his own disappointment that Coronado had returned to New Spain
without attempting to settle Quivira. It was, he said, a fine, extensive
land, well-populated with intelligent natives whose lives were orderly,
clean, and moral. In hindsight, Castaneda concluded that there was
little justification for Coronado to abandon this country:
May it please the Almighty Cod to determine everything. For it
is plain that had it been His will neither Francisco Vazquez would
have returned to New Spain without cause or justification, nor
would Don Fernando de Soto's men have failed to settle such a
fine land as they had found, so extensive and so well populated.... 72
Other accounts agreed. Wrote Juan de Jaramillo:
Thus, surely, if your Lordship can reach Quivira and Arahe [Harahey] from your present place I believe you will be able to bring
many people from New Spain to settle it without any hesitance,
in view of the fine appearance and reports of the land. 73
On returning from Quivira, Coronado ordered that winter quarters
be prepared at Tiguex, for he intended to return in the spring with all
his army, to discover "large settlements and mighty rivers" reported
to be beyond Quivira. During the winter Coronado's men chafed under
the cold and an invasion of lice, and they grumbled with ill-will toward
their captains. They resented the discomforts of labor and sentry duty,
and were angry at their captains for taking the best of the winter
clothing collected from the Indians. 74
In the spring, Coronado ordered preparations for th~ return to
Quivira, but fate intervened. During a horse race Coronado fell from
his horse and was kicked in the head by another horse as it galloped
past. It was reported that the general nearly died and was very ill for
a long time afterward. The Spanish historian C6mara wrote that Coronado "took leave of his senses and raved, which some took as an
affliction and others as feigned, as they were at odds with him because
he did not make a settlement."7s
Coronado sank into despair over reports of the Mixton War in his
province of New Calicia, over an old prediction that he would achieve
72. Ibid., 264.
73. "Jaramillo's Narrative," 307.
74. Castaneda, "Narrative," 265.
75. Ibid., 266; A. Grove Day, "G6mara on the Coronado Expedition," Southwestern
Historical Quarterly, 43 (January 1940), 352.
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great power, then suffer a fall in strange lands and die there, and over
longing for his wife and children. His men believed that these incidents
contributed to his decision to abandon the expedition. Most of his men
were willing to return, and he tricked those that were not into signing
a statement that they were in favor of returning "since they had not
found any wealth nor had any settled area been discovered where
repartirnientos [Indian labor allotments1could be provided for the whole
army."76
Coronado malingered, surrounding himself with guards to hide
his "double-dealing" (as Castaneda called it), and his men became
increasingly disgruntled. Many of the captains wished to stay, either
because they believed the cities of gold existed beyond Quivira, or
because they wanted to settle and receive repartamientos. They asked
Coronado to provide them with sixty chosen men to hold the land
until the viceroy sent reinforcements, or to leave the army at Cfbola
and pick sixty men to escort Coronado home. But Coronado rejected
all alternatives, and back they went. 77
The friar Juan de Padilla and a few others were the only ones who
returned to Quivira. The friar was martyred there, but a PortugueseSpaniard named Andres do Campo and others managed to escape and
reach New Spain. A lay brother, Fray Luis, remained at Cicuye, but
his fate is not known. 78
At Mexico Coronado reported to Viceroy Mendoza "and was not
well received by him ... from then on Francisco Vazquez lost reputation and retained only for a short time the governorship of New
Galicia," wrote Castaneda. 79 The anonymous author of "Relaci6n del
Suceso" also testified that the viceroy "did not rejoice at his return,
although at first he dissimulated.... He was glad that Father Fray
Juan de Padilla had remained there.,,8Q
Coronado was not governor of New Galicia for a short time, but
for over two years, until September 1544. His residencia, a routine investigation of a retiring public servant, charged incompetence and
76. Castaneda, "Narrative," 267.
77. Ibid., 266-68; "Jaramillo's Narrative," 306, says of Coronado's condition that he
"showed a mean disposition and plotted the return"; the "Relaci6n del Suceso" says that
Coronado "fell from a horse while racing and was very sick for many days. When the
winter was over he was determined, regardless of any statement to the contrary, to turn
back, and he did so. He longed for this more than anything else." Hammond and Rey,
Narratives of the Expedition, 293.
78. Castaneda, "Narrative," 263; "Jaramillo's Narrative," 306-7.
79. Castaneda, "Narrative," 275.
80. Hammond and Rey, Narratives of the Expedition, 293-94.
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dereliction of duty. In 1545 charges were brought against him by the
Royal Fiscal on various grounds including misdemeanors during the
expedition-for waging war on Hawikuh, for setting dogs on Bigotes
and other Indians, for causing the rebellion at Tiguex, for the secret
execution of the Turk, for the failure to colonize Quivira or allow others
to do so, and for abandoning the lands he had discovered after having
used up all his supplies, causing great loss to the royal treasury. The
charges against him were not proved by the fiscal, and he was absolved
of all charges by the audiencia before which he testified. HI
Coronado lived another ten years, dividing his time between his
country estates and Mexico City, serving only in minor city offices but
apparently remaining on friendly terms with the viceroy. He died after
a long illness in November 1554, and his passing was noted in the
minutes of the town council. 82
Coronado's principal captain, L6pez de Cardenas, was tried in
Spain and convicted for "robberies, burnings, cruelties and many other
offenses against the natives of the lands through which they passed,
killing many of them, taking their women by force and against their
will and that of their husbands and parents, and lying with them
carnally." He spent six years in jail before he died. H3
Coronado's expedition was regarded as a failure in his own time,
not because he failed to find gold but because he failed to conquer and
settle the lands he discovered. His failure was in not subduing and
evangelizing the Indians and making them Spanish subjects. Without
conquest he could not have appropriated any gold he had found, nor
rewarded himself and his men with repartamientos of Indians to do
the work of the colony. In retrospect, of course, the Pueblo Indians of
New Mexico and the Plains Indians of Quivira would not have easily
given up their freedom to the white men. The Indians of Ciliola had
no leaders except a council of representatives, and would submit to
no masters, as their desperate opposition showed. But Coronado failed
to leave even a base for future exploration and conquest at Ciliola and
Quivira.
Coronado's failure left Ciliola discredited as the site of a possible
colony, and his expedition was all but forgotten. Its mention in sixteenth-century works was fleeting and inaccurate, and the next explorers into present New Mexico, forty years later, did not even know
81. "Charges Against Coronado Resulting from the Investigation into the Management of the Expedition, September 3, 1544," ibid., 393':"'98.
82. Arthur S. Aiton and Agapito Rey, "Coronado's testimony in the viceroy Mendoza's residencia," New Mexico Historical Review, 12 (July 1937), 290.
83. Bolton, Coronado, 383.
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the name of the leader of the elaborate expedition that had preceded
them.
Coronado's expedition left nothing truly substantial behind, save
a healthy hatred for the Spaniards among the Pueblo Indians. When
Juan de Onate arrived in 1598 to establish a colony in New Mexico, as
Coronado might have done in 1541, he found Coronado's bitter legacy
of hatred still festering among the Pueblo peoples. Finally, in 1680, the
Indians drove all the whites from New Mexico. When the Spaniards
ret~lfned in a few years, they treated their Pueblo neighbors with more
respect. Pueblos, of course, are among the few Native Americans still
living where the white men first found them. Perhaps that fact, ironically, is one of Coronado's greatest legacies to the Southwest. Another
is the unending controversy surrounding the accomplishments of this
would-be conquistador whose bold adventures form the first chapter
of the Spanish colonial era in New Mexico.

Don Diego de Vargas: Portrait of a
Seventeenth-Century Conquistador
J. MANUEL ESPINOSA and W. CHARLES BENNETI, JR.

Three individuals may be considered today as a great triumvirate in
southwestern colonial history: don Francisco' Vazquez de Coronado
(1510-1554); don Juan de Onate (1549-1626); and don Diego deVargas
Zapata Lujan Ponce de Leon (1643-1704). Coronado led a large expedition that traversed much of the American Southwest in 1540-1542,
exploring as far east as Kansas, in search of cities of wealth and exotic
peoples. Although he found no riches, the expedition helped give the
Spaniards a fairly accurate concept of the area that would become the
American Southwest. Onate is known as the colonizer of New Mexico
after he established the first Spanish colony in the Southwest in 1598
near the Pueblo Indian village of San Juan on the Rio del Norte or Rio
Grande.
J. Manuel Espinosa began his research on don Diego de Vargas in 1931 as a graduate
student of Herbert E. Bolton at the University of California, Berkeley, where he obtained
his doctorate in 1934. He is the author of two books on Vargas: First Expedition of Vargas
into New Mexico, 1692 (1940), and Crusaders of the Rio Grande, The Story of Don Diego de
Vargas and the Reconquest and Refounding of New Mexico (1942). He is also author of Spanish
Folktales from New Mexico (1937), and The Folklore of Spain in the American Southwest (1985),
and has written articles on New Mexico history for various journals.
W. Charles Bennett is Curator of Collections and Assistant Director for the Palace
of the Governors (history department of the Museum of New Mexico), Santa Fe. A
graduate of the University of New Mexico, where he earned a master's degree in history
in 1976, he has published numerous articles on southwestern material culture.
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Full-length painting of don Diego de Vargas that hangs in the
chapel of San Isidro, Madrid, Spain. Photo courtesy of J. Manuel Espinosa.
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Diego de Vargas, the third of the triumvirate, led the reconquest
of New Mexico and reestablished Spanish rule in the last decade of
the seventeenth century. The reconquest followed the Pueblo Revolt
of 1680, when all Spanish inhabitants of New Mexico were forced to
withdraw to El Paso del Rio del Norte (present Ciudad Juarez). Indeed,
with the Pueblo Revolt the northern frontier of New Spain was pushed
back more than three hundred miles. For twelve years the Pueblo
Indians held New Mexico as their own and destroyed much of the
Spanish culture that had surrounded them. Between the years 1692
and 1696, Vargas changed all that.
Vargas, a Castilian nobleman, had assumed the office of royal
governor and captain general of New Mexico in El Paso early in 1691.
After assuming the duties of office, he made plans to reconquer New
Mexico. In summer 1692 he marched north with a small army and
found the previously hostile Pueblo Indians of the upper Rio Grande
in a conciliatory mood. Returning the next year, however, Vargas met
with resistance and was forced to fight pitched battles at Santa Fe,
provincial capital of New Mexico, and elsewhere. Between 1694 and
1696, the Spaniards waged almost continuous warfare with the rebelliousPueblo Indians, but peace was eventually achieved and the permanence of European occupation of the region assured. Since the days,
of Governor Vargas this distant corner of the old Spanish empire in .
America, now a part of the United States, has continued to be a community in which Spanish blo,od, culture, and tradition have contributed
to the region's uniquely Hispanic character. In light of these developments Vargas stands out as a significant figure in the history of
European conquest and colonization in North America.
Unfortunately, no contemporary portraits or pictorial representations of Coronado or Onate have been found. Slightly more than fifty
years ago, however, in 1934, American historians for the first time
became aware of the existence of the only known contemporary painting of Vargas, afull-Iength oil painting that presently hangs in the San
Isidro Labrador Chapel in the residence of descendants of the House
of Vargas in Madrid, Spain. J. Manuel Espinosa, senior author of this
article, had the good fortune to be the first American to learn of the
existence of this original late seventeenth-century painting. He subsequently published a photograph of the painting in black-and-white
with a description on the front page of the Fiesta edition of the Santa
Fe New Mexican, on September 1, 1934. 1
//'

1. Jose Perez Balsera Lopez de Zarate Bocos y Ramirez de Ham, Liludemus viras

,
\

\
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In spring 1985, Espinosa obtained a color photograph of the original Varga!? painting through Ramon Bela of the Instituto de Cultura
Hispanica (Institute of Hispanic Culture) in Madrid. Bela, with the
permission of the Vargas descendants, arranged to have the painting
photographed by the Portillo Studio in Madrid. The photograph is
large enough to enable the viewer to observe every detail. Now, for
the first time, Americans who have not had the opportunity to visit
Madrid and see the original painting of the leader of the reconquest
and refounding of New Mexico for Spain in the last decade of the
seventeenth century, have at hand a color photograph of the original
portrait. 2
Espinosa learned of the existence of the painting in early 1934 as
a result of discussing his research .on Diego de Vargas with visiting
Spanish scholar Angel Gonzalez Palencia. Gonzalez Palencia told Espinosa that a friend of his, Jose Perez Balsera, a descendant of the
House of Vargas in Madrid, had recently written a history of his family
ancestry, which he believed might well be the same family of which
Diego de Vargas was a member. Gonzalez Palencia wrote to Balsera to
obtain a copy of the work, and within three weeks Espinosa received
three complimentary copies of the privately printed book. The book
was indeed about the ancestors of Diego de Vargas. Espinosa retained
one copy and sent the others to the Palace of the Governors (history
department of the Museum of New Mexico) in Santa Fe, and to Zimmerman Library in the University of New Mexico.
Balsera's book contains a mine of information on the House of
Vargas, including photographic reproductions and extensive references
to specific Spanish archival sources and other material. As an unanticipated boon, the book contained among its illustrations a large photograph, in black-and-white, of the portrait of Diego de Vargas. 3 The
original Vargas painting, executed by an unknown artist, hangs in the
Chapel of San Isidro Labrador in the Balsera family residence at Calle
Pretil de Santisteban, Madrid, and measures approximately sixty-four
by forty-two inches. Espinosa described the physical characteristics
and dress of Diego de Vargas as he appears in the painting in the Santa
Fe New Mexican article and elsewhere. 4
gloriosos et parentes nostros in generatione sua (Madrid: Tipografia Catolica, de Alberto
Fontana, 1931).
2. This color photograph was donated by J. Manuel Espinosa to the Palace of the
Governors (history department of the Museum of New Mexico in Santa Fe), where it is
on file.
3. For genealogical information on Vargas, see Perez Balsera, Laudemus viros gloriosos.
4. See J. Manuel Espinosa, trans., First Expedition of Vargas into New Mexico, 1692
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Vargas was baptized on November 8, 1643, and departed for America in summer 1672. If the portrait was painted in Madrid prior to
Vargas' departure for the New World, he would have been approximately twenty-nine years old when he posed for it. Espinosa included
photographs in black-and-white of the original Vargas painting, taken
from the photograph in Balsera's book, in several of his later publications; subsequently, it has been reproduced by several authors in
works relating to New Mexico history. s
At the end of his article on the Vargas painting in the Santa Fe
New Mexican, Espinosa wrote: "It is my earnest hope that in due time
a movement will be inaugurated to have a copy of this remarkable
Vargas portrait, in the form of a painting or statue, set up in a permanent and fitting place in Santa Fe. This would be a suitable monument to don Diego de Vargas, Santa Fe's favorite hero." This hope
was realized in 1957, when a special copy of the original painting was
made by the modern Spanish painter, Julio Barrera, and sent as a gift
to the Palace of the Governors in Santa Fe from the Instituto de Cultura
Hispanica in Madrid. 6 This copy of the portrait has been on display
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1940), 30; and J. Manuel Espinosa,
Crusaders of the Rio Grande: The Story of Don Diego de Vargas and the Reconquest and Refounding
of New Mexico (Chicago: Institute of Jesuit History, 1942), 30. Diego de Vargas' prueba de
legitimidad, recorded in Madrid on June 21, 1672, and based on the information of witnesses who knew him, described him as "a young man of medium stature, straight hair,
and a broad face, who lisps somewhat and cannot pronounce some words." See John
L. Kessell, "Diego de Vargas: Another Look:' New Mexico Historical Review, 60 (January
1985), 16, 27, n. 16.
Based on his knowledge that Balsera and his family moved to Segovia for safety
during the Spanish Civil War, and that Balsera's property was looted by anti-Franco
supporters during the siege of Madrid, Espinosa believed in 1940 that the Vargas paintipg
had been lost. He learned later, however, that the painting had remained intact in the
family chapel in Madrid. See Espinosa, First Expedition of Vargas, 25, n. 8.
5. Espinosa, Crusaders, frontispiece, 28, 29; J. Manuel Espinosa, "Governor Vargas
in Colorado:' New Mexico Historical Review, 11 (April 1936), 178-79; Espinosa, First Expedition of Vargas, frontispiece; Aurelio M. Espinosa, Espana en Nuevo Mejico (Boston: Allyn
and Bacon, 1957), frontispiece; Paul Horgan, The Centuries of Santa Fe (New York: E. P.
Dutton & Co., 1965), 68; Kessell, "Another Look," 14; John L. Kessell, Kiva, Cross, and
Crown: The Pecos Indians and New Mexico 1540-1840 (Washington, D.C.: National Park
Service, 1979), 242.
6. A small photograph in color of the museum copy of the portrait is shown on the
cover of this issue of EI Palacio (September-October 1957), 276, and color postcard reproductions are sold at the museum. Valeriano Salas, director of the illustrated Revista
Geografica Espanola published in Madrid, helped effect this portrait copy. In 1948 he visited
the United States as a guest of the Department of State to photograph examples of
Spanish art and architecture in the Borderlands. At the time Espinosa was an officer of
the Division of Cultural Relations, U.S. Department of State, where he helped Salas
arrange his itinerary and appointments. As a result of his visit to the museum at Santa
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for a number of years in a prominent place in the Palace of the Governors (once Vargas' seat of government) in an exhibition of historic
New Mexican personages.
More recently the Palace of the Governors acquired a second modern copy of the Vargas painting, the work of a well-known copyist of
the Prado Museum in Madrid, Graciano Garcia Carrillo. This copy was
executed on heavier canvas, superior to that used by Julio Barrera in
painting the first copy. The two paintings are known as Palace of the
Governors, Museum of New Mexico, catalog number 3737/45 (first or
Barrera copy) and catalog number 10048/45 (second or Garcia Carrillo
copy). The second copy of the painting was the gift of Manuel Cabrera
Kabana, a Spanish mining engineer with mining interests in the United
States, and a member of one of the various well-known Spanish families
of Madrid that claim lineage to the House of Vargas. Cabrera Kabana
arranged to have the painting made, framed, and shipped as a gift to
the Palace of the Governors through the Instituto de Cultura Hispanica.
Unfortunately, this second copy of the painting is not a faithful copy
of the original. Instead of the coat of arms found on the original painting, this copy has in its place an altered copy of a later version of -the
Vargas coat of arms, one which we refer to as the Twitchell version
after New Mexico historian Ralph E. Twitchell, who used this more
recent version of the Vargas coat of arms in his work, The Spanish
Archives of New Mexico. 7
In January 1959, architect John Gaw Meem and his wife, Faith,
visited the Balsera family residence and San Isidro Labrador Chapel in
Madrid and saw the original Vargas painting. In summer 1980, Kristie
Sivert, also from New Mexico, made a similar visit. Both Meem and
Sivert wrote articles about their visits. 8 Espinosa also visited the Balsera
Fe, and subsequent correspondence conducted by its director, Boaz Long, with the
Institute of Hispanic Culture and the Spanish Embassy in Washington, D.C., the copy
was painted, at the request of Ramon Bela. Formal presentation of the Vargas portrait
copy was made to the museum by the Spanish ambassador to the United States in Santa
Fe in June 1959. See "Portrait of Vargas Information," History Collections Office, Palace
of the Governors, Museum of New Mexico, Santa Fe.
7. Ralph E. Twitchell, The Spanish Archives of New Mexico (2 vols., Cedar Rapids,
Iowa: Torch Press, 1914), 1: 64.
8. John G. Meem, "Vargas Lore: An Interview in Madrid, 1959," El Palacio, 66 (October 1959), 159-61; Kristie Sivert, "Don Diego de Vargas Descendant Sends Greetings,"
Santa Fe New Mexican, September 7, 1980, pp. 1-2. These articles deal mostly with their
conversations with Balsera's daughters, Maria Teresa and Maria Luisa. Sivert's article
includes a brief report on the visit to Santa Fe in 1960 by the Balsera sisters as guests
of the community to participate in the 250th anniversary of the Fiesta de Santa Fe, celebrated annually since 1712 to honor Vargas' reconquest of New Mexico.
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residence and San Isidro Chapel to examine the painting in 1959 and
secured photographs of the exterior of the residence, the interior of
the chapel, and the Vargas painting. In the chapel; Espinosa examined
the various details in the painting and took notes. More recently other
Americans have visited Madrid and examined the original Vargas
painting, including the co-author of this article, Charles Bennett, in
1984.
The residence of Jose Perez Balsera, at Calle Pretil de Santisteban,
No.3, is within short walking distance from Madrid's historic Plaza
Mayor, built during the reign of King Philip III in the seventeenth
century, and hub of much of Madrid's social life in that era. The lot
on which the Balsera residence was built is a small part of a once large
estate owned by the House of Vargas since the twelfth century.9 The
present building, erected in 1856, now in a row of apartments, is a
three-story stone edifice with long rows of windows a short distance
up the street from the corner of Almendro Street.
In constructing the building careful plans were made to build a
chapel on the site of the stable where San Isidro Labrador (Saint Isidor
the Tiller of the Soil), the patron saint of Madrid, kept his oxen. This
is on the property of Ivan (or Juan) de Vargas, a wealthy landowner
of Madrid in the twelfth century and an ancestor of Diego de Vargas.
San Isidro Labrador and his wife, Santa Maria de la Cabeza, were
servants of Ivan de Vargas, who worked in the fields on the Vargas
property. It is believed that on Ivan de Vargas' property between the
bridges of Segovia and Toledo, in present downtown Madrid, where
San Isidro tilled the land, the saint performed the miracle of the spring,
causing a spring of water to gush forth where he struck the ground
with his ox goad. The spring is said to exist there to this day.lO
The chapel originally had two street entrances, the one on Calle
Pretil de Santisteban and one on Calle Almendro, which was the principal entrance. In 1859, the owner, don Ignacio Jose L6pez de Zarate,
Marques de Villanueva de la Sagra y de la Nava de Barcinas, obtained
9. The best history of the Vargas family is Balsera's work. Summaries largely based
on it may be found in Espinosa, First Expedition of Vargas, 19-24; and Espinosa, Crusaders,
25-28. Additional documents on Vargas have been discovered in the private archives of
several other descendants who reside in Madrid. See Kessell, "Another Look," 11-28.
10. San Isidro Labrador is venerated in folk tradition in New Mexico as well as in
Spain and other Spanish-speaking countries as an intercessor for rain. In former years
his image was taken in procession to bless spring plantings and to call on him in times
of drought. Figures of the saint in popular art in Spain and the Hispanic world, including
New Mexico, show him kneeling in prayer, with angels driving his oxen while he is
praying.
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authority from the Church to permit mass to be celebrated in the chapel·.
and for services to be open to the public. Since then it has been visited
frequently by devotees of San Isidro Labrador, especially on his feast
day, including recent Catholic monarchs of Spain. 11
The Chapel of San Isidro Labrador on Calle Pretil de Santisteban
may be entered through a doorway to the left of the hallway inside
the entry to the building. The chapel itself is modest in size, about
thirty feet wide and fifty feet long, with walls constructed of stone
blocks. Behind the altar there is a large crucifix, with statues of San
Isidro Labrador and his wife on either side. Under the altar the mangers
of the original stable are still in place. On the side wall to the left of
the altar, looking from it, hangs the portrait of Diego de Vargas. On
either side of the Vargas painting hang nineteenth-century paintings
of scenes from the life of San Isidro. The one on the right shows the
kneeling figure of San Isidro with angels watching over his labors; the
painting on the left depicts the saint standing and Ivan de Vargas
kneeling before the miraculous spring. The chapel also contains an
original full-length painting of Juan Antonio L6pez de Zarate y Alvarez
de Medina, first Marques de Villanueva de la Sagra (1646-1698), of
approximately the same size as that of Vargas, which may have been
painted by the same unknown painter of the Vargas portrait. Juan
Antonio L6pez de Zarate was the older brother of Ignacio L6pez de
Zarate and married Diego de Vargas' daughter, Isabel Maria.
In an examination of the original Vargas painting, there are, in
addition to the central figure of Vargas, three other parts of the original
painting that merit close study: the coat of arms in the upper right
corner (to Vargas' right); the legend in the lower left corner; and the
somewhat obscure battle scene along the upper left side of the painting.
The Vargas coat of arms is a shield divided into quarter sections. The
top right quarter consists of three horizontal wavy bands of blue on a
silvery white background and represent the Vargas family heraldry.
The blue waves represent the miracle of the spring performed by San
Isidro Labrador. 12 Balsera quotes the following verses on the Vargas
11. Balsera, Laudemus viros gIoriosos, 113-15. The mortal remains of Madrid's patron
saint are kept next to those of his wife, Santa Maria de la Cabeza, in the Cathedral of
San Isidro in Madrid, a large baroque structure faithfully reconstructed after it burned
in 1936.
12. Balsera, Laudemus viros gIoriosos, 92, 114; data provided through correspondence
by the Spanish authority with the author on Spanish heraldry, Marques de Ciadoncha,
of the Archivo Henildico de los Seflores de Rtijula Cronistas Reyes de Armas de S. M.,
Madrid, Spain. Earlier versions of the Vargas family coat of arms included only this
heraldic emblem.
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heraldry from don Luis de Zapata's book Reino de Toledo (Kingdom of
Toledo):
Los Vargas gentes nobles y enforzadas
De los que oigo mil cosas y no dudo
Son unas nobles Bandas ondeadas
De azul y blanco a 10 ancho en el Escudo.
De Las hazanas de estos senaladas
Su loor en Sevilla no esta mudo;
Su loor en muchas partes y en Sevilla,
Pero es su antiguo origen de Castilla.
The Vargases a people noble and brave
Of whom I hear a thousand marvelous things and do not doubt
Are represented by noble wavy bands
Of blue and white across the family crest.
Of the heroic deeds which these designate
Their praise in Seville is not silent;
Their praise is in many places as well as in Seville,
But their ancient origin is Castile. 13
The bottom left quarter of the coat of arms shows five gold shoes
on a field of red, bordered by eight small shields of red, each with a
diagonal black band, also on a field of red. The shoes represent the
heraldry of the Zapata Lujan family. The Zapata and Vargas families
are two of the oldest and most famous noble families of Madrid. The
upper left quarter consists of three horizontal viridian bands on a silver
background, each with the edges broken on either side giving the
appearance of sections of an embattlement. We have not yet been able
to ascertain the specific heraldic meaning of this quarter section of the
Vargas coat of arms. 14
The fourth quarter of the coat of arms, on the bottom right, is
divided into two parts. On the left is a lion rampant on a field of silver;
on the right side are four vertical red rods or canes on a field of gold.
This quarter is bordered by eight small gold shields each with a blue
band across it. Solid documentation on the specific meaning of the two
parts of this quarter section remains unavailable. It may be the heraldry
of the Ponce de Leon family, closely related to the Vargas family for
13. Balsera, Laudemus viros gloriosos, 93.
14. Jose Antonio Alvarez y Baena, Hijos de Madrid, i/uslres en sanlidad, dignidades,
armas, ciencias, y aries (4 vols., Madrid: Graficas Bashende, 1973), 1: prologue; correspondence with Marques de Ciadoncha.
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Coat of Arms of Diego de Vargas

Vargas crest as reproduced from the original portrait of don Diego de Vargas.

Version of the Vargas crest as reproduced by Ralph E. TwitChell.
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many centuries. The many intermarriages among members of the Vargas, Zapata, Lujan, and Ponce de Leon, and other noble families had
their alliances through marriages represented in their heraldry. Thus,
descendants of the House of Vargas had different last names such as
Vargas Ponce de Leon, Zapata Ponce de Leon, Vargas y Lujan, Lujan
y Vargas, Zapata de Leon, Vargas Zapata y Lujan, and so on. 15
On the original Vargas painting, extending in red from the four
sides of the coat of arms, are the four ends of the cruciform insignia
of the Order of Santiago, which is shaped like a dagger. As worn by
the members of the illustrious Spanish Military Order, the pointed
blade of the dagger is slightly longer than the visible ends extending
from the coat of arms make it appear. Scores of Vargas' direct ancestors
and close relatives through marriage were knighted members and proudly
wore the insignia of the royal Order, including thirteen in the seventeenth century alone. 16
Placement of the quarter sections of the Vargas coat of arms in the
original painting and design of the gold crown above it, as well as
other details, differ from those shown in the black-and-white copy of
the coat of arms reproduced by Ralph E. Twitchell. Twitchell's is an
old but more recent version of the coat of arms. This is evident by the
fact that the crown above the coat of arms in the latter version is that
used by a marquis, and Vargas received the title of Marquis de la Nava
de Barcinas in 1699, some twenty-five years after the date of the original
painting. Also, the insignia of the Order of Santiago is absent. l ?
Along the upper side of the original painting, opposite the side
depicting the Vargas coat of arms, there is what appears to be an
opening in the room in which Vargas stands, perhaps a doorway or
window, vaguely showing an outdoor battle scene with soldiers, military weapons, arid a cannon and cannon balls in the foreground. In
15. Correspondence with Marques de Ciadoncha; Balsera, Laudemus viros gloriosos,
28, 29, 35, 43, 45-47, 49.
16. See genealogical chart of the Vargas family, Balsera, Laudemus viros gloriosos, 135.
There is no documentary evidence that Vargas was a member of the Order of Santiago,
Kessell, "Another Look," 20,28, n. 32.
17. Twitchell, Spanish Archives of New Mexico, 1: 64; Ralph E. Twitchell, Old Santa Fe:
The Story of New Mexico's Ancient Capital (Santa Fe: Santa Fe New Mexican Publishing
Company, 1925), 68. Irving A. Leonard, trans., The Mercurio Volante of Don Carlos de
Siguenza y Gongora: An Account of the First Expedition of Don Diego de Vargas .into New Mexico
in 1692 (Los Angeles: Quivira Society, 1932),42; Espinosa, Crusaders, frontispiece; Kessell,
Kiva, Cross, and Crown, 242. Whereabouts of the original version of the coat of arms first
published by Twitchell in 1914 is unknown. From the visible small section of a circular
stamp on the lower corner of the original Twitchell copy, it appears that it was obtained
from a heraldic archive or museum in Spain. See Julio de Atienza, Nobiliario Espanol
(Madrid: Aguilar, 1959), 20; Espinosa, Crusaders, 319, 339.

316

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JULY 1989

the background, a distant murky sky covers a larger area. The precise
significance of this scene is unknown. It is probably an evocation of
the military exploits of members of the Vargas family, so many of whom
distinguished themselves as soldiers in defense of the Spanish crown. 18
In the lower left corner of the painting, below the battle scene,
there is a legend with a decorative gold border that was clearly, on
close examination, superimposed on the original painting after Vargas'
death in 1704. It reads:
El Senor on Diego de Bargas Zapata Lujan Ponce de Leon Marques
de la Naba de Barcinas del Orden de Sntiago Governador, Conqistador, Pacificidor, y Capitan General del Nuebo Mejico, perdio
la Vida en Canpana Rasa por libertar los Vassos Sagrados en el
Sitio de Bernalillo ano de MDCCIY. .
His Lordship Diego de Vargas Zapata Lujan Ponce de Leon, Marques of la Nava de Barcinas, of the Order of Santiago, governor,
conqueror, pacificator, and captain general of New Mexico, who
lost his life in open battle attempting to rescue the sacred vessels
at the place of Bernalillo, the year MDCCIy' 19
Whether Vargas was a member of the Order of Santiago has not
been substantiated. Moreover, ample documentation shows that he
suffered a grave illness while campaigning against hostile'Indians about
fourteen leagues from the community of Bernalillo and that he was
taken to Bernalillo where he died on April 8, 1704. A firsthand report
describing in detail Vargas' last days is contained in a letter from Juan
Paez Hurtado to Ignacio L6pez de Zarate in Madrid, April 20, 1704.
The report was uncovered recently by John L. Kessell in the personal
18. Examples include: the roles of the three Vargas brothers in the conquest of Toledo
in 1080 and Madrid in 1083 during the reconquest of Spain from the Moors; a member
of the Vargas family who fought bravely in the famous battle of Nava de Tolosa in 1212;
and the famed Garci Perez de Vargas, who distinguished himself in military victories at
Cordoba in 1236, Jaen in 1246, and Seville in 1248, in the reconquest of Andalucia. There
were others of military renown, including Francisco de Vargas, who with his courageous
wife, Marfa de Lago, were the victorious leaders in the defense of the Alcazar of Madrid
at the time of the uprising of the Comunidades, or Communities, in Castile in the reign
of Emperor Charles V. King Philip II inherited from his father, Charles V, the well-known
Casa de Campo in Madrid, which Charles V had purchased from Francisco de Vargas.
When one of the king's principal counselors asked him why he did not remove the
Vargas coat of arms, the king is said to have replied: "Leave them, for those of such
loyal vassals look well on the home of the royal monarchs." Balsera, Laudemus viros
gloriosos, 113, 115.
19. "Report of the Royal Fiscal, Mexico City," August 4, 1704, legajo 142, Archivo
General de lndias, Guadalajara, discussed in Espinosa, Crusaders, 358-59, n. 25.
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archives of the present Marques de la Nava de Barcin'as in Madrid.
Translated below is an excerpt from the letter:
Following the trail of the enemy with a group of soldiers and some
friendly Indians, and having travelled with the said camp about
forty leagues from this town [Santa Fe], he suffered a grave accident of fevers, caused by chills in his stomach, and seeing that he
was very weak the reverend father preacher Friar Juan de Garaycoechea, chaplain of said field expedition, urged him to return
because he saw him so listless. And he answered the said father
that there was no better place to lose his life than in the service
of God and our lord the King. Nevertheless, since the accident
was so grave, by force of pleading and urging he was returned on
the shoulders of Indians to the town of Bernalillo, about sixteen
leagues from this town, where I awaited him with some medicines
to cure him, but these had no effect as there was no way that they
could provide a remedy. He arrived as I sayan the fifth of the
present month, where ... on the eighth day of the present month,
at about five in the afternoon, he gave up his soul to his Creator.... 20
The significance of the Vargas painting is two-fold. First, it is the
only known portrait of the leading'figure in Spain's reconquest of New
Mexico following the Pueblo Revolt of 1680. Second, our best evidence
indicates that the portrait was painted during Vargas' lifetime and thus
provides a contemporary likeness. Meanwhile, the residents of Santa
Fe continue to keep alive the memory of Vargas and his exploits with
their annual Fiesta de Santa Fe, celebrated first in 1712 to honor Vargas
and the reconquest.

20. Juan Paez Hurtado to Ignacio Lopez de Zarate, April 20, 1704. From a photocopy
of a typewritten copy of the letter made available to Espinosa through the courtesy of
John L. Kessell. The full text of this letter, in Spanish and English translation, appears
in John L. Ke~sell, Rick Hendricks, Meredith D. Dodge, Larry D. Miller, and Eleanor
B. Adams, eds., Remote Beyond Compare: Letters of don Diego de Vargas to His Family from
New Spain and New Mexico, 1675-1706 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
1989).

The Journey of Fray Marcos de Niza
Cleve Hallenbeck
Introduction by David J. Weber
Illustrations by Jose Cisneros
IN COMMEMORATION OF THE 75TH ANNIVERsary of Southern Methodist University and the 50th anniversary of its press, SMU Press is proud to publish this handsome new edition of a classic of Southwestern Americana,
The Journey ofFray Marcos de Niza.
First published in December 1949, Fray Marcos won honors for three extraordinary Southwesterners: author Cleve
Hallenbeck, for his careful and spirited reconstruction of the
route of Fray Marcos' epochal 1539 journey to the American
Southwest; artist Jose Cisneros, for his elegant maps and line
drawings of the principals in the story; and the foremost
printer of the region, Carl Hertzog, for his exquisite design.
This commemorative edition of Fray Marcos reproduces,
in facsimile, the entire text of the original volume, in which
historian Hallenbeck translated and examined the Franciscan's
account of his travels. It also contains the Spanish original of
Fray Marcos' narrative, never before published in this country; new drawings made especially for this edition by the celebrated artist Jose Cisneros; and an informative and highly
readable new introduction by scholar David J. Weber, who
explains the significance of Hallenbeck's groundbreaking
work, describes the continuing controversy over the truth of
Fray Marcos' account, and utilizes the private papers of both
Hallenbeck and Hertzog to illuminate the making of this extraordinary book.
7x 10. 176 pp. 2 maps. 9 line drawings. Index. $29.95

SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY PRESS
For editorial matters: Box 415, Dallas, Texas 75275
(214) 739-5959
To order: Drawer C, College Station, Texas 77843
(409) 845-1436

The Vargas Portrait:
By Whom and When Was It Painted?
JOHN L. KESSELL

Self-assured in court dress and attended by the attributes of a military
career, the subject of the full-length painting is undoubtedly don Diego
de Vargas. At present, however, there are unanswered questions about
the portrait. By whom and when was it painted? Was it painted from
life? lf not, did the artist use an earlier likeness of don Diego? Who
commissioned the painting and when?
Perhaps a Spanish art historian, by close study of the Vargas portrait and its companion (of Juan Antonio L6pez de Zarate), will be able
to identify the artist. As yet, no specific mention of the paintings in
wills or other family documents-at least not in Vargas' generation or
that of his children-has come to light. Inventories of the furnishings
in the private chapel of San Isidro, where the paintings hang-if such
John L. Kessell is associate professor of history in the University of New Mexico
and author of several books, including Kiva, Cross, and Crown: The Pecos Indians and New
Mexico 1540-1840 (1979, reprinted 1987) and The Missions of New Mexico Since 1776 (1980),
and numerous articles on the Spanish Southwest. He is also editor of the long-term
documentary Vargas Project in the University of New Mexico, which is collecting, editing, and publishing in ten volumes the primary sources for the Spanish recolonization
of New Mexico in the 1690s. The first volume of the series, Remote Beyond Compare: Letters
Of don Diego de Vargas to His Family from New Spain and New Mexico, 1675-1706, edited by
John L. Kessell, Rick Hendricks, Meredith D. Dodge, Larry D. Miller, and Eleanor B.
Adams, is forthcoming later this year from the University of New Mexico Press.
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Don Diego de Vargas, as portrayed in a drawing by Jose Cisneros from Cisneros'
Riders Across the Centuries (1984). This evocative modern drawing is closely
based on the portrait of Vargas reproduced in color on the cover of this issue,
and again on page 306. Note the addition of the dagger cross insignia of the
military Order of Santiago on his jacket. Despite the inscription on the original
painting concerning Vargas' membership in this order, researchers for the Vargas Project have ascertained that he was never admitted to the order. Courtesy
of Texas Western Press of the University of Texas at El Paso.
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inventories still exist-could provide clues. Even better would be a
copy of the contract between the artist and his client or clients. I
Vargas did know a famous artist. In the summer of 1670, two years
before he left Madrid for the Indies, don Diego leased for four years
an apartment in the renovated Vargas family complex to court painter
Francisco de Herrera, the Younger, a native of Seville trained in Italy.
The flamboyant don Francisco had loaned Vargas money, and the lease
served as security. 2
The association is interesting, but the relatively inferior quality of
the two paintings in question, obvious even to an untrained eye, rules
out Herrera as the artist. It is possible, of course, that Herrera did paint
a portrait of Vargas, a different one, or arrange for an apprentice or
someone else to do so. A brief physical description of don Diego,
recorded in 1672, is not at notable variance with the man pictured on
the surviving canvas. 3
Surely don Diego, bidding farewell to his wife and children, would
have wished to leave them his portrait, along wit~ his will and the
inventory of his holdings. Vargas understood the value of la picture as
remembrance. Nineteen years .later, from EI Paso, he wo~ld beg his
elder daughter and son-in-law to send him portraits of th~ family. 4
The two portraits in the chapel of San Isidro today seem, on the
I

paintin~S

1. In none of his three extant wills did Diego de Vargas list
of any kind
or, for that matter, other household furnishings. Diego de Vargas, Wills:: Madrid, June
21, 1672, Protocolo 10.125, Archivo Historico de Protocolos de Madrid, tvtadrid, Spain;
Mexico City, June 1, 1703, Notaria 692, Archivo General de Notarias del qistrito Federal,
Mexico City; Bernalillo, April 7, 1704, 1:1027, Spanish Archives of New ¥exico. Neither
did he include such details in the 1672 inventory of his holdings. Di~go de Vargas,
Listing of the entire estate, Torrelaguna, August 9, 1672, Archive of theiMarques de la
Nava de Barcinas, Madrid, Spain. His son-in-law and daughter made ,no mention of
paintings in their wills. Ignacio Lopez de Zarate to Isabel Maria de Varga:s Pimentel and
Juan Antonio Pimentel, Power of attorney to make a will, Madrid, October 28, 1706,
Protocolo 14.570, Will of Isabel Maria de Vargas Pimentel, Madrid, January 22, 1718,
Protocolo 14.868, Archivo Historico de Protocolos de Madrid.
:
2. Contract between Diego de Vargas and Francisco de Herrera, Madrid, July 31,
1670, Protocolo 11.431, Archivo Historico de Protocolos de Madrid. H~rrera, first appointed court painter by Felipe IV, was reappointed in 1672 by Carlos II, who later made
him Assistant Keeper of the Palace Keys and Royal Architect. Herrera clied in Madrid
in 1685. See Jonathan M. Brown, "Herrera the Younger: Baroque Artist a~d Personality,"
Apollo, 84 (July 1966), 34-43.
:
3. Diego de Vargas, Proof of legitimacy, Madrid, June 21, 1672, Protocolo 10.956,
Archivo Historico de Protocolos de Madrid.
4. Diego de Vargas to Isabel Maria de Vargas Pimentel, September 23, 1691, and
Diego de Vargas to Ignacio Lopez de Zarate, September 25, 1691, Archive of the Marques
de la Nava de Barcinas. There is no evidence that don Diego ever received the family
portraits he requested.
!
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basis of circumstantial evidence, to have been painted about 1740, long
after the deaths of two men whose memories they perpetuate. It is
likely that Vargas' grandson, don Diego Jose Lopez de Zarate Vargas
Pimentel Zapata y Lujan Ponce de Leon Cepeda Alvarez Contreras y
Salinas, Marques de Villanueva de la Sagra and Marques de la Nava
de Barcinas, commissioned them. What better way to memorialize the
first holders of the two titles he had inherited: Juan Antonio Lopez de
Zarate, first Marques de Villanueva de la Sagra, and Vargas, first Marques de la Nava de Barcinas. 5
For at least twenty years, don Diego Jose had been petitioning the
Spanish crown for payment in arrears of the four thousand-peso annual
revenue awarded to his grandfather for two heirs in succession. Finally
successful in 1737, Lopez de Zarate Vargas must have received a considerable sum. "Very possibly," writes historian Lansing B. Bloom, "it
was this sudden affluence which enabled the Marquis to publish in
Madrid in 1740 his genealogical history of the illustrious Vargas family."6 This same affluence may also have motivated don Diego Jose to
commission the two paintings.
The inaccurate legend on the Vargas portrait appears to be a scrambled version of the entry for don Diego in his grandson's privately
printed genealogy. Using the same phrases, the author of the legend
combined the fact that Vargas had rescued sacred vessels during his
reconquest of New Mexico and the fact that he had died at Bernalillo
while on campaign. The resulting juxtaposition has don Diego dying
in open warfare during an attempt to rescue the sacred vessels at
5. Juan Antonio Lopez de Zarate (1646-1698), knight of the Order of Santiago, was
serving in the important capacity of Secretario del Despacho Universal, responsible for
the promulgation of royal decrees, when he died. Although he provided for the disposition of several unspecified engravings or paintings in his will, don Juan Antonio
listed no portrait of himself. Will of Juan Antonio Lopez de Zarate, Madrid, February
5, 1698, Protocolo 12120, Archivo Historico de Protocolos de Madrid. Because he had
no children or grandchildren, Juan Antonio bequeathed his noble title of Castile, which
he had enjoyed since 1686, to his younger brother, Ignacio Lopez de Zarate (1647-1707),
Diego de Vargas' son-in-law. With Ignacio's death, the title passed to his son, Vargas'
grandson, Diego Jose Lopez de Zarate Vargas.
Granted in 1698, Diego de Vargas' own noble title, after his death in 1704, descended
on his elder daughter, Isabel Maria (1665-1718), and then, after her demise, on Diego
Jose (1691-1745), the first person to hold both titles. For additional biographical detail,
see Jose Perez Balsera, wudemus viros gloriosos et parentes nostros in generatione sua (Madrid:
Tipografia CatoIica, 1931).
6. Lansing B. Bloom, "The Vargas Encomienda," New Mexico Historical Review, 14
(October 1939), 414. Diego Jose Lopez de Zarate Vargas, Breve descripci6n geneal6gica de
la ilustre, quanta antiquissima casa de los Vargas de Madrid (Madrid: n.p., 1740).
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Bernalillo. 7 If the family in Spain learned of Vargas' earlier heroics at
the mining town of Teutila in Oaxaca, where he rushed into the burning
parish church in 1676 to save the sacred images, their retelling of that
episode may explain in part the confusion about the details of his
death. 8
Evidently the two portraits were executed by the same artist. The
lettering of the legends on both appears to be that of one person. Yet
the treatment of the subjects is understandably different, even stereotypical. Vargas is represented as a noble military figure, while Juan
Antonio Lopez de Zarate assumes the stance of a noble lawyer and
councilor of the king. It may be that an expert in seventeenth and
eighteenth-century dress can provide clues to when the paintings were
done, pointing out, for example, some detail or other only in vogue
at a certain time.
In 1741, when don Diego Jose drew up the draft of a will in his
own hand, he stated that he was adding to the Vargas entail in Madrid
three religious statues so that they would always remain in the family's
oratory, or private chapel. His mother, before her death in 1718, had
asked him to do so. The images, made in Naples, were of San Jose,
San Isidro Labrador, and Santa Maria de la Cabeza. Unfortunately, he
said nothing about paintings or other furnishings of the chapel. 9
After Diego Jose Lopez de Zarate Vargas died in 1745, his entails
and his two titles passed to his eldest son, Antonio Marfa. With the
latter's death in 1792, they devolved upon don Diego Jose's second
son, Ignacio. When Ignacio dictated his will in 1803, he reiterated his
father's provision that the three statues be entailed and kept in the
oratory, for which, he added, he had borne the cost and obtained a
bull from the pope. He then listed other items that should be included
7. The relative passages from the genealogy are: "Iibertadose las Santas Imagenes,
y Vasos Sagrados ... en cuya Conquista proseguia su infatigable zelo, quando el ano
de 1704, perdio la vida en Campana Rasa, en el Sitio de Bernalillo" ("having saved the
holy images and sacred vessels ... during which campaign he carried on with indefatigable zeal, when, in the year 1704, he lost his life in open warfare at the site [or, in
the siege] of Bernalillo"). Lopez de Zarate Vargas, Breve descripci6n geneal6gica, 12-13. The
legend on the painting, however, reads: "perdio la Vida en Canpana Rasa por libertar
los Vasos Sagrados en el Sitio de Bernalillo, ano de MDCCIV."
8. Payo de Rivera Enriquez, Exemption from tribute, Mexico City, March 6, 1677,
Indios 25:232, Archivo General de la Nacion, Mexico City, Mexico.
9. Will of Diego Jose Lopez de Zarate Vargas, Madrid, April 6, 1741, Protocolo 15.840,
Archivo Historico de Protocolos de Madrid; Perez Balsera, Laudemus viros gloriosos, 9197. On page 116, Perez Balsera states that, according to a document in his possession,
Lopez de Zarate's ancestors serving in Italy commissioned noted Neapolitan sculptors
to fashion the statues of San Isidro Labrador and Santa Maria de la Cabeza.
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in the family's Madrid entail: two relics-a cord of San Francisco de
Paula and a staff of San Pedro de Alcantara-and "the portraits of my
ancestors." 10
The need for further study is obvious. A more pressing need,
however, is for conservation, particularly of the Vargas portrait. In the
late 1980s, the crackle is severe in places. Perhaps a reader of the New
Mexico Historical Review will underwrite the costs of study and conservation. After all, it would be a great shame to allow the deterioration
of the only known portrait of don Diego de Vargas, by whomever and
whenever it was painted.

10. Will of Ignacio L6pez de Zarate Vargas y Gaitan, Madrid, July 11, 1803, Protocolo
23.011, Archivo Hist6rico de Protocolos de Madrid. Don Ignacio, who died in 1804,
. named as his heir the only surviving child of his first marriage, don Isidro L6pez de
Zarate y Gamarra. On the chapel of San Isidro, which took its present form in the 1850s,
see Perez Balsera, Laudemus viros gloriosos, 112-16.

Stepped Cloud and Cross: The
Intersection of Pueblo and European
Visual Symbolic Systems
SUZANNE G. KENAGY

Since the sixteenth-century establishment of a Spanish colony in New
Mexico, a major area of both interaction and conflict between Indians
and Spaniards and then, to a lesser degree, Anglo-Americans, has been
the continued practice of indigenous Pueblo religion. Other studies
have investigated Christian attempts to repress Pueblo religion or theological and liturgical similarities between Catholicism and Pueblo belief. The intersection of Christian and Pueblo religious systems and
the possible interrelationship of their primary visual symbols, the cross
and stepped terrace, the employment of the stepped terrace in rituaIIyassociated Pueblo art forms, and the broader concepts behind the increasingly frequent use of such visual symbolic systems in the late
nineteenth and twentieth centuries are topics worthy of further exploration.
Beginning with early Spanish colonists in the seventeenth century,
a new symbolic .code of religious significance wa~ imposed upon the
Pueblo Southwest. New forms and motifs, brought into the territory
Suzanne G. Kenagy, who holds a doctorate in art history from the University of
New Mexico, taught art history at California State University, Northridge, for seven
years and was curator of art at the Southwest Museum in Los Angeles. She has published
several articles on Native American and Hispanic art, and is the owner and director of
Los Manitos Gallery in Santa Fe.
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by the Franciscan friars, were displayeq in and on newly built churches,
which had replaced vandalized and destroyed kivas and were often
built directly over their remains. l Catholic missionaries made considerable effort to explain and inculcate the iconography, primarily the
Latin cross, to their new group of viewers.
Motifs like the cross were not entirely foreign to Pueblo peoples,
because they had been part of a prehistoric painting vocabulary. Employed on prehistoric pottery and in kiva wall painting, equilinear
crosses are generally believed to have represented stars and were associated with warrior societies. Designs in the shape of the Latin cross
also were associated with stylized dragonflies in traditional Pueblo art
and were painted on ritual objects as water and fertility symbols. Pedro
de Castaneda observed in 1540 that the people of Acoma Pueblo crossed
their fingers as a sign of peace. In addition, crosses that Spaniards
erected among the Rio Grande Pueblos were treated as if they were
great prayer offerings. Thus, because of its associations in both systems,
the cross was accepted quickly as potent indicator of symbolic significance, even if its surrounding theological subtleties were not. 2
Under church supervision, some objects associated with Catholic
worship were manufactured by Pueblo peoples. Ceramics were one of
the first kinds of objects to be made for the church by Pueblo artists.
Hispanic influences on form and decoration were particularly strong
during the Mission period, from 1629 to 1680, and again after 1750,
when settlers depended upon Pueblo potters to supply their tableware.
Statistics indicate that seventeenth and eighteenth-century Hispanic
sites derived 97 to 99 percent of their ceramics from the Pueblos. 3
1. Following the architectural and philosophic practice of superposition, observed
at other locations in New Spain such as Tenochtitlan and Cholula, mission churches at
Quarai, Awatovi, and Abo were, by 1630, built directly over the remains of kivas. In this
way, the church itself formed a tangible allegory, reflecting its victory over "false" religions. See Ross Gordon Montgomery, "San Bernardo de Aguatubi, an Analytical Restoration," in R. G. Montgomery, W. Smith, and J. O. Brew, eds., Franciscan Awatovi
(Cambridge: Harvard University, 1949), 135-37.
2. George Parker Winship, "The Coronado Expedition, 1540-1542," Fourteenth Annual Report of the Bureau of Ethnology to the Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution 1892-93
(Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1896),431,491; F. W. Hodge, "Square
Kiva," Donald D. Brand, ed., So Live the Works of Men: Seventeenth Anniversary Volume
Honoring Edgar Lee Hewett (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1939); Alden
C. Hayes suggests that Jesus and Saint Bonaventure may have been added to the list of
kachinas at the Las Humanas site (Gran Quivira) in the Estancia Valley and illustrates
a Tabira black-on-white jar, ca. 1600, painted with a kachina wearing a cross around its
neck. Excavations at Mound 7, Gran Quivira National Monument, New Mexico (Washington,
D.C.: National Park Service, 1981), 9, figure 118.
3. David H. Snow, "Some Economic Considerations of Historic Rio Grande Pueblo
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European forms and motifs, including painted arabesques and flowers,
can also be ascribed to Spanish sources. 4
Pueblo potters not only supplied the missions with tableware but
with church furnishings as well. Baptismal fonts for holy water, originally brought from Spain and Mexico, eventually had to be replaced.
In his 1776 inventory of mission churches, Fray Francisco Atanasio
Dominguez found that large ceramic bowls of Indian manufacture functioned as baptismal fonts at the Pueblos of Zuni, Acoma, Laguna, San
Juan, and Santa Ana. At Zuni, he noted also that the spoon and censer
were of Pueblo origin. The baptistery bowl at Church 3 at Awatovi was
of Hopi manufacture, and excavators found fragments of eight European-shaped bowls, of Hopi workmanship and decoration, jammed in
the outlet of the baptistery washstand. As late as the 1880s, Pueblo
ceramics were reportedly used as holy water fonts at Cochiti and Zia
Pueblos. s
Pueblo peoples were obviously familiar with the Catholic practices
of baptism and aspergement with holy water. The Pueblo interest and
perhaps amusement with Catholic practice is demonstrated by a twentieth-century burlesque of Catholic ceremonies performed during the
Turtle Dance, held at San Juan Pueblo the day after Christmas. Priest,
acolyte, and congregation are impersonated and in one part of the
performance, a white porcelain bowl is brought out and filled with
"holy water," which is then asperged with a broom. Over the centuries,
these elements of Catholic practice have been incorporated into Pueblo
culture, as during the celebration of Santiago's Day at Santa Ana Pueblo.
Here the native church sacristan hands the impersonator of Santiago
Pottery," in Albert E. Schroeder, ed., The Changing Ways of Southwestern Indians: A Historic
Perspective (Glorieta, New Mexico: Rio Grande Press, 1973), 63.
,,'.:
4. See E. Charles Adams and Deborah Hull, "The Prehistoric and Hi~t~ric Occupation of the Hopi Mesas," in Dorothy K. Washburn, ed., Hopi Kachina, Spii'zi'O[ Life (San
Francisco: California Academy of Sciences, 1980), 18-19; Edwin L. Wade, "The Thomas
Kearn Collection of Hopi Pottery: A New Typology," American Indian Art, 5 (Fall :1980),
56-57; Suzanne G. Kenagy, "Deer-and-Medallion Style Pottery at Zuni Pueblo: 'Iconography and Iconology," New Mexico Studies in the Fine Arts, 3 (1978).
.
5. Fray Francisco Atanasio Dominguez, The Missions of New Mexico, 1776, ed. and
trans. Eleanor B. Adams and Fray Angelico Chavez (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 1956), 85, 167, 183, 190, 198-99; J. O. Brew, "Excavation of Franciscan
Awatovi," in Montgomery, et al., Franciscan Awatovi, 58, figure 30a, 89; Lansing B. Bloom,
"Bourke on the Southwest, XlII," New Mexico Historical Review, 13 (April 1938), 223.
Conversely, a Spanish silver-gilt monstrance, three wrought silver chalices, and a gilded
chalice were found on a Zuni altar by Diego de Vargas in 1692. J. Manuel Espinosa, First
Expedition of Vargas into New Mexico, 1692 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
1940), 201-3, 252-53, 266-67.
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a pottery bowl of holy water, and the saint's impersonator sprinkles
the Pueblo's horses and cattle. 6
Aside from this kind of cross-cultural ritual synthesis, the use of
spiritually-charged water in purely indigenous Pueblo ritual acts of
aspergement also has been widely documented. Observers in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries recorded numerous rituals
during which water brought from sacred sources, such as springs or
lakes, was mixed with materials of magico-religious significance in
ceramic bowls. So-called "medicine water" was then sprinkled on ritual
objects to charge them, sprinkled on altars, sprinkled on the heads of
infants during naming ceremonies, and sprinkled on or swallowed by
participants to cure and bless them.
While superficial similarities between Catholic and Pueblo asperge- ___
ment are obvious, evidence indicates that the Pueblo concept of charged ---water has prehistoric antecedents. Since about A.D. 700, unusual ceramic vessels-including effigy figures and other eccentric forms-have
been manufactured in the Southwest, apparently to contain small
amounts of specialliquid.- Blackened jars, overflowing with liquids and
other materials, also appear in clearly ritual contexts in kiva paintings
after about A.D. 1300. While inventories of eccentric prehistoric ceramics
and kiva murals indicate that some kinds of liquids had special significance, the actual role or relative importance of these liquids in
Pueblo ritual prior to European contact is undocumented.?
It is not unreasonable to consider the influence the use of Catholic
holy water may have had on the Pueblo practice of aspergement. If
the use of medicine water and the practice of asperging was indeed in
existence prior to contact, as it most likely was, then the importance
placed on Catholic baptism may have simply accentuated or intensified
its role in Pueblo religion. As anthropologist Leslie A. White observed
6. Elsie Clews Parsons, "The Social Organization of the Tewa of New Mexico,"
Memoirs of the American Anthropological Association, supplement 36 (Menasha, Wisconsin:
American Anthropological Association, 1929), 183. For a description of an eighteenthcentury Pueblo burlesque of Bishop Pedro Tamar6n's visit to Pecos Pueblo, see Eleanor
B. Adams, ed., "Bishop Tamar6n's Visitation of New Mexico, 1760," New Mexico Historical
Review, 28 (April 1953), 81-114; Leslie A. White, "The Pueblo of Santa Ana, New Mexico,"
Memoirs of the American Anthropological Association, supplement 44 (Menasha, Wisconsin:
American Anthropological Association, 1942), 108, 256.
7. In the kiva mural paintings at the Rio Grande site of Kuaua, what appear to be
water showers, represented by a mass of closely painted dots, faU from a gourd carried
by an anthropomorphic figure. The water faUs on a plant or into a large vessel. There
is no real evidence, however, that the act of aspergement, within a ritual context, is
being represented here.
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Figure 1. Terraced ceramic bowl from Zuni Pueblo. Photograph by Blair Clark.
Courtesy Museum of New Mexico, negative number 19232/12.

at Santa Ana Pueblo, "they have accepted bits of Catholic ideology,
ritual, and paraphernalia ... and these bits belong to them."8
A second and perhaps more significant consideration is the effect
of the local manufacture of church fonts and holy water vessels by
Pueblo potters on the increased production of ritually-associated Pueblo
ceramics during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. It is at
this time that the clearly distinguished ritual bowl, made to contain
medicine water, prayer meal, or yucca suds, emerges as a numerically
significant ceramic form, with examples described, made for, or collected by outsiders at virtually all of the Pueblos (figure 1).
, Among the most striking and significant indicators of Pueblo ritual
association is the stepped terrace motif, employed on a variety of ritual
paraphernalia and often incorporated into the architecture of the Pueblo
kiva. In the historic period, it is most often interpreted as an abstract
representation of clouds, clearly associated with rain and fertility. 9
8. White, "Pueblo of Santa Ana," 60.
9. Ruth L. Bunzel, The Pueblo Potter: A Study of Creative Imagination in Primitive Art
(New York: Columbia University Press, 1929),94; Edwin L. Wade and Lea S. McChesney,
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Prior to about A.D. 1300, the use of the stepped terrace motif in
ritual context is uncertain, although terraced and T-shaped doorways
were constructed from about A.D. 1000 in the Chaco Canyon and Mesa
Verde regions. It is after A.D. 1300 that terraced motifs occur in rock
art throughout the Southwest and appear in association with other
clearly symbolic motifs. Kiva fire pit deflectors or screens with terraced
tops were also constructed during the late prehistoric period and are
believed to have sometimes served as altars. 10 Terraced motifs also
occurred on prehistoric ceramics and were carved on stone pipes and
on other ritually-associated objects.
In the historic period, carved and painted terraces appeared on a
wide variety of ritual pieces, including tablita headdresses, wooden
altars, dry paintings, masks, dance kilts, kiva wall painting, and clay
pipes used for ceremonial smoking. From the early. fourteenth century,
the stepped terrace also had been carved on the rims of ritually-associated ceramics, particularly small prayer meal bowls. Dating from
Fray Alonso de Posada's 1661 absolute prohibition of all kachina dances
and other rituals, however, periodic raids were made on kivas and
homes, and ritual paraphernalia, including kachina masks, images,
painted slabs, prayer sticks, and ceramics, were publicly destroyed.
Kivas themselves were closed or desecrated. Pueblo religious leaders,
firm in their opposition to conversion, were punished or executed on
charges of sorcery and witchcraft. Severe reprimands also were ordered
for suspected acts of idolatry or laxity in Catholic observance. II
America's Great Lost Expedition: The Thomas Kearn Collection of Hopi Pottery from the Second
Hemenway Expedition, 1890-1894 (Phoenix: Heard Museum, 1980), 104; Margaret Hardin,
Gift of Mother Earth: Ceramics in the Zuni Tradition (Phoenix: Heard Museum, 1983), 32.
Among the eastern Pueblos the motif is also associated with mountains. See Kenneth
M. Chapman, The Pottery of San Ildefonso Pueblo (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1970), 114. Interestingly, George Kubler suggests the possibility that the stepped
talud-tablero motif, prominent in Classic period Mesoamerican architecture, served as a
means of marking the sacred and that the motif itself, composed of a rectangle set upon
a truncated triangle, represented a combination of mountain and cloud elements, symbolizing the promise of rain. See George Kubler, "Iconographic Aspects of Architectural
Profiles at Teotihuacan and in Mesoamerica," in Alana Cordy-Collins and Jean Stern,
eds., Pre-Columbian Art History (Palo Alto: Peek Publications, 1977), 103-4, 106.
10. For a discussion of the origins and development of the stepped terrace motif
in ritual context see Suzanne G. Kenagy, "The Emergence of Crenellated Ritual Pueblo
Ceramics During the Late Prehistoric Period," Phoebus, 4 (1985), 78-85.
11. Charles Wilson Hackett, ed., Historical Documents Relating to New Mexico, Nueva
Vizcaya, and Approaches Thereto, to 1773 (3 vols., Washington, D.C.: Carnegie Institute of
Washington, 1937),3: 166; Edward P. Dozier, Hano, A Tewa Indian Community in Arizona
(New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1966), 7, 352; Edward P. Dozier, The Pueblo
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Beyond superficial acceptance of the church through forced baptism, the Pueblo peoples generally refused to abandon their traditional
religions. 12 Missionaries fought the persistence of "idolatrous" rituals,
which, of necessity, were simply observed with greater secrecy. Although secrecy undoubtedly played an important role in pre-Conquest
Pueblo religious life-with important distinctions made between
knowledge accessible to those in the esoteric priesthoods and societies
and other members of the Pueblos-it is likely that all the observances
that previously had been public in nature were now performed surreptitiously.13 Thus, during the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries, repressive activities by the Catholic Church resulted in the careful
sequestering of ritual materials and the likely employment cif disguised
or undistinguished ceramic vessels for ritual purposes. 14
By the late nineteenth century, however, the use of terraced rims
on ceramic bowls made to contain medicine water, prayer meal, and
whipped yucca suds had become an almost universal feature among
the Pueblos. Terraced elements also were incorporated into the exterior
architecture of modern kivas. Terraced fire pit screens and altars were
observed at San Ildefonso, Jemez, and Nambe Pueblos in the early
twentieth century. According to Elsie Clews Parsons, all kivas at Isleta
Pueblo had terraced fire screens, and where corner hearths were used,
two side screens with terraces were constructed. Terraced stairways
and modeled terrace elements on walls or roofs occur on a number of
kivas, including the circular kiva of the Black Eyes at Isleta, the circular
outside kiva of the Winter People at San Ildefonso, and the rectangular
plaza kiva at Santa Clara. At some pueblos, such as San Felipe and
Indians of North America (New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1970), 3-4, 50; Hackett,
Historical Documents, 141, 259-60; Charles Wilson Hackett, Revolt of the Pueblo Indians of
New Mexico and Otermin'sAttempted Reconquest 1680-1682, trans. by Charmion Clair Shelby
(2 vols., Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1942), 1: xxii; France V. Scholes,
"Troublous Times in New Mexico 1659-1670," New Mexico Historical Review, 12 (April
1937), 144-45.
12. Dozier, Hano, 7; Dozier, Pueblo Indians, 50.
13. On distinctions between esoteric religious society members and non-members
in the Tewa Pueblos, see Alfonso Ortiz, The Tewa World: Space, Time, and Being and Becoming
in a Pueblo Society (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1969).
14. While Spanish records indicate that Kachina dances and other rituals were
observed on occasion by civil and religious authorities during the repressive seventeenth
century, no such records exist for the more lenient eighteenth century. This indicates
that exposure of the Pueblos to Hispanic persecution resulted in an intensification of
secrecy surrounding their religious life. Edward H. Spicer, Cycles of Conquest: The Impact
of Spain, Mexico, and the United States on the Indians of the Southwest 1533-1960 (Tucson:
University of Arizona Press, 1962), 167.
.
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Cochiti, the stairs leading to the roof entryway are terraced as well.
Ladders used to enter kivas may also have terraced topS.15
Little documentary evidence exists to indicate the dates for the
use of exterior terracing on historic Pueblo kivas, and some interesting
comparisons may be drawn between the use of terraced motifs on kivas
and architectural elements found on Catholic missionary churches of
the early historic period. While it is possible that the appearance of
crenellated parapets and terraced pediments on churches influenced
the use of terraced architectural elements on kiyas, it is also possible
that the indigenous Pueblo use of the terrace element resulted in its
inclusion as a visual motif by Pueblo masons and plasterers on seventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth-century churches. 16 As Pal Keleman observes, Spanish colonial art in the New World was not merely
a transplantation of Spanish form, but incorporated the native visual
preference and sense of form, which modulated the imported style. I?
Crenellated parapets were a particularly distinguishing characteristic of early Franciscan architecture in New Mexico. As "toothlike"
forms atop walls of fortified buildings, they originally served a defensive role in European architecture. The "teeth" protected the defenders,
while the space between was used for the discharge of weapons. In
New Mexico, church walls were brought up past the roof surfaces to
create parapets of various heights, protected from the ravages of erosion by serration or by a flagstone capping. According to Ross Gordon
Montgomery, crenellated parapets were in vogue among the Franciscan
friars responsible for building the earliest churches in the territory.
Because most churches required extensive rebuilding following the
Pueblo Revolt in 1680, however, it is difficult to determine the actual
extent of their original crenellation. It is also likely that churches constructed in more remote areas, such as the Hopi region, kept extraneous
embellishments such as the crenellated parapet to a minimum. 18
15. Alfred V. Kidder, Pecos, New Mexico: Archaeological Notes (Andover: Phillips Academy, the Foundation, 1958),278, figure 68b; Parsons, "Social Organization of the Tewa,"
101, plate 14a; Parsons, "Isleta, New Mexico," Forty-seventh Annual Report of the Bureau
of American Ethnology for the Years 1929-1930 (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing
Office, 1932), 210, 18d; Parsons, "Social Organization of the Tewa," plate 11; Parsons,
"Isleta, New Mexico," 6, plate 18c.
16. The women, boys, and girls who worked as plasterers and construction workers
were not traditionally the makers of ritual objects, with the exception of ceramic vessels.
Use of the terrace may have been so thoroughly a part of the visual vocabulary, however,
that there was no hesitation in their use.
17. Pal Keleman, Baroque and Rococo in Latin America (2 vols., New York: Dover,
1967), 1: 22.
18. Montgomery, "San Bernardo de Aguatubi," 159, 285.

SUZANNE G. KENAGY

333

Figure 2. Crenellations can still be seen along the top of San Miguel Church
in Santa Fe about 1884. Courtesy of Southwest Museum, negative number
35213.
.

Interest in roof crenellation continued into the eighteenth century,
when documents describe almenas or merlons decorating the architecture of New Mexico. More elaborate crenellations were added to New
Mexican churches in the course of remodeling efforts in the mid-nineteenth century. San Francisco, Santa Fe's parroquia or parish church,
was given a wholly crenellated roof line, including towers, transept,
and side chapels between 1846 and 1867. Crenellations also were added
to San Felipe Neri in Albuquerque sometime between the 1850s and
the late 1860s, as well as to San Miguel in Santa Fe and Santa Cruz de
la Canada (figure 2). The popularity of th~ crenellated roof apparently
waned in the 1880s. It was removed from San Felipe Neri by 1884 and
from Santa Cruz by 1886. 19
Perhaps of greater significance to native forms than roof crenellation is the appearance of terraced pediments and belfries on New
Mexican mission churches, another characteristic feature of European
architecture brought into the northern frontier of New Spain. While
19. John L. KesselI, The Missions of New Mexico Since 1776 (Albuquerque: University
of New Mexico Press, 1980), 39, 40, 141-45; George Kubler, Religious Architecture of New
Mexico (Colorado Springs: Taylor Museum, 1940).
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crenellations derived ultimately from Islamic and Romanesque elements in the Spanish Renaissance style, popular in the sixteenth and
early seventeenth centuries, emphasis on ,the decorative facade stems
more from the Baroque, an important influence on Spanish architecture
in the late seventeenth century. Terraced facade elements were employed on many Pueblo missionary churches originally constructed in
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, although a number were
rebuilt or reconstructed in the late nineteenth century. Photographs
taken between 1880 and 1910 indicate the presence of terraced adobe
pediments and bell housings on the churches of Laguna, Zia, Cochiti"
Zuni, Santa Clara, Sandia, Jemez, Tesuque, Picuris, Taos, and Santo
Domingo Pueblos (figure 3).20
Terraced elements were also painted on the walls of at least two
Pueblo churches by native artists. In 1881 John G. Bourke observed
painted terrace designs and circular clouds on the walls of the churches
at Laguna and Acoma and noted the similarity of motifs to those painted
on the walls of the kivas. Similar designs were believed to have been
painted on the walls of the church at Zia. 21
As for the actual dating of Pueblo kivas with exterior terraced
elements, limited documentation suggests some architectural changes
occurring in the early twentieth century: By 1915 kivas at both San
Felipe and Isleta had terraced roof structures, much in the style of
church pediments (figure 4). Archaeologist A. V. Kidder observed that
the kiva at Nambe was remodeled'sometime between 1922 and 1927,
and that additions included a terraced, three-sided fire screen. 22 The
exterior of the Nambe kiva also was reconstructed, along with the
circular kiva at San Ildefonso, where facade terracing was clarified
(figures 5.and 6). It may well_ be that kiva remodeling and the addition
of clearly visible terraced elements served a particularly significant
function in marking Pueblo sacred space and in clearly identifying areas
where Euro-American intrusion was not welcome.
While the examples of church architecture and its furnishings may
have played a limited or indirect role in reinforcing the importance of
20, Carlos Vierra, "New Mexico Architecture," Art and Archaeology, The Arts Throughout the Ages, 7 (January-December 1918), 40, 43; Kubler, Religious Architecture of New
Mexico, figures 79, 114, 121, 176, 190; Kessell, Missions of New Mexico, 3, 89, 98, 115-17,
121, 156. The same style of bell housing appeared on Hispanic churches built in the
1930s, including those at Abiquiu, Paraje, and Mesita, which rather self-conSCiously
imitate the Indian mission style.
21. Lansing B. Bloom, "Bourke on the Southwest, XII," New Mexico Historical Review,
12 (October 1937),367,373; Kubler, Religious Architecture of New Mexico, 65.
22. Kidder, Pecos, New Mexico, 271.

Cfl

c::

N

:>
Z
Z

tTl

C'l
I'::
tTl

Z
:>
C'l
-<
Figure 3. San Buenaventura at Cochiti Pueblo about 1880. The church was constructed originally in 1706, refurbished about
1890, and remodeled extensively after 1910. Courtesy of Southwest Museum, negative number 35214.
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Figure 4. Kiva at Isleta Pueblo about 1912. Terraced pediment is visible at
extreme left. Photograph by Jesse L. Nusbaum. Courtesy of Museum of New
Mexico, negative number 2641.

the stepped terrace motif as a primary symbol of indigenous belief,
the imposition of an alien population and symbolic system likely provided a model of greater significance for the Pueblos than either the
baptismal font or terraced pediment. Euro-American culttire and visual
symbols assumed and reinforced a division between the sacred and
secular spheres of life. It is widely acknowledged that this sort of
separation is of much less relevance to most Native American world
views in general and to the Pueblos in particular. It is reasonable to
assume, however, that Puebloans perceived the significance of this
division of spheres to outsiders now resident in their midst.
Although Pueblo ritual motifs, including the stepped cloud terrace,
had been in use for centuries, the Christian use of a single abstract
symbol-the cross-to mark sacred space and association was probably
of particular significance. Its use may well have stimulated the Pueblo
employment of a similarly simple motif with a long history of symbolic
significance-the stepped cloud terrace. The concept of marking sacred
space likely encouraged the Pueblos to mark kiva exteriors visually and
to accentuate differences between secular and non-secular structures
to outside observers.
The fluorescence of the stepped terrace motif in the late nineteenth
century and its use in marking ritual association can be understood
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Figure 5. Circular kiva at San lldefonso Pueblo about 1910 before refurbishing.
Photo by Jesse L. Nusbaum. Courtesy of Museum of New Mexico, negative
number 3687.

Figure 6. The same kiva at San lldefonso Pueblo after refurbishing sometime
before 1925. Photo by Jesse L. Nusbaum. Courtesy of Museum of New Mexico,
negative numer 61758.
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more clearly in its historical context. After taking possession of New
Mexico in 1846, the U.s. government evidenced no official intention
of converting the Pueblo peoples to Christianity. The principal AngloAmerican interest in the Pueblos was in controlling trade, protecting
economic interests, and in restraining the predatory activities of the
Navajos and Apaches, with little attention paid to internal affairs. While
a number of missionary Protestant groups, particularly Presbyterians
and Mormons, viewed the Pueblos with missionary interest, neither
the Mormons nor the Presbyterians--nor Bishop Jean Lamy, who visited the Zuni in 1876 in hopes of reopening its church-had any real
or lasting effect upon their religious life. 23
By 1880 the U.S. Army had successfully contained the Navajo,
Apache, Ute, and Comanche threat against the Pueblos, and peace had
become permanent. Pueblo religion was relatively free from outside
interference, with a blending of Catholic and indigenous beliefs and
practices now accepted as traditional along the Rio Grande. Attempts
at Protestant missionization in the late nineteenth century, while persistent, were in no way equal in threat to the Catholic suppression
experienced in earlier centuries.
Of particular significance to the Pueblos in the late nineteenth
century was the coming of the railroad. A flood of American anthropologists and archaeologists entered the Southwest Pueblos in the 1880s,
following the interest generated by the Bureau of American Ethnology's
first expedition in 1879. These inquisitive outsiders were intent on
studying ruins of the past, as well as the living cultures of the Pueblos.
The history of anthropological study at the Pueblos is well-documented, as is the behavior of some of these investigators, particularly
their intrusion into religious affairs and theft of sacred objects. 24
Beginning in the 1880s, curious Indian service officials, local Anglo
residents, and tourists sometimes forced their presence on Pueblo dances
to which they were not invited. Their observation of "obscene" and
"immoral" practices spurred government attempts to erase elements
that violated Anglo-American standards of decency.2s Children were
23. C. Gregory Crampton, The Zunis of Cibola (Salt Lake City: University of Utah
Press, 1977), 116-18.
24. See Triloki Nath Pandey, "Anthropologists at Zuni," Proceedings of the American
Philosophical Society, 116 (August 15, 1972); Gordon R. Willey and Jeremy A. Sabloff, A
History of American Archaeology (San Francisco: W. H. Freeman, 1974); Keith H. Basso,
"History of Ethnological Research," in Alfonso Ortiz, ed., Handbook of North American
Indians, Southwest (20 vols., Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution, 1979), 9: 14-21;
Nancy J. Parezo, "Now is the Time to Collect," Masterkey, 4 (Winter 1986), 11-18.
25. Dozier, Pueblo Indians,S.
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forced to enroll in government and sectarian boarding schools-on
occasion at gunpoint-and their participation in Pueblo initiatio'n ceremonies was forbidden. 26 By 1903, however, government intrusion into
Pueblo religious life had inspired a number of politicians, writers, and
anthropologists to take action. The publicity generated by several public campaigns brought official investigations and an outpouring of moral
support for the Pueblos, while inspiring an increasing number of interested and sympathetic Anglo scientists, artists, and writers to visit
the region. 27
Sympathetic Anglo attitudes continued into the 1920s, coincident
with the florescence of colonies in Santa Fe and Taos, populated by
Anglo intellectuals and artists enamored of Indian art and culture.
Many of them visited and then painted Pueblo dances and ceremonies,
or included ritual paraphernalia in their works. Pueblo ceramics also
were revitalized and commercialized in the 1920s, with new emphasis
on ritually-associated forms and motifs. Patronage of individual Pueblo
artists and Anglo political involvement in defense of Pueblo religious
freedom and land rights also increased substantially during the decade.
The events of the late nineteenth century, with relatively increasing
religious freedom under secular governmental authority, as well as the
general failure of Protestant missionization, may have awakened a
freedom and pride in displaying ritually-associated symbols within the
Pueblos and in using them to mark the limits of a sphere now largely
protected from outside interference.
The function of the stepped terrace as a primary indicator of ritual
association certainly has been significant for the Pueblo peoples, but
perhaps, equally so for Anglos. The cloud terrace appears not only on
objects made for indigenous use, buton pieces clearly made in a ritual
. style for sale on the commercial art market. Beginning primarily in the
1920s, and probably even earlier, pieces in the ritual style, indicated
by the terraced rim, were made specifically for outsiders as art pieces.
The terraced rim has served as a clear signal to the potential buyer of
inherent symbolic significance. For the outside market, it may well be
that the indicated presence of symbolic religious meaning is of greater
importance than its intrinsic meaning.
26. Harry C. James, Pages from Hopi History (Tucson: University of Arizona Press,
1974), 111-15.
27. See Charles F. Lummis, "Bullying the 'Quaker Indians,''' Out West, 18 (JanuaryJune 1903), 669-90 and ibid., 19 (July-December 1903), 43-46, 171-75; and James, Pages

from Hopi History, 123-29.
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Thus, the intersection of Pueblo and Euro-American religious visual symbolic systems has likely resulted in the more pervasive employment of the stepped cloud terrace to indicate ritual associations.
Among the Pueblos the stepped terrace can be read as a means of
demonstrating conformance to Euro-American concepts of the separation of the sacred and the secular, as well as to mark the sacred space
that can no longer be invaded by outsiders. It also indicates the persistence of indigenous belief despite countless subsequent attempts to
destroy it since European contact four centuries ago.

Another Look at Dating the Scholes
Manuscript: A Research Note
JAMES E. IVEY

In 1929 France Scholes published translations of several documents
that he thought would be useful for historians of colonial New Mexico.
One, a listing of churches and conventos at various pueblos, Scholes
assumed dated from about 1629. 1 The document had an interminable
title, beginning with the words "Certification of the notices which exist
concerning the Custodia of New Mexico./I It will be called the Certification in the remainder of this essay. The Certification has become
important because it is the only concise listing of missions in New
Mexico for the period between Fray Alonso de Benavides' descriptions
written in 1630 (based on his observations in New Mexico from 1622
to 1629 with added information current to mid-1632) and a second list
prepared in 1663. 2 Many of the assumptions Borderlands historians
James E. Ivey is a historian with the Southwest Regional Office of the National Park
Service. He lives in Santa Fe.
1. France Scholes, "Documents for th~ History of the New Mexican Missions in the
Seventeenth Century," New Mexico Historical Review, 4 (January 1929), 45-51.
2. Fray Alonso de Benavides left New Mexico in September 1629. He wrote the first
version of his Memorial after arriving in Madrid, Spain, in August 1630. Mrs. Edward
E. Ayer, trans., The Memorial of Fray Alonso De Benavides, 1630 (Chicago: Edward E. Ayer,
1960), 188-90, n.3. Benavides received at least one update concerning events in New
Mexico since his departure that carried his knowledge up to at least February 1632. He
incorporated the new information into his Memorial of 1634. See James Ivey, In the Midst
of a Loneliness: The Architectural History of the Salinas Missions [Southwest Cultural Resources Center, Professional Papers No. 15) (Santa Fe: National Park Service, 1988),4013. The 1663 listing of missions is in Scholes, "Documents," 52-57.
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make about development of New Mexico's mission system depend on
this document.
Scholes reexamined the document in 1944. Based on interpretation
of several details contained in descriptions of various pueblos, he concluded that its date must be between 1639 and 1642. He reasoned that
the document referred to Las Humanas and Tabira as visitas of Ab6,
and therefore must date between 1632 and 1659, the only period when
this arrangement existed. 3 In addition, the document mentioned the
killing of a friar at Taos, placing the document after 1639. Moreover,
the document stated that Zuni's friar had been killed and the province
punished, but was still without a reestablished convento. Scholes considered this state to have lasted until no later than about 1644,' and
perhaps no later than 1642. Hence the estimated date of 1641. 4
The obvious weak point in this determination was the date of the
reestablishment of the missions in the province of Zuni. Scholes was
unsure of when this occurred but felt that it had happened by the end
of the tenure of governor Alonso Pacheco de Herredia in 1644.s
In 1984 Stuart J. Baldwin published a short note suggesting a
revised dating of the manuscript. 6 He noted weakness in the case for
a circa 1642 reestablishment date of the Zuni missions and the complete
lack in the available documents of any corroborating indication of missionary activity at those pueblos until the late 1650s. This, he argued,
returned us to the original period of 1639-1659 as the window within
which the document could have been prepared.
Baldwin suggested that evidence within the document itself implied that it had been written about 1656. Baldwin based his argument
on the description of Ab6, where the document made a specific mention of an organ in the church. He connected this with a statement by
Fray Juan Ramirez, custodian of the province, that as of 1659 a "fine
3. In fact, the establishment of visita status for Las Humanas probably did not occur
until 1634. See Ivey, Loneliness, 170, n. 25.
4. France V. Scholes, "Correction," New Mexico Historical Review, 19 (July 1944), 24346.
5. Scholes cited a document stating this, but then added that the document was a
forgery. He nevertheless considered the general events described in the document to
be based on truth.
6. Stuart J. Baldwin, "A Reconsideration of the Dating of a Seventeenth-Century
New Mexican Document," New Mexico Historical Review, 59 (October 1984), 411-13. John
L. Kessell referred to Baldwin's suggested date of 1656 for the Certification in the preface
to the paperbound reprint of Kiva, Cross, and Crown: The Pecos Indians and New Mexico
1540-1840 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1982), ix. It was Kessell's
reference that attracted the author's attention to Baldwin's article.
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organ" had been bought for Abo.? Baldwin suggested that the organ
had arrived on the supply train of 1656, and that the Certification had
been prepared subsequently to accompany the returning supply train
in 1657. Recent archaeological work indicates, however, that the church
was rebuilt sometime betw~en 1645 and 1651, implying that the recent
organ purchase mentioned in 1659 was the purchase of a new organ
to upgrade equipment for a new, larger church building. 8 The earlier
church could easily have had a smaller, less desirable organ. The new
organ at Abo in 1659, then, was not necessarily the same organ as that
mentioned in the Certification, and Baldwin's dating is therefore no
more certain than Scholes'.
So far, the Certification has been redated twice, both times making
use of specific statements in the document. In each case, however, only
one or two bits of evidence have been used. Baldwin, for example,
does not explain the reference in the Certification to the death of a
friar at Taos and the lack of a mission there, as does Scholes in his
argument concerning the preparation date. To best date the document,
as much of the internal evidence as possible should be taken into
account. The following pieces of evidence found in the document offer
some hints about when it was written.
1. The Certification states that Hawikuh and Zuni had revolted,
killed ministers, destroyed churches, and were without resident ministers. This was a condition that began in 1632 and could have lasted
until the late 1650s. The date of the return of missionaries to Zuni is
presently unknown.
2. Taos was in revolt after killing a minister and destroying a
church. A military expedition had been sent, and some Taos Indians
had been defeated, but no mission had been reestablished. According
to Scholes, the expedition against· the Taos Indians occurred about
1640-1642. 9 The reestablishment of a mission at Taos is presently undated, but occurred before 1659. 10
3. The church at San Marcos Pueblo in the Galisteo basin had been
7. Fray Juan Ramirez to the Viceroy of New Spain, September 8, 1659, in Charles
Wilson Hackett, trans., Historical Documents Relating to New Mexico, Nueva Vizcaya, and
Approaches Thereto, to 1773 (3 vols., Washington, D.C.: Carnegie Institution, 1937),3: 192.
Kessell notes that the Spanish term organa could mean a choir trained in plainsong,
rather than a musical· instrument. See Kessell, Kiva, Cross, and Crown, 169-70. The Ramirez letter, however, makes explicit reference to the purchase of the organ with the
profits of the mission's enterprise, making it clear that an object was meant, not a choir.
8. Ivey, Loneliness, 66-91, 313-15.
9. Scholes, "Correction," 244-45.
10. France V. Scholes and Lansing B. Bloom, "Friar Personnel and Mission Chronology, 1598-1629, Part 2," New Mexico Historical Review, 20 (January 1945), 75.
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built, but the convento was still unfinished. The mission was established between 1634 and 1638. 11 If construction was proceeding normally, the entire complex should have been finished about six years
after establishment, or about 1642, but the completion date could easily
have been delayed by adversity.
4. The church and convento at Alameda Pueblo were· complete.
The Franciscans established a mission there about 1629. A missionary
is listed as late as 1635, but afterwards the mission was usually a visita
of Sandia. A new church was built there about 1662-1663. When the
mission became a visita is unknown. 12
5. Sevilleta and Alamillo were visitas of Socorro. Scholes states
that the two switch between being visitas and independent missions
during the 1600s, but does not say when these two conditions were
in effect. He does say, however, that Alamillo had missionaries to 1638
and after 1659. 13
6. The mission of San Antonio de Senecu was not listed. Its absence may indicate that it was neither a mission nor a visita at the time
the Certification was written. Senecu may have not had a resident
missionary between 1638 and about 1642. In 1638 Fray Antonio de
Arteaga and lay brother Fray Garcia de San Francisco, who founded
the mission, left Senecu. Soon thereafter they went to Mexico, and not
much later Fray Garcia received ordination as a priest and returned to
Senecu. He could not have returned until the next supply train, about
1641, but the date of his return and whether another priest was stationed at Senecu during his absence is not clear. 14
7. A mission listed as "San P.o" had been established. Subsequently, the pueblo was depopulated but at the time of the Certification
was being inhabited again. Scholes does not hazard a guess as to which
pueblo this might have been. Since the Certification considered "San
P.o" to be sufficient identification, the abbreviation must be for one of
the few saints' names beginning with "P." San Pablo and San Pedro
come to mind, but no mission of either name is presently known.
Benavides, however, does refer to a pueblo called San Pedro, the saint's
name applied to Paaco. Archaeology has yet to reveal a church and
convento at this pueblo, but much of the site remains unexplored. It
11. Ibid., 65.
12. Ibid., 64; Frederick Webb Hodge, George P. Hammond, and Agapito Rey, eds.,
Fray Alonso de Benavides' Revised Memorial of 1634 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1945), 257, n. 75; Hackett, Historical Documents, 255..
13. Scholes and Bloom, "Friar Personnel, Part 2," p. 81.
14. Ibid., 80.
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is possible, therefore, that "San P.o" refers to a church and convento
at Paaco. 15
8. No mission to the Manso Indians near EI Paso is mentioned.
The Manso mission had at least a temporary church by 1656. 16
9. Only one mission to the Jemez was listed. Both San Jose de
Giusewa and San Diego de Jemez had been established by 1629, but
San Jose de Giusewa apparently was abandoned by 1640. The history
of the Jemez missions is as unknown as any other between 1639 and
1659. The only evidence for the abandonment of San Jose de Giusewa
by 1639 is a document quoted by Lansing Bloom. This document refers
to "el convento de los Hemes," which Bloom construes to mean that
there was only one mission establishment to the Jemez Indians by 1639.
Scholes quotes a document dated 1640 that also refers to a mission at
"hemes." Such statements only demonstrate the existence of a mission
at Jemez Pueblo or among the various pueblos of the Jemez Indians.
They say nothing about whether the mission at Giusewa had been
closed. It is possible that the mission at Giusewa continued in operation
some time after 1639, and the absence of an explicit reference to San
Jose contributes little to the datable information. 17
10. The mission at the Hopi village of Moxainavi was listed as a
visita of Shongopavi. By 1663 Moxainavi had been made a mission in
its own right, with a visita. The period during which Moxainavi was
a visita is not presently known. 18
11. The Certification lists Santa Clara as a cabecera with San Juan
as its visita. Scholes makes no mention of this arrangement but implies
that during most of the second half of the century Santa Clara was a
visita of San Ildefonso. When Santa Clara was reduced to a visita is
presently unknown, but the Certification was written before this happened. 19
.
\
12. Cochiti was a visita of Santo Domingo in the Certification, but
15. Hodge, Hammond, and Rey, Revised Memorial, 244, n. 55. See reference to the
pueblo as "San P... "without noting the superscript "0," in Scholes, "Documents," 50.
16. France V. Scholes, "The Supply Service of the New Mexico Missions in the
Seventeenth Century, 1631-1664, Part 2," New Mexico Historical Review, 5 (April 1930),
194.
'
17. Lansing B. Bloom and Lynn B. Mitchell, "The Chapter Elections in 1672," New
Mexico HistoriC/il Review, 13 (January 1938), 92, n. 21; France Scholes, "Notes on the Jemez
Missions in the Seventeenth Century," E/o Palacio, 44 (October 1938), 94; Scholes and
Bloom, "Friar Personnel, Part 2," p. 77; Scholes, "Notes," 98, n. 29.
18. There is no mention of Moxainavi's period as a cabecera. See Scholes and Bloom,
"Friar Personnel, Part 2," p. 82.
19. France V. Scholes and Lansing B. Bloom, "Friar Personnel and Mission Chronology, 1598-1629, Part 1," New Mexico Historical Review, 19 (October 1944), 332-33.
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by 1663 had been a mission in its own right, with a convento, and then
returned to a visita of Santo Domingo. The period when Cochiti was
a full mission is unknown, but the Certification was written at a time
when it was not. 20
13. Chilili was a mission in its own right (about 1662 it was made
a visita of Tajique), and the Certification states that "in this pueblo
there have been assembled many people from the other pueblos." The
event to which this remark refers is presently unknown.
14. The Certification states that Santa Clara had "eight estancias
under cultivation, and their serving people." Sandia had an unstated
number of estancias under cultivation, and Isleta had fourteen. By
1663/ San Ildefonso (the mission that assumed administration of Santa
Clara) had six estancias, San Marcos had three, Sandia had about thirty,
Isleta still had fourteen, Socorro had two/ and Santa Fe and Nambe
had "several" each. The increase from a total of something more than
twenty-two in the Certification to more than fifty-five in 1663 implies
that more than six years had passed between the two listings. A curious
aspect of these references to estancias is that the phrasing indicates
that the estancias belonged to the missions. It would be easier to believe
that they were owned and operated by lay people for whom the mission
had spiritual responsibility, but the facts do not support this. Estancias
owned by civilians, for example, are known to have existed in the area
of Tajique and Quarai during the late 1650s and early 1660s but are not
listed in the 1663 document. It appears that the principal missions in
the central Rio Grande Valley operated huge ranching and farming
complexes. The implications are far-reaching and fascinating. If the
estancias did, indeed, belong to the missions, they would form the
"breadbasket" of the province.
This analysis shows'that the Certification does not neatly disclose
its date of composition by internal evidence. The failure, however, is
on our part, rather than because of a lack of internal detail. Although
several clear conditions exist in the document that should permit an
easy dating, we do not know anything about them. This lack of information/ of course, impedes our efficiency in arriving at a date. References to conditions at the Zuni pueblos and at Taos, however, as though
they were recent events along with the unfinished condition of San
Marcos and several other references, imply that "about 1641" fits the
20. This statement is based on the reference to the convento of San Buenaventura
at Cochiti in the 1663 list; Scholes, "Documents," 54. See also Scholes and Bloom, "Friar
Personnel, Part 1," p. 334. Cochiti became a separate convento by about 1637. Hodge,
Hammond, and Rey, Revised Memorial, 262, n. 77.
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Certification more comfortably than "about 1656." Therefore, Scholes'
dating, as suggested in his "Correction," should continue to be used.
Modern scholarship simply does not yet know enough about Franciscan New Mexico between 1638 and, 1659 to make use of the clues
the document offers. Instead, the Certification is a signpost pointing
towards events and relationships in the province of New Mexico that
await discovery.

Myth and the History of the Hispanic Southwest. By David J. Weber. (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1988. xii + 179 pp. Notes, index. $27.50)

Whither Borderlands History?
A Review Essay
ARNOLDO DE LEON
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Students of the Hispanic Southwest include an arraY'of historiims whose
interest run the gamut from those who specialize in·Spain'ii).·,Ameiica,
in Mexico in the Borderlands, and even in Mexican'Americans in the
southwestern United States. Running down the 2hhdition of scholarship in each of these respective areas is a difficult chore, even if one
has a serious interest in fhe three. Giving readers a survey of the myriad
questions, issues, and problems of current concern to those,'interested
in the field of the Hispanic Southwest is among David J. Weber's 'contributions in Myth and the History of the Hispanic Southwest. This collection of Weber's wide-ranging essays makes for a convenient encapsulation
of the current state of "Borderlands history."
Four of the essays were Weber's Calvin Horn Lectures given at
the University of New Mexico in 1987. Weber's conceptualization of
. Borderlands history as embracing the span of centuries between the
time of Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca and past the Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo of 1848 was not always in vogue among historians of the
Hispanic Southwest. Until the 1950s, those who gave substance to
Borderlands scholarship followed the lead of the field's founder, Herbert E. Bolton. Given the racial attitudes of the age, Spaniards seemed
these writers' natural subjects. Mexicans in the Southwest, and Mexican·
1

Arnoldo De Leon is C. J. "Red" Davidson Professor of History at Angelo· State
University in San Angelo, Texas. He is the author of several books, including Ethnicity
in the Sunbelt: A HistorY of Mexican Americans in Houston (1989) and co-author of Tejanos
and the Numbers Game (1989).
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Americans especially, had left practically no imprint on the history of
the region. What deserved attention for those writing under Bolton's
mentorship were heroic figures and the high drama of exploration and
international rivalry in which the Spanish empire engaged. The history
of the Hispanic Southwest, therefore, revolved around the epic struggles of the Spaniards who left a legacy of myth, romance, epic adventure, and a useable past.
Borderlands history has departed from that tradition, Weber holds,
to assume fresh approaches, integrate new techniques, .and to consider
reinterpretation and even self-analysis. Currently debated, for example, are questions regarding the definition of Borderlands history. Time
has acted not to bring consensus on this point but rather to fragment
it. Thus, scholars presently face disagreement over the question of what
regions comprise the Borderlands. Does Borderlands history embrace
the southeastern part of the United States, which at one time belonged
to Spain (Louisiana to Florida), or should it be restricted to the southwestern United States? What are the spatial boundaries of the topic?
Should it be restricted only to those territories within the contemporary
boundaries of the United States or should it extend to Mexico's northern states? Further preoccupying scholars is the issue of time parameters. Must Borderlands history stop in 1821 when the Spanish empire
ended in the Borderlands (as Bolton believed that it should), or might
it extend to cover the Mexican frontier up to 1848, or perhaps even
Chicano history, which has its beginnings following the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo when Mexicans in the region became American citizens?!
Weber takes up these questions with familiar erudition. He explicates that the term Borderlands has "different meaning to different constituencies" (p. 73). Practitioners include those who focus on Louisiana
and Florida, though the trend is toward limiting the territoriality of
Borderlands study to Texas and west to the Pacific. While the current
line of thinking tends to limit Borderlands history to north of a line
somewhere along the present-day border between Mexico and the United
States, there are those who argue in favor of expanded definitions to
take in Latin American history and even "Hawaii, Guam, and the
Philippine Islands."2 Some of those writing the history of Chicanos
L Western historians have debated the place of Chicano history in their study of
the West, but largely ignored it. An exception that incorporates it effectively into the
larger story is Patricia Nelson Limerick, The Legacy of Conquest: The Unbroken Past of the
American West (New York: W. W. Norton, 1987).
2. Donald C. Cutter, "The Western Spanish Borderlands," in Michael P. Malone,
ed., Historians and the American West (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1983), 42.
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reject any meaningful continuities with Spanish colonial history, but
others find the history of Mexican Americans a logical extension of it.
Authorities such as Donald E. Worcester argue that the Borderlands .
field should expand its time-frame to cover Puerto Ricans, Cubans,
and Mexicans in contemporary society. The question of what comprises
Borderlands studies remains unresolved, but as Weber puts it, "those
definitional problems are spatial and temporal more than methodological or interpretive" (p. 75).
Inherent in the history of the Borderlands are numerous myths,
and Weber thinks,enough of their significance in Hispanic southwestern history to write three essays explicitly on the subject,3 But the
questions Weber poses on the place of myths in Borderlands history
are as significant as other questions he applies to other subjects. Why
did the Spaniards (among them Coronado, Columbus, and Onate)
believe so faithfully in myths, he wonders, but more appropriately,
what roles did myths 'play in early Borderlands history? Why have
American· citizens themselves persisted in their romantic beliefs concerning the events that surround the Battle of the Alamo? What accounts for the perpetuation of myths and stereotypes such as those
which white men formed in their relations with Mexican Americans in
the Hispanic Southwest during the nineteenth century?
Here Weber is on familiar turf as a revisionist. Spaniards had every
reason to believe in the existence of riches, given the oral traditions
and books of the age (not to mention the examples of Hernan Cortes
and Francisco Pizarro). But more apropos to Borderlands studies, those
myths stimulated the first explorations of the Hispanic Southwest by
literate Europeans; in their wake, these entradas left much to posterity.
Among the remains of these expeditions motivated by sixteenth-century myths are Coronado's valuable records of the early ethnology and
ecology of the Southwest and the accounts of the explorers' quests,
which are still debated in the literature and at symposia.
Many of the stories of the Alamo to which Texans hold fast, Weber
declares, are in fact myths. He debunks those beliefs, borrowing from
the significant research of revisionists such as Susan Prendergast
Schoelwer and Paul Andrew Hutton. William B. Travis, Weber maintains, probably did not draw a line on the earth and utter the famous
speech asking those willing to commit certain suicide to cross it: Nor
does it appear that Davy Crockett died "fighting like a tiger killing
3. Using the term "myth" in the book's title gives a deceptive impression, however,
because the nine essays comprising the text are wide-ranging and deal with "myths"
more implicitly than explicitly.
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An imaginative depiction of the Alamo from McClure's magazine (1902).

Mexicans with his bare hands." Rather he seems to have been captured
and swiftly executed by orders of Santa Anna.
In the essay treating the stereotyping of Mexicans in the nineteenth-century Hispanic Southwest, Weber takes issue with the Anglo
attitudes toward the pobladores. He proposes explanations for the Anglos' negative perceptions of Mexicans, including psychological reasons for the creation of stereotypes.
Do old interpretive insights retain the influence of yesteryear, Weber muses in some of the historiographical essays? Only in modified
form, he answers. The popular interpretations surrounding the fall of
the Alamo may be considered discreciited, though he warns that more
"ink remains to be spilled" over the episode (p. 133).4 And, did Fray
Marcos de Niza come within sight of efbola in 1539? That remains
unanswered at present while historians have shifted their attention to
other aspects of the expedition, such as the route Niza took into the
Southwest or which Zuni village Fray Marcos saw.
4. A recent contribution is Ben H. Procter, The Battle of the Alamo (Austin: Texas State
Historical Association, 1986). See also Susan Prendergast Schoelwer with Tom W. Glaser,
Alamo Images: Changing Perceptions of a Texas Experience (Dallas: DeGolyer Library and
Southern Methodist University Press, 1985).
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Weber is more the professor, however, in taking up fresher topics
in Borderlands historiography; especially the roles played in Borderlands studies by the "giants" in frontier history-namely Frederick
Jackson Turner, Herbert E. Bolton, and John Francis Bannon. How
have historians utilized Turner's frontier thesis in interpreting the frontier experience of Spaniards and Mexicans as they pushed northward
from New Spain? What of Bolton, the "Father of Borderlands Study"?
Is his influence in the historiography of the Southwest as pervasive as
when he trained 104 Ph.D.s at Berkeley in his famous "Round Table"
seminar? Lastly, what imprint has the work of Bannon, the Jesuit historian from St. Louis University and the recognized successor to Bolton,
left on the writings of the Hispanic Southwest? Is the Bolton-Bannon
school, with its pro-Spanish sympathies and triumphalist bias, still a
force to be reckoned with?
In answering these questions, Weber displays his mastery of the
vast literature on the Borderlands. In the main, he explains, Turner's
influence on Borderlands historiography has been minimal. Even Bolton, who did his master's degree under Turner at Wisconsin, did not
attempt to apply the Turner thesis to the Hispanicfrontier. As Weber
reasons, "Bolton's published work suggests that he was far more interested in the impact of Spaniards on the frontier than in the influence
of the frontier on Spaniards" (p. 36). To Bolton and his students the
Hispanic frontier differed from Turner's West. Whereas the American
frontier encouraged initiative, individual liberty, and self-government,
Spanish absolutism stifled such traits, it was thought. Apparently, none
of Bolton's students explicitly applied the Turner thesis to the SpanishAmerican frontier, nor has the new generation of Borderlanders. Comparativists, anthropologists, and some social historians using quantitative techniques, however, have used Turner's ideas to elucidate the
understanding of the Borderlands.
What of the Bolton school? How has it fared? According to Weber,
the death in 1986 of Bannon, Bolton's most informed spokesperson,
may have marked the end of an era in the study of the Spanish Borderlands. Bannon was among the last of the Boltonians, emulating
Bolton by extolling the virtues of the Spaniards' achievements in the
Southwest-among them the herculean work of the friar~in efforts
to balance an Anglophile explanation of early American history. B~t
such an interpretation had "run in the opposite" direction of historical
writings appearing by the 1950s. Bannon's approach lost influence to
newer trends infiltrating the field and to the debates over definitions. 5
5. Writings that honor John Francis Bannon's pro-Spanish approach continue to
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Military,plaza, San Antonio, Texas, from an 1853 drawing by Arthur Schott.
From William H. Emory, Report on the United States and Mexico Mexican Boundary
Survey (1857).

Younger writers pointed to the less flattering aspects of the Spanish
colonial experience and began using fresher techniques in their inquiries into Borderlands history. Practitioners took to infighting concerning the aforementioned questions over territoriality, time-spans,
and borders. Confusion arose over what term to use for Spanish Borderlands; "Hispanic Southwest," the "Greater Southwest," and "the far
northern frontier of New Spain" are among proposed labels. But while
Bannon's influence waned, the field so dear to him was energized by
these newer questions, by interdisciplinary approaches, and by selfscrutiny. In Weber's estimation, "John Francis Bannon would have
approved of the field's new directions" (p. 88).
Most meaningful in Myth and the History of the Hispanic Southwest
are the questions Weber raises about a time period in which he is
trailblazer: specifically, the Mexican frontier era, 1821-1846. What occurred in the Hispanic Southwest to loosen Mexico's grip on the Borderlands and allow the United States to take the region almost effortlessly
in 1846? Weber dismisses the traditional interpretation-that because
appear. See Gilbert R. Cruz, Let There Be Towns: Spanish Municipal Origins in the American
Southwest, 1610-1810 (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1988).
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Mexico lacked foresight or concern about the frontier it neglected the
region and was thus in no position to defend it from American armies.
He asks instead: what were the dynamics of Mexican society and institutions in the Borderlands that allowed Mexican frontiersmen to
"acquiesce" in the conquest? Further, what role did U.s. citizens play
in undermining Mexico's grip on the frontier? Did American economic
activities in the Hispanic Southwest before 1846 Americanize Mexican
economic life? Did the American presence disrupt relations with the
Indians to the extent that by 1846 the pobladores would have preferred
the American military protecting them instead of a Mexican military
that seemed unable and unwilling to engage hostile Indians on the
frontier?
First, Weber admonishes, the historiography of the era is "askew."
It is unbalanced because some areas of the region have received greater
attention than others. It is ethnocentric because the United States is
depicted as a dominant player in the region (most of the works on the
Mexican frontier, Weber finds, have been done by U.S. historians) ..
And, it is incomplete because numerous topics have yet to be carefully
researched. But Weber has forayed into ar~hival collections in Mexico,
investigated the valuable holdings of the major U.S. repositqries, reread primary materials to take a fresh look at events, re-examined
secondary works on the subject, and looked deeply into pertinent social
science literature to offer some explanation concerning the events that
unfolded along the frontier.
Newer answers follow. The Republic of Mexico, between the time
of independence and the Mexican War, faced extraordinary internal
problems that frustrated not only efforts at implementing political,
economic, and social changes, but also hindered the attention Mexico
needed to give her remote frontier. The struggle between Federalists
and Centralists, for one thing, did little for the frontiersmen in the far
north who wanted autonomy from the government in Mexico City. In
addition, the liberals' stance toward the Catholic Church weakened the
link clergymen historically had maintained between New Spain and
the Borderlands. Further, Mexico City's willingness to forego the task
of engaging the indios btirbaros on the northern frontier made the pobladores question the priorities of the government. Finally, a weak Mexican economy could not seduce frontiersmen as did the more profitable
U.S. economy to which the northerners turned for better opportunities.
As to the American role in the region, Weber argues in a provocative explanation that U.s. citizens contributed much toward undermining Mexican rule in the far north. In his view, "the westward thrust
of economic activity and population from the United States began to
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Americanize Mexican frontier society and culture well before the American military conquest of the region" (p. 112). By the 1820s, Americans
were active in the Borderlands peddling manufactured goods for such
items as existed in the Mexican north as beaver and sea otter. Equally .
influential in the sabotaging of northern Mexico were the unscrupulous
traders from the United States who exchanged guns, ammunition,
whiskey, and other goods for anything that the indios barbaros could
steal from the settlers. This situation not only alienated the pobladores
from Mexican rule, but the alliance between traders and Indians incidentally furthered the region's gravitation toward the American commercial orbit. .Demographic pressures from American settlers pushing
westward, furthermore, displaced Indian tribes from their former lands
and forced them to live from raiding the Hispanic settlements.
For Weber, therefore, more attention should be directed at the
community of pobladores in the Hispanic Southwest so as to determine
why they did not "resist the American invaders" in 1846. For him, the
Mexican frontiersmen had undergone a pattern of change similar to
that experienced by other frontier residents. In this analysis, borrowed
from anthropologist Owen Lattimore's own studies of border populations, the Mexican pobladores held "ambivalent loyalties" due to their
developing ties with the American economy, the neglect of the central
government, the extreme distance from the nation's core, and to the
regionalism that developed over time.
In focusing on the "community" of pobladores, Weber is in step
with directions pursued in the related field of Chicano history (Weber
has more than a passing interest in the subject, having produced several
studies on the topic), which concentrates more on "the people" instead
of institutions such as missions and presidios, the noble figures who
claimed the Borderlands for Spain, or great events. But what is the
place of Chicano history in the study of the Borderlands? If MexicanAmerican history begins with 1848 when the pobladores of Mexico's
Southwest became Americans, does it not logically belong in American
history? Would Bolton and Bannon approve of extending the traditional
chronological limits of what they conceived as comprising Borderlands
history? Do those who write Chicano history seek a niche in the venerable school? There are several affinities between the two fields. Both
treat the history of the Spanish-speaking peoples who trace their culture to the Iberian peninsula and to the indigenous people of Mexico.
As noted, established authorities in Borderlands history approve extending the Bolton-Bannon time demarcation, and apparently, the advice has been heeded.
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But a definitive agreement has yet to be reached. Chicano historians themselves shy away from identifying their new field with the
Borderlands school (although they do not reject a connection). For one
thing, it pits their basic sympathies with the mixed-blood 'ipeopJe"
against the arrogance of the Spanish crown, the conquistadores, and the
Catholic Church. Then, too, Borderlands historiography has focused
on Spanish institutions whiie Chicanohistory has dealt with Mexicanos
operating within American traditions. The pobladores of the pre-1848
Hispanic Southwest owed their allegiance to Spain or Mexico; the Chicano experience has been molded by a way of life in the United States.
Additionally, most Chicano historians were not trained in the old
entrenched tradition posited by Bolton and Bannon. Nor, for that matter, were they influenced by· such other figures as Turner, or, in the
case of Texas, Walter Prescott Webb, Eugene C. Barker, or Rupert N.
Richardson. 6 Several factors account for this. First; by the 1950s, the
influence of Turner, Bolton, Bannon, and Webb was on the. wane and
the "New Left" writings of the 1960s challenged the old guard's approaches and perceptions. Second, most Chicano scholars were trained
in the latter 1960s or after, by which time historiography was using
new approaches and techniques to study history "from the bottom
up. "7 Civil rights demonstrations, the dismantling of the Jim Crow
system of segregation in Texas, and the liberal ideas of the age influenced their orientation as well. Consequently, the cadre of Chicanoists
either found Turner, Bolton, and Bannon irrelevant to their writings
or consciously set out to take umbrage with the applicability of their
"elitist" interpretation to Chicanos.
An awkward relationship, therefore, exists between practitioners
6. The same applies to western history. Frederick Jackson Turner had no impact on
how western historians see ethnic groups. See Limerick, Legacy of Conquest, 254.
7. Before the 1970s, aspiring Mexican-American historians were discouraged from
going into Mexican-American history on the supposition that Mexic.ans in the United
States "had no history." Instead, they were channeled into Borderlands or Latin American
history, where, in the 1970s, they either remained or made the transition into Chicano
history.
Chicano quantifiers who have studied New Mexico, for example, focus on people,
not the institutions or the events Borderlanders emphasized. See Antonio Jose Rios.. Bustamante, "New Mexico in the Eighteenth Century: Life, Labor, and Trade in la Villa
de San Felipe de Albuquerque, 1706-1790," Azl/an, 7 (Fall 1976), 357-89; Janie Louise
Aragon, "The People of Santa Fe in the 1790s," Azl/an, 7 (Fall 1976), 391-417; Ramon
,Arturo Gutierrez, "Marriage, Sex, and the Family: Social Change in Colonial New Mexico, 1690-1846" (doctoral dissertation, University of Wisconsin, Madison, 1980); and
Deena Gonzalez, "The Spanish Mexican Women of Santa Fe: Patterns ()f Their Resistance
and Accommodation, 1820-1880" (doctoral dissertation, University of Gilifornia, Berkeley, 1986).
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of Borderlands history and their counterparts in Chicano history, something evident today on several fronts. In some cases, there is an unwritten rule that Borderlanders should end their study with the Spanish
or Mexican era, and the period after· should be left to Mexican Americanists. 8 At other times, Chicano historians have embraced both fields
to focus on a specific time frame, generally, the nineteenth century. 9
Then there are examples where Chicano historians themselves separate
the colonial, Mexican, and Chicano eras, yet feel comfortable writing
about each either independently or as a continuous subject. 1O Such a
tenuous kinship between Borderlands and Chicano historiography is
among the things Weber has in mind in explaining that by the 1950s,
Borderlands history "broke into parts that began to lose connection
with one another" (p. 63).
Further straining the relationship between the two is Borderlands
history's reputation for being composed, to paraphrase Jose Cuello, of
desert adventure stories, missionary chronicles, and institutional narratives. This negative perception is one of many such views held by
the general scholarly community. Borderlands history, consequently,
finds itself fighting for a respectable place in the academy.
In the 1980s, a number of things besides a staid reputation have
worked to weaken the status of Borderlands studies. The growing
interest in Latin American history following the Cuban revolution and
current events in Central America have influenced graduate students
to take up a broader field of study instead of confining themselves to
8. In the case of Arizona history, for example, James E. Officer ends his study of
Hispanic Arizona in 1856, while Thomas E. Sheridan begins his study of MexicanAmerican Tucsonenses in 1854. See James E. Officer, Hispanic Arizona, 1536-1856 (Tucson:
University of Arizona Press, 1987), and Thomas E. Sheridan, Los Tucsonenses: The Mexican
Community in Tucson, 1854-1941 (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1986).
Similarly, in the current revision of The Handbook of Texas, there are advisory editors
for the Spanish and Mexican periods in Texas, while I have assumed the position of
advisory editor for the Chicano era, 1836 to the present.
9. Embracing both Hispanic and American New Mexico is Gonzalez, "Spanish Mexican Women of Santa Fe." Treating all three periods is John R. Chavez' The Lost Land:
The Chicano Image of the Southwest (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1984).
10. For example, Gilberto Miguel Hinojosa, who deals with the Chicano era in A
Borderlands Town in Transition: Laredo, Texas, 1755-1870 (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1983), is participating in a research project on colonia! Texas. See Gilberto
M. Hinojosa and Gerald E. Poyo, "Spanish Texas and Borderlands Historiography in
Transition: Implications for United States History," Journal of American History, 75 (Sep. tember 1988), 393-416. Similarly, Felix Almaraz, whose major works have been on pre1821 Texas history, is writing a biography of the twentieth-century historian Carlos E.
Castaneda, a Mexican-American scholar who contributed much to the Tejano civil rights
movement of the 1930s through the 1950s.
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the Hispanic Southwest. Universities also have chosen to forego hiring
Borderlands historians in favor of "main-line" Latin Americanists, who
can teach Latin American history and, incidentally, touch on its peripheries, including the Borderlands. Arrogance on the part of American
historians also creates a bias against Borderlands history, for it is identified with regional history instead of American history. Such a prejudice
results in Texas history being perceived by Ivy Leaguers as regional
history, and the history of colonial Massachusetts enjoying a legitimate
place in American history generally. Then, the more "relevant" subject
of Mexican-American history has prompted universities to employ specialists in this field, who may, incidentally, also teach the history of
Spain in the U.S; Southwest.
As a consequence of the above. trends, major doctorate-granting
institutions have given the field a low priority, and the result has been
a reduction in the number of Borderlands specialists. Major universities, as noted, prefer not to hire Borderlands specialists, nor have they
turned to them to replace the old Boltonians when they retired. Thus,
there is a downward spiral that will work to thin the once formidable
army of Borderlanders, many of whom were trained by Bolton himself.
The above pattern is deceiving, however, in measuring the real
status of Borderland studies. Weber informs us of the impressive range
and quality of current works on Spanish colonial North America. Books
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and articles in the 1980s continue to introduce new themes and topics
and to touch on neglected areas such as science, urbanization, and.
ethnic groups. Meanwhile, scholars have produced new reference works
and valuable aids to archival collections. Those in the forefront of this
research include a dedicated group, which includes historians teaching
in small colleges, historians not affiliated with universities, foreign
scholars, and practitioners of other disciplines.
In addition, there exist healthy historiographical debates within
Borderlands studies, just as exist in other fields of American history. II
Specialists in western history, furthermore, have been compelled to
reconsider the relevance of the Borderlands to their field. 12 Then, too,
the upcoming Columbian Quincentenary may well create renewed interest in the historiography of Spain's northern American empire and
even spur a scholarly renaissance in the field.
The several articles contained in Myth and the History of the Hispanic
Southwest are indicative of the flavor David Weber has given Borderlands history. By example, he has managed to transcend chronological
borders, touching upon the post-1846 era in his early book Foreigners
in Their Native Land, giving Mexican Borderlands history a solid foundation in his prize-winning The Mexican Frontier, 1821-1846, and now,
he informs us, attempting a synthesis of the post-Bannon literature in
a forthcoming book on the pre-1821 Spanish period. 13 While his numerous works have pointed to new directions in Borderlands studies,
they are in keeping with the tradition of careful analysis and insightful
interpretations identified with Bolton and Bannon. As a major interpreter of the field's scholarship, Weber's works will become guides for
the future writing of Spanish, Mexican, and nineteenth-century Mexican-American history.

11. As one example, see James A. Sandos, "Junipero Serra's Canonization and the
Historical Record," American Historical Review, 93 (December 1988), 1253-69.
12. On similarities between the frontier movements of Spain, Mexico, and the United
States into the Hispanic Southwest, see "America the Borderland" in Limerick, Legacy of
Conquest, 222-58. Malone's HistorIans of the American West also heeds the link between
the West and the "Western Borderlands," but another scholar notes that "borderlands
studies have played an increasingly less significant role in Western studies and, in terms
of U.S. history in general, have been pushed to the fringe or even beyond the limits of
that field." See Roger L. Nichols, ed., American Frontier and Western .Issues: A Historiographical Review (Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 1986), 4.
13. David J. Weber, ed., Foreigners in Their Native Land: Historical Roots of the Mexican
Americans (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1973); David J. Weber, The
Mexican Frontier, 1821-1846: The American Southwest Under Mexico (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1982).

The Pueblo Indian Revolt of 1696Una· Rebeli6n Desconocida:
A Review Essay
OAKAH L. JONES
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On June 4, 1696, a second uprising of the Pueblo Indians occurred in
northern New Mexico, almost sixteen years after the first one resulted
in the deaths of more than four hundred Spaniards and the expulsion
of the survivors. Scarcely three years after the reconquest and recolonization of New Mexico by Diego de Vargas Zapata Lujan Ponce de
Leon, when the Pueblos had supposedly been pacified, this new revolt
brought the deaths of five Franciscan missionaries and twenty-one
civilians (men, women, and children). The outbreak of hostilities took
place principally in some of the Tewa pueblos, the Tano village of San
Cristobal, and at San Diego de los Jemez, all north and northwest of
Santa Fe. Within three days, Governor Vargas and Pueblo Indian auxiliaries from Pecos Pueblo, led by their own governor, "Don Felipe,"
began an extended reconnoitering and punitive campaign against the
rebels, culminating with their defeat at EI Embudo on July 23. Although
pacification took four months, the short-lived revolt was quelled and
Oakah 1. Jones is presently O'Connor Professor of Spanish Colonial History of
Texas and the Southwest in·St. Mary's UniverSity, San Antonio, Texas, and is on leave
of absence from Purdue University. A member of the Board of Editors of this journal,
he has written numerous articles and published four books and edit~d three others. His
major publications include Pueblo Warriors and Spanish Conquest (1966), Santa Anna (1968),
Los Paisanos: Spanish Settlers on the Northern Frontier of New Spain (1979), and most recently,
Nueva Vizcaya: Heartland of the Spanish Frontier (1988).
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The Pueblo Indian Revolt of 1696 and the Franciscan Missions in New Mexico: Letters
of the Missionaries and Related Documents. Edited by J. Manuel Espinosa. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1988. xviii + 313 pp. Illustrations, map,
notes, bibliography, ind~x. $27.95.)
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Franciscan missionaries could once again be dispatched to the Indian
pueblos.
While historians, anthropologists, ethnologists, and the general
public have focused attention upon the Pueblo Revolt of 1680, the
second revolt of 1696 has until now been a virtual "rebeli6n desconocida"
(unknown rebellion).! ]. Manuel Espinosa's The Pueblo Indian Revolt of
1696 and the Franciscan Missions in New Mexico: Letters of the Missionaries
and Related Documents has provided an intensive analysis of the revolt
in 1696, thereby filling a great gap in the historiography of New Mexico
and the Spanish frontera septentrional.
Based upon letters of Franciscan missionaries, those of Fray Francisco de Vargas (custodian of the Holy Custody of New Mexico), and
Governor Vargas' letters and reports, all consulted in photostatic copies
from the Biblioteca Nacional de Mexico and the Archivo General de
Indias, along with documents from the Spanish Archives of New Mexico, Espinosa's work is along the organizational lines of the older documentary studies in the Coronado Cuarto Centennial. Publications and
those of the Quivira Society. Espinosa supplies an excellent historical
introduction, summarizing the early history of Spanish New Mexi,co,
the Franciscan activity in missions, and the revolt of 1696 as reflected
in the documents that follow. His translations of ninety-four documents
comprise most of the work, supplemented by editorial notes that are
appropriate and informative. These primary sources are divided ip.to
seven parts, thereby allowing the reader or researcher to follow the
course of the revolt from its earliest unrest and warnings of an. impending uprising to the revolt itself, its suppression, and the restoration of Franciscan missions afterward.
1. Still the best documentary work on the 1680 revolt is Charles W. Hackett, ed.,
and Charmion Clair Shelby, trans., Revolt of the Pueblo Indians of New Mexico and Otermfn's
Attempted Reconquest, 1680-1682 (2 vols., Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
1942). For seventeenth-century background, see France V. Scholes, Church and State in
New Mexico, 1610-1650 (Santa Fe: Historical Society of New Mexico, 1937); France V.
Scholes, Troublous Times in New Mexico, 1659-1670 (Albuquerque: Historical Society of
New Mexico, 1942); France V. Scholes, "Civil Government and Society in New Mexico
in the Seventeenth Century," New Mexico Historical Review, 10 (April 1935), 71-111. For
a summary of the revolt of 1680 from the Indian perspective, see Joe S. Sando, "The
Pueblo Revolt," in Alfonso Ortiz, ed., Handbook of North American Indians, Southwest (20
vols., Washington, D.C: Smithsonian Institution, 1979),9: 194-97. Also pertaining to
the revolt of 1680 are Jack D. Forbes, Apache, Navaho, and Spaniard (Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press, 1960), 177-99, and Elizabeth A. H. John, Storms Brewed in Other
Men's Worlds: The Confrontation of Indians, Spanish, and French in the Southwest, 1540-1795
(College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1975), 98-103. Other accounts are contained in general histories of New Mexico and articles in the New Mexico Historical Review
cited in note 9.
.
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Espinosa is eminently qualified to write such a book as a major
study of the Pueblo revolt of 1696. A student of Herbert Eugene Bolton,
he received his Ph.D. from the University of California at Berkeley and
later worked many years with the U.S. Department of State. While he
wrote history largely in the late 1930s and early 1940s, he has in the
past four years returned to his original field of specialization: Spanish
New Mexico in the last decade of the seventeenth century. His earlier.
works include an edited and translated one, First Expedition of Vargas
into New Mexico, 1692 (a volume in the Coronado Cuarto Centennial Publications), and an authored one, Crusaders of the Rio Grande: The Story of
Don Diego de Vargas and the Reconquest and Refounding of New Mexico.
Both have stood the test of time for accuracy and are still consulted
frequently by researchers, including the present reviewer. In 1985,
Espinosa resumed his publication of important studies with an edited
version of the works of his father, Aurelio M. Espinosa, titled The
Folklore of Spain in the American Southwest: Traditional Spanish Folk Literature in Northern New Mexico and Southern Colorado. 2
2. J. Manuel Espinosa, First Expedition of Vargas into New Mexico, 1692 (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1940); J. Manuel Espinosa, Crusaders of the Rio Grande:
The Story of Don Diego de Vargas and the Reconquest and Refounding of New Mexico (Chicago:
Institute of Jesuit History, 1942); J. Manuel Espinosa, ed., The Folklore of Spain in the
American Southwest: Traditional Spanish Folk Literature in Northern New Mexico and Southern
Colorado (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1985).
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Until now only limited accounts of the Pueblo revolt of 1696 have
existed. Hubert Howe Bancroft and Ralph Emerson Twitchell provided
.the earliest brief accounts and overviews of the rebellion. 3 Twitchell
supplied the only monograph that concentrated upon this uprising
alone in a later article. 4 Yet, that study was based solely upon Governor
Vargas' journal and reflectedonly the governor's observations, important as they were. Since the appearance of Twitchell's article in 1916,
other brief scholarly articles anQ. a few comprehensive studies of Spanish New Mexico have discussed the revolt, but they have been based
largely upon these earlier works.
Marc Simmons, in his chapter on Pueblo-Spanish relations in the
Handbook of North American Indians, summarized the revolt of 1696 as
part of his larger study. Using the Vargas journal, he explained how
the rebellion of the northern Tiwa, Tewa, and "some" Tanoar:ts and
Keresans in June 1696 resulted in the deaths of five missionaries and
twenty~one soldiers and settlers. Simmons also noted how the vigorous
campaigns of Governor Vargas compelled the surrender of the rebels
and forced others to flee to western pueblos or join nomadic Indians.
Although Simmons made no mention of the Franciscans, he did observe that rumors of the revolt had spread as early as late 1695 and
that many of the Pueblos remained friendly to the Spaniards and supplied auxiliary soldiers to Vargas. s
In book and article, Oakah Jones also summarized the revolt, em~
phasizing the use of Pueblo Indian auxiliaries in suppressing it. While
not emphasizing the revolt, John L. Kessell provided an important
study of Vargas based upon Vargas family papers in Spain and other
primary sources. 6 Kessell's article represented a preliminary report on
a monumental study of Vargas, and h~, may yet uncover additional
sources that reveal even more about the Pueblo revolt of 1696. Edward
3. Hubert H. Bancroft, History of Arizona and Neu> Mexico, 1530-1888 (Albuquerque:
Horn and Wallace, 1962), 213-17; Ralph E. Twitchell, The Leading Facts of Neu> Mexican
History (Albuquerque: Horn and Wallace, 1963), 410-12. For account of the background
and events of the revolt, see John, Storms Breu>ed in Other Men's Worlds, 140-45.
4. Ralph Emerson Twitchell, "The Pueblo Revolt of 1696: Extracts from thg Journal
of General Don Diego de Vargas," Old Santa Fe, 3 (October 1916), 333-73,'~_5. Marc Simmons, "Pueblo-Spanish Relations," in Ortiz, ed., Handbook, Southwest,
9: 186-87.
,----c-~ .
6. Oakah L. Jones, Pueblo Warriors and Spanish Conquest (Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1966), 55-60; Oakah L. Jones, "Pueblo Indian Auxiliaries and the Reconquest of New Mexico, 1692-1704," Journal of the West, 2 (July 1963), 257-80, and
reprinted in Oakah L. Jones, Jr., ed., The Spanish Borderlands-A First Reader (Los Angeles:
Lorrin L. Morrison, 1974), 119-43; John L. Kessell, "Diego de Vargas: Another Look,"
Neu> Mexico Historical Review, 60 (January 1985), 8-28.
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H. Spicer's Cycles of Conquest also offered a short summary of the revolt
of 1696 in which he emphasized the displacement of Tanos caused by
the founding of the villa of Santa Cruz de la Canada in 1695 and the
rising factionalism among the Pueblo Indians after the reconquest.
Spicer erroneously observed, however, that there were two separate
revolts, one at Jemez and the other led by Taos, the Tewas, and the
Tanos.? Jack D. Forbes gave the revolt more detailed treatment in Apache,
Navaho, and Spaniard, observing that the reason for the uprising was
that the Pueblos "were not willing to live once again under Spanish
tyranny." Forbes cited the date of the revolt erroneously as June 3,
1696, not its actual date of June 4. 8
While many articles in the New Mexico Historical Review have examined the Pueblo revolt of 1680, especially its leadership and origins,
none has done so for the revolt of 1696. Clevy L. Strout's "Resettlement
of Santa Fe, 1695" at least pertains to the period immediately before
the revolt. 9 This is important not only for its examination of Santa Fe's
citizenry, but because Santa Fe's reoccupation was intimately tied to
the establishment of the villa of Santa Cruz in 1695-in the heart of
what would be the Pueblo revolt of 1696. Some of the "Mexican" families brought from Zacatecas and Nueva Vizcaya were among those
who lost their lives during the rebellion. 10
Espinosa's Pueblo Indian Revolt of 1696 is the single major intensive
study of this event now available. It emphasizes the fact that numerous
warnings of a planned uprising were reported by the Franciscans at
the pueblos as early as July 1695, reports that increased in number
7. Edward H. Spicer, Cycles of Conquest: The Impact of Spain, Mexico, and the United
States on the Indians of the Southwest, 1533-1960 (Tucson: University of Arizona Press,
1962), 164-65.
8. Forbes, Apache, Navaho, and Spaniard, 263-72.
9. CIevy Lloyd Strout, "The Resettlement of Santa Fe, 1695, The Newly Found
Muster Roll," New Mexico Historical Review, 53 (July 1978), 261-70. Other articles include:
Angelico Chavez, "Pohe-yemo's Representative and the Pueblo Revolt of 1680," New
Mexico Historical Review, 42 (April 1967), 85-126; and Jane c. Sanchez, "Spanish-Indian
Relations During the Otermin Administration, 1677-1683," New Mexico Historical Review,
58 (April 1983), 133-51.
10. The settlement of "Mexican" families at villa de Santa Cruz de la Canada (present
Espanola) is discussed in Oakah L. Jones, Jr., Los Paisanos: Spanish Settlers on the Northern
Frontier of New Spain (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1979), 114-16, and in
Bancroft, History of Arizona and New Mexico, 213-14. That the villa's establishment displaced the Tanos of San Cristobal is noted in Spicer, Cycles of Conquest, 164, and by
Bancroft. Deaths of "Mexican" families on June 4, 1696 included Simon de Molina, Diego
Betanzos, and a "young Mexican Indian servant, fourteen or fifteen years of age," at San
Cristobal, and Juan Cortes, his daughter, and his son-in-law, Jose Sanchez at Nambe.
See Espinosa, Revolt of 1696, 261-62.
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during the severe winter of 1695-1696. Missionaries reported not only
on plans for a revolt but also on -hostile Pueblo attitudes and insults
"heaped upon them by the Indians during religious services; the profaning of religious articles and statues; the theft of large numbers of
livestock, sheep, and horses from the mission establishments; the inability to maintain any discipline among their charges and the disruption of all religious aspects of mission life; the abandonment or
semiabandonment of the missions by the natives; and the false story
persistently circulated by representatives of rebel Indiansthat the Spaniards were planning to kill all the rebel and apostate Indians at an
opportune time, thus inciting and arousing fear in the minds of the
otherwise peaceful Indian populace." Unfortunately the missionaries
do not identify specific Indian rebel leaders, other than one "El Pinjui"
at San Cristobal, and Lucas Naranjo of Cochiti, who was killed at the
battle of El Embudo on July 23, 1696. 11
Governor Vargas evidently understood the gravity of the situation
even though he "continued to refer to the fears of the missionaries as
based on rumors and presumptions." He closely observed Indian movements, had frequent meetings with Pueblo leaders, and finally agreed
to missionary petitions for some military guards to be stationed at
selected pueblos. He also hoped to hold the loyalty of the Pueblos by
not threatening them with troops from the presidio of Santa Fe and
suggesting that missionaries who felt their lives were endangered should
move to Santa Fe and Santa Cruz for protection. Once the rebellion
occurred he took immediate and sustained action to suppress the revolt, employing policies of economic warfare, "divide and conquer,"
attrition, assaults on rebel strongholds, and military campaigns using
Pueblo Indian auxiliaries and presidial troops. One of these Pueblo
allies, Bartolome de Ojeda of Santa Ana Pueblo, in a letter written in
Spanish, informed Fray Francisco de Vargas on hostile developments
at Acoma and Jemez. While Bancroft discussed Vargas' response once
the rebellion occurred, he observed that the governor earlier would
not furnish any military "escoltas" (guards or escorts) when requested
by the missionaries and the custodio. Twitchell stated that Vargas "paid
no attention" to the reports of impending danger from Fray Francisco
de Jesus at San Diego de los Jemez. The friar was one of the missionaries
murdered at his station. 12
11. Espinosa, Revolt of 1696, pp. 49-50, 177, 213-34, 257, 278.
12. Ibid., 49, 208-13, 240-41; Bancroft, History ofArizona and New Mexico, 215; Twitchell, Leading Facts, 410. The Indian governors 'of Pecos and Tesuque pueblos also demonstrated their loyalty to Vargas and the Spaniards.
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Missions and towns in northern New Mexico, 1695. From J. Manuel Espinosa,
ed., The Pueblo Indian Revolt 0[1696 and the Franciscan Missions in New Mexico
(1988). Courtesy of University of Oklahoma Press.
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Documents in this volume clearly reveal the clash of religions at
the pueblos over an extended period before the outbreak of hostilities,
the disrespect of Pueblos toward Catholic practices, and the growing
fears of the Franciscan missionaries. Fray Francisco de Jesus Maria
Casanas, one of those killed on June 4, observed in his letter of April
18 that the Indians "find themselves better off with their liberty rather
than under the yoke of the evangelical and Catholic law" and that "they
still are drawn more by their idolatry and infidelity than by the Christian doctrine.... " Thoughtfully and prophetically, he added: "if they
do not revolt today, they will tomorrow." Fray Antonio Carbonel, another of those martyred on June 4, wrote from Nambe on March 31
that an Indian from Cochiti had slapped him in the face; others had
killed the best cow and stolen twenty-seven' sheep from Nambe; and
twice Indians had broken into the convent, stealing a "quantity of food,
chocolate, and sugar." He noted their "continued idolatries" and the
fact that "they do not like Christians nor those who subject them to
the law of God; rather they wish to flee to freedom." Observing that
the Indians mocked "the ministers and even Christ transubstantiated
in the host," Fray Antonio prophesied that "although they have not
revolted, ... sooner or later they will carry it out, and they will begin
with the ministers who are alone at the missions."13
Thus it seems justified that the basic cause of the revolt of 1696
was the religious conflict at some of the pueblos, one of the major
causes also of the earlier and more general rebellion of 1680. Why was
the revolt of 1696 so intense at San Cristobal and San Ildefonso? Most
probably it was because the Pueblos there had been displaced or were
most immediately threatened in that region by the settlement of sixtysix and one-half families at the new villa of Santa Cruz de la Canada
in 1695, which deprived Indians of their homelands. 14 It should be
noted that aIthoughno missionaries were killed at Santo Domingo and
Cochiti, south of Santa Fe, both pueblos joined the rebellion soon after
its outbreak. So too did the pueblos of Taos, Picuris, Acoma, and Zuni
either join in the rebellion or offer refuge to the rebels from the other
villages. Indicative of the factionalism among the Pueblos, the communities of Tesuque, Pecos, Zia, Santa Ana, and San Felipe supported
the Spanish cause or remained loyal to the authorities.
13. Espinosa, Revolt of 1696, pp. 222, 228-29. .
,
14. John, Storms Brewed in Other Men's Worlds, 140; Bancroft, History of Arizona and.
New Mexico, 213-14.
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Espinosa observes objectively that the primary reason for the revolt was "a basic clash of religious beliefs" with other .factors-subjection to Spanish government, economic exploitation, severe droughts
and famine such as in the winter of 1695-1696, and the bad examples
of some Spanish authorities-compounding the problem. 15 To these
reasons another might be added: the lack of Spanish.military strength
outside of Santa Fe. Indeed, the custodio, Fray Francisco de Vargas,
observed in a letter to Governor Vargas on March 22, 1696, that the
Indians "fear only the force and rigor of Spanish arms and their alcaldes
mayores."16
'
While the causes, course, and results of the Pueblo revolt of 1696,
along with the actions of Governor Vargas to quell the uprising, are
the focus of this study, there are many other interesting bits of information in the letters. Many of them report on the size of the population
and conditions at each pueblo in 1694. Some also note that many Pueblo
Indians remained loyal to the Spaniards. Not only did they serve as
auxiliaries on campaigns, but some were informants and interpreters.
Had not one Indian interpreter advised Fray Jose Arbizu to leave San
Cristobal, he wrote that "otherwise today I would be giving my account
to His Divine Majesty." This was on March 17, 1696. He returned
thereafter to San Cristobal and died there on June 4. Responding to
the petitions of the missionaries for guards at the pueblos, Governor
Vargas provided information on the number of soldiers at the presidio
of Santa Fe and their various duties. Throughout this correspondence
the interrelationship among the missionaries, the custodio, and the governor is also evident. So too is the presence of non-Pueblo groups,
such as Apaches, Nayajo-Apaches, and Utes, inciting and aiding the
Pueblo rebels, an observation raised previously by Jack Forbes. 17
Espinosa's The Pueblo Indian Revolt of 1696 provides a firsthand
account of that uprising in documentary evidence previously unpublished. It also is a fitting sequel to his earlier highly authoritative and
reliable studies of the reconquest of New Mexico. Likewise it shows
the hardships the Franciscans suffered on that remote frontier, among
them one noted by Fray Jose Garcia Marin, missionary at Santa Clara
in 1694, who wrote: "1 have served five years in the region of Burgos,
and I have never experienced half the cold as in this region [New
Mexico], and it should be noted that Burgos, in the general opinion of
15. Espinosa, Revolt of 1696, p. 4.
16. Ibid., 207.
17. Ibid., 186-87, 201; Forbes, Apache, Navaho, and Spaniard, 263-66.
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Spaniards, is the coldest land in Spain."IB Finally, this valuable contribution to knowledge of frontier New Mexico in the Spanish period
sets the scene for what would follow in the eighteenth century with
the Pueblo-Spanish alliance~ thus replacing the previous century of
discontent, factionalism, and revolts. No longer should the Pueblo
revolt of 1696 be considered "una rebeli6n desconocida."

18. Espinosa, Revolt of 1696, p. 141.
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Two Worlds: The Indian Encounter with the European, 1492-1509. By S. Lyman
Tyler. (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 1988. ix + 258 pp. Maps, index,
notes. $25.00.)
As the 1992 quincentennial of Columbus' "discovery" of the New World
approaches, we can look forward to a spate of publications on early encounters
between Native Americans and Europeans. Few, however, will treat Columbus'
own experiences, as does S. Lyman Tyler's book; but those who anticipate
here new insights on Spanish-Arawakan interactions will be disappointed.
The title page suggests that Tyler,. professor emeritus in history in the
University of Utah, offers a cultural analysis of early contact. In fact, besides
about thirty-eight pages of original text and six pages of notes, the book consists
of translations from Spanish. Tyler's background remarks are useful, but they
constitute neither a substantial review nor reanalysis of issues concerning
contact and conquest.
.
Editorial sloppiness frustrates the reader's efforts to discover what the
book actually contains: The introduction mentions only a new translation of
Bartolome de las Casas' abstract of and quotations from the journal of Christopher Columbus from October 11-24, 1492. Only later does one discover the
inclusion of substantial portions from subsequent entries in the Columbus
journal and extensive extracts pertaining to the Columbus discoveries from
Book 1 of Las Casas' massive History of the Indies,'begun in 1527.
Although Tyler. refers to the Columbus journal materials as "my own
translation," he acknowledges Charles W. Wonder "for the original translation"
(p. 8). Wonder apparently also provided the initial translation of some chapters
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from History of the Indies, others of which are extracted from a 1971 partial
translation of the work by Andree Collard. The new translations are competent
and readable.
The content ·of the texts demonstrates how worthwhile would be a reconsideration of the earliest years of Spanish-Indian encounters in the Caribbean.
They contain fascinating detail on many topics, including first descriptions of
New World Indians by a European observer, arguments regarding the treatment of natives, and evidence for the rapid, devastating impact of the first
Europeans on indigenous populations. As raw material, these texts are gripping.
Lacking, however, is any substantial analysis of the original Spanish texts.
One searches in vain for a deeper understanding of the powerful cultural
attitudes that shap!"d Columbus' observations and Las Casas' controversial
writings. One highly recommended model would be Tzvetan Todorov's brief
but brilliant study of Columbus in his The Conquest of America: The Question of
the Other (1984).
Grant D. Jones
School of American Research and Davidson College

American Indian Holocaust and Survival: A Population History Since 1492. By Russell
Thornton. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1987. xx + 292 pp. Illustrations, maps, charts, tables, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95.)
American Indian Holocaust and Survival: A Population History Since 1492 is one
of the more important books written in American Indian studies in recent
years. Russell Thornton, Professor of Sociology in the University of Minnesota
and author of three previous works on American Indians, has built on the
earlier works of Borah, Cook, Crosby, Denevan, Dobyns and Ubelaker to produce a first-rate synthesis in which he conveniently documents the population
history of North American Indians since Euro-American contact. From a population of seven million in 1492, Thornton carefully shows that the "fires that
consumed North American Indians were the fevers brought on by newly encountered diseases, the flashes of settlers' and soldiers' guns, the ravages of
'firewater: the flames of villages and fields burned by the scorched earth policy
of vengeful Euro-Americans" (p. xv). Although he will be criticized for using
the term "holocaust:' one associated with the destruction of European Jewry
from 1938 to 1945, Thornton nevertheless shows that entire American Indian
populations, such as the Beothuk, became extinct and others faced near-extinction by genocidal policies as well as by deadly microbes.
Thornton's work contains extensive analysis of the decline of California
Indian populations in the nineteenth century, which he refers to as the most
blatant and deliberate killing of Indians ever found in North America. From a
high of over a quarter million people in 1800, these Indians declined to 18,000
in 1890, largely as a result of violence directed against them.
Thornton discusses other important subjects. He has an excellent chapter
on population recovery since 1900 and another on the impact of urbanization.
He also has a chapter titled, "The Great Ghost Dance," which concludes that
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Indian depopulation and revitalization movements in 1870 and 1890 were causally
linked.
This book should be of interest to a scholarly audience since it contains a
wealth of data ranging from the intermarriage rates of American Indians to
the size of the buffalo herds from aboriginal times to 1983. It should also be
of use to the general reader trying to make sense of this difficult subject, which
more often than not is buried in quantitative jargon.
Laurence M. Hauptman
State University of New York, New Paltz

Food, Conquest, and Colonization in Sixteenth-Century Spanish America. By John C.
Super. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1988. xviii + 133 pp.
Maps, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95 cloth, $11.95 paper.)
The most challenging and provocative historical writing today often addresses topics that go beyond the boundaries of human institutions and view
man in relation to his natural world. Recent work in ecological history, the
study of the relationship, over time, between culture, society and changes in
the land, is one example. John C. Super provides another with his excellent
book on food in sixteenth-century Spanish America. Focusing on the central
areas of the Andes and Mexico, he contributes a strong thesis as well-as important insights into the historiographic issues and problems attendant in this
kind of research.
Super makes two basic points: first, the European conquest and colonization of the New World, and the resulting Columbian exchange of plants and
animals, created in sixteenth-century Spanish America a rich nutritional regime,unparalleled in the world at the time; and second, that the supply and
distribution of this food was adequate, for Spanish and Indian alike, for most
of the century. As a consequence, food shortages or famines rarely occurred,
if at all, and therefore they did not contribute to the population collapse of the
sixteenth century, as some historians have argued. Indeed, surpluses of grains
and meats may well have helped some Indians to withstand disease and the
effects of harsh labor institutions.' The great irony, Super concludes, is "that
one oHhe greatest population losses in history occurred during this period of
good food supply" (p. 88).
Super cites a number of factors that contributed to this situation. Among
others, Spanish America, in contrast to Europe especially, possessed longer
growing seasons, multiple harvests, and untapped arable land. Seed-yield
ratios, while varying by crops and region, were also higher. In addition, a
variety of Spanish economic and political institutions, while far from perfect,
effectively controlled the distribution of food.
Super offers valuable commentary on research methodology throughout
his study. Close examination of archival and printed sources turns up sufficient
evidence to explain the natural and social forces that influenced what and how
much people ate; in turn, a sense of the adequacy of diet can be assumed. On
the other hand, evidence is too fragmentary, or lacking altogether, to quantify
individual diets and therefore measure their nutrient value. Yet Super's analysis
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of forces and causal relationships is so persuasive in understanding the role
of food in sixteenth-century Spanish America that a modern nutritionist's need
to measure calories, vitamins, and minerals seems almost unimportant. As
Super remarks: "it is .possible to arrive at an understanding of the size of a
galaxy without counting all of its stars" (p. 7).
Robert MacCameron
State University of New York, Empire State College

Indian Survival in Colonial Nicaragua. By Linda A. Newson. (Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press, 1987. 496 pp. Tables, notes, bibliography, index. $36.50.)
Linda A. Newson's substantial volume, a study of the impact on Indian
peoples of the Spanish colonization and occupation of Nicaragua between 1522
and 1821, is a comprehensive and illuminating work. Newson, a geographer,
has used the insights and techniques of history, anthropology, and sociology
to look carefully at the changes in the lives of the original Nicaraguans through
a period of initial, traumatic cultural clash and its slower-moving but sometimes
equally traumatic aftermath.
Newson's major interest is demography, and despite conflicting documents, she shows that the native population of the region dropped approximately 92.5 percent from the beginning of the period of Spanish contact to the
beginning of the eighteenth century, from a total of eight hundred thousand
to a probable aggregate of sixty thousand. From that time on, a gradual recovery ensued, although the indigenous population never regained its preSpanish level. Newson is meticulous in separating the trends in the Mesoamerican area on the Pacific side of the country, the area of earliest, most farreaching, and longest-lasting Spanish occupation, from the eastern area of the
country, which was culturally closer to the indigenous cultures of South America. Indeed, not only does Newson provide the evidence that will make possible
a comparison between Nicaragua and other areas of Spanish conquest, she
also makes close comparisons between these two areas of Nicaragua.
The most important conclusion of Newson's work is that during the early
period of contact the slave trade had a major role in the devastation of Indian
populations in the Nicaraguan area, a role, she asserts, that was equal to the
effects of disease and of poor treatment, overwork, and social disruption of
Indian communities. The importance of the slave trade in the decline of Indian
populations has been less noticeable for areas such as Mexico and Peru, where
closer Crown control prevented the abuses that were perpetrated in Nicaragua.
Indeed, Nicaragua was at best a backwater of Spanish empire and thus was
less a focus for Crown concern and influence. As she states: "The sale of slaves
was a profitable business and was regarded as the only means by which colonists could support themselves in the area" (p. 102). Despite the Crown's
abolition of slavery in the Americas with the promulgation of the New Laws
in 1542, the trade was not significantly hindered by Crown action but declined
instead in the 1540s because of the diminishing supply of easily enslavable
Indians.
For the period 1550-1720, the factors involved in population decline changed
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significantly. For this period, Newson sees the importance of disease and the
"disruption of Indian economies and societies" (p. 246) as the major factors in
the decline of the Indian population; Moreover, she signals the great importance of racial intermixing, which assumed a larger role as time went on, on
the decline of the Indian population, both racially and culturally. Increasing
European contact with previously isolated zones in the 1720-1821 period prevented anythinglike a full recovery of the Indian population before independence from Spain.
Although the book is an important contribution to our understanding of
the impact of European colonialism on native cultures, it is unfortunately not
a good book for the general reader. Certain organizational problems make it
less useful than it should be even for the specialist. First of all, it is topically
.organized into several chapters for each of the periods mentioned. Unfortunately, much of the material used in these chapters overlaps, leading to a great
deal of repetition. Skillful editing would have permitted the incorporation of
much of the material into fewer chapters. Secondly, many of the author's major
conclusions are buried within the chapters, as opposed to the concluding
portions of each section. A summary of the most important points would have
been immensely useful, and potentially quite illuminating, if they had been
pulled together at the end of each section.
In short, this book is an important addition to the literature on contact
between European and indigenous cultures. Despite problems in organization,
it is of great interest and use to the specialist.
Linda B. Hall
University of New M,exico

Aztec Warfare: Imperial Expansion and Political Control. By Ross Hassig. (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1988. xx + 404 pp. lllustrations, maps, notes,
bibliography, index. $29.95.)
Aztec Warfare is the most complete and detailed work yet written on this
important and fascinating topic. Its publication is timely because of recent
deqates among scholars over the nature of Aztec war and its links to religion
and imperialism. The book is divided into two parts, "War in Aztec Life" and
"The History of Aztec Expansion."
.
Part I provides detailed descriptions of the methods and logistics of war
and combat, from military training and preparation to arms and armor. Noteworthy is the use of comparative logistical data to assess the reliability of the
sources on marching times and battle organization. This section is a valuable
reference tool as Ross Hassig is the first to pull together the available sources
on the mechanics of Aztec warfare. This reviewer's only quarrel with Part I is
a tendency to present as established fact conclusions based upon only one or
two sources.
Part II reviews the chronology of imperial expansion. Hassig uses a wider
variety of sources in these chapters to reconstruct a detailed chronology of
individual campaigns. Having recently reviewed much of this material, the
reviewer has few specific problems with his results, but the data could be
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presented in a more useful format. The maps are difficult to interpret, no tables
are included, and the system of town numbers is idiosyncratic and changes
from one map to the next. This same material was also synthesized in an
unpublished 1979 dissertation by H. B. Holt, and Aztec Warfare does not appear
to improve significantly on Holt's findings. On the other hand, Hassig's comments on the Spanish conquest are original and illuminating.
In conclusion, Aztec Warfare is disappointing because it fails to move beyond the narrow confines of combat and chronology. In Part I, we learn much
about the mechanics of warfare, but little about its religious or socioeconomic
significance. Part II gives a detailed chronology of imperial expansion, but the
links between this expansion and socioeconomic developments in Tenochtitlan
and elsewhere are not explored. Hassig's application of Luttwak's "hegemonic
empire" model to the Aztecs (in his previous book) was a major conceptual
advance, but he does not follow up or expand on this notion in the present
work. Nonetheless, as a scholarly discussion of Aztec combat and military
chronology, Aztec Warfare is a useful book and a welcome addition to the
growing literature on the Aztecs.
Michael E. Smith
Loyola University, Chicago

Lord of the Dawn: The Legend of Quetzalcoatl. By Rudolfo A. Anaya. (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1987. 159 pp. $13.95.)
In 1519 Hernando Cortes and six hundred men landed at Vera Cruz to
begin the conquest of Mexico. The Spaniards marched from the coast to the
outskirts of Tenochtitlan, the capital of the Aztec empire, where they prepared
their attack. The Europeans would find themselves blessed with massive good
fortune, for it was the year Ce Acatl, or One Reed, on the Indian calendar, the
time when the legendary Toltec god Quetzalc6atl-the Plumed Serpent-was
to return from centuries of exile to reclaim his kingdom. Initially believing the
Spaniards to be Quetzalc6atl and his followers, the frightened Aztecsfailed to
prepare an adequate defense; within two years Cortes and his men had conquered the Aztec empire.
Ever since the Spanish conquest the Quetzalc6atl legend has intrigued
writers and scholars, who continually sift through the scant historical record
to separate fa~t from "myth." Now Rudolfo Anaya, Professor of English in the
University of New Mexico, provides a fictional version that brings new life to
the old Quetzalc6atl saga.
Anaya's setting is Tollan, the ancient capital city of the Toltecs, who dominated central Mexico long before the Aztecs came to power. Tollan is ruled by
the evil Lord Huemac, who has ordered his warriors to plunder the neighboring
tribes. Under Huemac's rule, Toltec society falls into disarray as warfare becomes a way of life. The people look to the "Lord of the Dawn," Quetzalc6atl,
who preaches against war and encourages the pursuit of the arts and knowledge; under his guidance a rich civilization rises again in Tollan. Recognizing
this man as a threat to his rule, Huemac summons Tlacahuepan and the other
sorcerers for help. It is the year One-Reed, and Quetzalc6atl's destiny requires
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that he return to his father, the Sun; his mission ended, he does not resist
when the evil gods plot against him. But the people believe they will someday
see Quetzalc6atl's resurrection.
Anaya's Lord of the Dawn is a colorful and fast-paced little novel that is
sure to please. For students interested in the historical background of the
legend, David Johnson provides a brief but informative introduction.
Joseph B. Herring
Kansas Newman College

Late Lowland Maya Civilization: Classic to Postclassic. Edited by Jeremy A. Sabloff
and E. Wyllys Andrews V. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
1986. xiv + 526 pp. Illustrations, maps, charts, tables, notes, bibliography,
index. $37.50.)
This book is a concerted effort to treat the Lowland Maya Postclassic
Period; an exercise long overdue. It consists of eleven essays by a dozenprominent Maya scholars who, in 1982, participated in a School of American Research advanced seminar. The problems that it addresses are complex, and
current data are by no means available to provide solutions to many of them.
The book, however, does a thorough job in providing a synthesis of the literature and opinions of those contemporary scholars who are most active in
Lowland Maya research. As a consequence, it will appeal to both professionals
and laymen interested in the Maya area in particular, as well as those concerned
with other regions of Mesoamerica.
A ba'sic question asked in this volume is where to draw the line between
the Late or Terminal Classic and the beginnings of the Postclassic. Scholars are
divided on the issue. What continuity is there, in fact, between the Classic
and Postclassic periods in the Maya area? The editors aptly underscore the
point that for too many years the Classic Period of the Southern Maya Lowlands
dominated Maya research. It left unresolved such chronic problems as determining the time frame and spatial nature of the Toltec intrusion in the northern
lowlands. There is now a general consensus that there is a chronological overlap
between Puuc sites and Chichen Itza. Also, what appears as a disjunction
between the fall of Chichen Itza and the rise of the Mayapan confederacy is
discussed in detail. Most readers will welcome the extensive discussion of both
themes.
Gordon Willey's essay on the Classic-Postclassic transition and the Postclassic Period is a comprehensive overview that serves as a benchmark against
which new ideas or interpretations can be compared. This essay launched the
seminar, since it was the first to have been written and was then distributed
to the prospective participants, a successful strategy. Three other essays by
Fernando Robles and Anthony Andrews, Arlen Chase, and Charles Lincoln
also provide overviews. Four essays-by Arthur Miller, David Pendergast,
Prudence and Don Rice--are primarily concerned with data presentation. Essays by Diane Chase, Joseph Ball, and David Freidel are interpretive and offer
perspectives from different parts of the region. In the reviewer's opinion, there
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is no question that the essays clarify and move us closer to a more comprehensive understanding of events in the Postclassic Period of the Lowland Maya.
They will have a productive impact in determining strategies for and defining
further archaeological research in the Maya area.
H. R. Harvey
University of Wisconsin, Madison

The House of the Governor: A Maya Palace of Uxmal, Yucatan, Mexico. By Jeff Karl
Kowalski. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1987. xx + 298 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $49.50.)
The House of the Governors at Uxmal, Yucatan, has long been considered
one of the finest and most accomplished examples of Maya architecture. In
this monograph, Jeff Karl Kowalski attempts to place the palace firmly within
the history of Maya architecture and to show that its many remarkable features
can be logically explained by this particular history. Essentially he rejects historical and formal explanations that rely too heavily on the non-Maya influences
from Central, Eastern, and Southern Mexico in the designing and building of
the palace.
To achieve his goals, the author makes a thorough review of all the published records concerning the palace as well as contributing data from his own
careful survey of the architectural and iconographic forms. A real accomplishment is in his assessment of contextual data, such as the inscriptions of Uxmal
and relief carved stelae, which allows for attribution of the building to the
ruler of Uxmal, Lord Chac, and thus dates it to the first years of the tenth
century.
The book as a whole makes for dull reading because it retains too much
of its dissertation origins. The author has· allowed his exhaustive reviews of
previous studie.s and architectural precedents to create a monotonous and
predictable pace, especially if the reader is at all familiar with the palace and
Uxmal. Furthermore, after being overwhelmed by quoted fact and comparison,
the reader will find the conclusions disappointing because, for the most part,
the author, rather than synthesizing this material or offering new interpretations, basically uses previous explanations to argue his main themes.
In fact, it is probably because of these problems that one of his main
themes, a regional rather than an interregional explanation providing the best
architectural history for the palace, is not convincingly argued. That there may
be precedents to be found in the Maya region for the various features of the
palace does not diminish the clearly perceivable evidence, archaeological and
stylistic, for interregional awarenesses, and indeed contact, among the ancient
Maya and Mexicans. The author fails to explain how the palace, if based on
regional precedents, is still a major example of the International Style of architecture described by Rosemary Sharp in 1978.
The exceptions to these criticisms are Chapters 5 and 7, in which the
author offers, respectively, his analysis of the inscriptions of Uxmal (where
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little previous work has been done), and his thorough description of the construction of the palace. In these 'chapters the writing is admirably concise,
'clear, and convincing.
Finally, it must be noted in fairness that Kowalski's monograph will be
used by all future students of the palace for the very reasons of the above
criticisms. It is a useful compendium of the historiographic, archaeological,
stylistic, iconographic, and descriptive literature dealing with the House of the
Governor.
/ Flora S. Clancy
Uni7!ersity of New Mexico

Architectural Practice in Mexico City: A Manual for Jou~neymen Architects of the
Eighteenth Century. By Mardith K. Schuetz. (Tucson: University of Arizona
Press, 1987. xii + 137 pp. Illustrations, chart, notes, bibliography, index. $25.95.)
Architectural Practice in Mexico City, a rare manuscript which surfaced in a
Los Angeles bookstore in 1963, offers fascinating irsights for serious students
.of Spanish colonial building in the Americas. Translated by Mardith K. Schuetz,
Architectural Practice in Mexico City is not so much a book on style but rather a
technical manual for both builders and architects in the waning years of the
Spanish presence in Mexico (the manuscript was written anonymously between 1794 and 1813).'
I
By this time, the ultra-baroque "Churrigueresque" style manifested in
hundreds of church facades and altar screellsbuilt throughout Mexico in the
eighteenth century had lost favor to the Neo/Classical style. Perhaps the closest
either of these architectural modes would approach New Mexico was the Mission of San Xavier del Bac near Tucson. 0ther than interesting technical information relating to adobe and stone m~~onry, the student of New Mexico's
Spanish colonial architecture will find very few parallels between the practice
of architecture in Mexico City in 1800 arid that in Santa Fe.
Scheutz' introductory essay is a satisfying inquiry into the historical forbears of the anonymous Mexican manusd-ipt. Beginning with the Roman builder
Marcus Vitruvius, whose Ten Books of Afchitecture of ca. 27 B.C. remains the only
architectural treatise to survive from t~e ancient classical world, Schuetz provides 'a thorough and excellent analysis of Vitruvius' influence on Renaissance
architecture. While Italian masters Sepastiano Serlio's Five Books of Architecture
(1537-1547) and Andrea Palladio's The Four Books of Architecture (1570) were to
provide the artistic and technical foundation for many of Europe's classical
buildings, Spain remained somewhat isolated from the High Renaissance and
affected by Moorish ("Mudejar") forms.
Not until the 1640s, when Spanish Carmelite friar Andres de San Miguel
wrote several treati~es based upon years of research and his experience as a
master of architecture in the' New World, do we encounter any significant
Spanish colonial books of arc,hitecture. In fad, Fray Andres' work and Architectural Practice in Mexico City are the only two architectural manuscripts to
have been discovered in Spanish colonial America.
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Unfortunately for architectural historians, the author of Architectural Practice in Mexico City mentions very few of his contemporaries and is equally
sparse with his references to architectural influences and predecessors. Schuetz
engages in some detective work to establish the identity of the rilysterious
"Uvolfio," whose treatise on architecture, according to the author, "is so special
that one should not want any other subject matter." Not completely sure whether
"Uvolfio" is the English architect John Woolfe (co-author of two volumes of
Vitruvius Brittanicus, published in 1767 and 1771) or Palladio, we can only
wonder how much more isolated Spain's colonies were from current European
architectural books than British North America.
What Architectural Practice in Mexico City does convey to the reader is an
entrenched and ponderous architectural guild system in Mexico somewhat at
the mercy of church and state. Because the book's illustrations have been lost,
it is difficult to establish the manuscript's relationship and influence on actual
Mexico City buildings. As a revealing document concerning the professional
tools and training of the eighteenth-century Mexican architect, however, the
manuscript is invaluable.
Of particular value to New Mexican architectural historians is a glossary
of Spanish architectural terms, some of which are antiquated though many are
still in use. For her skillful translation and the overview of Spanish colonial
architectural treatises provided in her introduction, Schuetz has made a valuable contribution to our understanding of Mexican architecture. Discovery
of this long-lost architectural manuscript, however, only underscores the vast
contrasts in New Mexican and Mexican architecture, society, and government
that existed before 1821. Mexican Independence and the Santa Fe Trail would
change the destinies-and architectures---of the two colonies forever.
Elmo Baca
New Mexico Highlands University

Textiles and Capitalism in Mexico: An Economic History of the Obrajes, 1539-1840.
By Richard J. Salvucci. (Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press,
1988. xiv + 249 pp. Maps, charts, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $40.00.)
While the role of the obraje has often been cited in works dealing with the
economy of colonial Mexico, there has never been a comprehensive study of
the institution. Professor Richard Salvucci of the University of California at
Berkeley closes this gap with a highly-detailed and well-organized account of
the development and decline of the obraje over a period of three centuries.
The author begins by describing the variety of textile production that
existed in colonial Mexico, a "web of weavers" ranging from peasants who
produced for themselves to those for whom weaving was a supplementary
occupation to artisans who were devoted full time to the trade. These producers
were sometimes connected with, but nota part of, the obraje system. Salvucci
then describes the structure, function, and rationale of the obraje as it operated
in its broader economic context. He challenges the widely-held view that the
obraje was a "factory in embryo," pointing out its limited economies of scale,
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its lack of technological change, and its structural inflexibility, which prevented
it from evolving into a more efficient form of production.
A series of biographies of leading figures in the obraje system provide
insight into the workings of the system as well as its major problems. As with
many Latin American businesses, kinship played a central role, with family
connections being used to reduce the risk involved in an uncertain economic
environment. The division between ownership and management became more
pronounced as the colonial period progressed, and scarcity of capital proved
an underlying problem influencing many operational difficulties. The high cost
of information was also a major constraint upon business activities, with market
news either non-existent or slow to arrive.
The author devotes an entire chapter to labor in the obrajes, the factor which
has drawn so much historical attention. There is a detailed description of work
routine, composition of the work force, wages, piece rates, and productivity.
Salvucci analyzes the roles played by apprentices, convicts, slaves, and debt
peons in a system where coercion was an important factor in mobilizing labor.
He concludes that the extent of debt peonage is uncertain and that it tended
to be temporary, not permanent. While demonstrating that the obraje workers
were clearly exploited, the author also acknowledges that the obraje owners
may have been correct in their assertions that higher wages would not have
been enough to attract workers and that the owners could not afford to raise
wages because they could not pass enough of the cost on to the consumer to
make a profit.
The study concludes with an examination of long-term changes in output,
investment, and location, which are tied to changes in trade, population, royal
policy, and internal demand. The decline of the obraje can be traced largely to
a shift in demand for cotton goods as opposed to the woolen products of the
obraje and to the inability of domestic producers to compete with foreign
producers, primarily the British.
The only reservation concerning this work is acknowledged and dealt with
by the author himself. Essentially an economic history, it is of necessity based
on statistics, which the author describes as "tentative." To his credit, Salvucci
alerts the reader to the shortcomings of some of the measurements, cautioning
against "pushing modest data too hard" (p. 56) and answering major questions
based on "distressingly thin" data (p. 149). These problems reflect a limitation
inherent in the sources, not any lack of research on the part of the author who
has done an exhaustive job of searching out information in both Mexico and
Spain. Textiles and Capitalism in Mexico should become a basic work for students
of the colonial Mexican economy.
Don M. Coerver
Texas Christian University

The Making of a Strike: Mexican Silver Workers' Struggles in Real del Monte, 17661775. By Doris M. Ladd. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1988. x + 205
pp. Map, charts, tables, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $21.95.)
This excellent study of the organization of the first strike in North America
makes a significant contribution to the field of labor history. Doris M. Ladd's
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story of how Mexican silver miners developed a strike without ideological or
organizational precedent is thought-provoking and well-written.
In the summer of 1766, Mexican silver miners of Real del Monte protested
changes that threatened their traditional wages and shares. The strike, a popular protest concerted by conspiracy, took more than a year to develop and
developed from the workers' view of their rights, a shared experience of resentment, and solidarity forged by work. Strikers, aided by their parish priest,
protested pay cuts, increase of the quota, the use of "scabs," and arbitrary acts
by management against labor.
The strike succeeded because the crown sided with the workers. The
decision of the crown to back the workers was motivated by justice, tradition,
and the need for mining revenues. As Ladd notes, there was a labor shortage
in the mines and the strike threatened silver production and profits.
In relating the story of the strike and the riots that followed in the workers'
own words, Ladd has succeeded in her attempt "to write a book which would
allow Mexicans, Mexican Americans, and Spaniards to become aware of the
dignity of their heritage" (p. x).
Sources used include the miners' recorded grievances, the notes of royal
notaries present at confrontations, arbitration meetings, and investigations,
and mining studies dealing specifically with Real del Monte. Ladd has also
relied on previous works by Peter Bakewell, David A. Brading, and other
authorities. In interpreting the strike, she examines the actual experience of
the workers, principles selected from Karl Marx, conclusions arrived at by E.
P. Thompson, and experiential field theory drawn upon from behaviorist psychology.
In addition to writing a vivid story of the motivations and intentions and
the problem-solving devices of workingmen in a specific setting, Ladd has
written a study that investigates the wider significance of how long-lived working class values were used to defend working class interests. Conclusions
drawn and theoretical considerations seem convincing, and the book is highly
recommended to those interested in lively, thoughtful social history.
Ralph H. Vigil
University of Nebraska, Lincoln

The Frontier People: The Greater Southwest in the Protohistoric Period. By Carroll L.
Riley. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1987. xvii + 469 pp.
Illustrations, maps, tables, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $35.00.)
In The Frontier People Carroll L. Riley offers a portrait of Native American
life and commerce in the Southwest at the time of the Spanish Entrada. He
describes a world at the dawn of history, a complex world characterized by
"considerable sociopolitical, religious, and economic interaction" among its
disparate sub-regions and cultures. Riley guides us in understanding not only
the dimensions of that world but also the manner of its demise, as the intricate
trading networks on which it depended became casualties, like the Indian
traders themselves, of Spanish military operations and European diseases.
The present volume, a revised and expanded version of a 1982 monograph,
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is the summation of the author's more than twenty-five years of interdisciplinary study. Riley interrelates two principal categories of information: archaeological data from fifteenth and sixteenth-century sites, and firsthand Spanish
accounts of sixteenth and seventeenth-century explorations. He also makes
commendably restrained use of later historical and ethnographical materials,
along with occasional insights from geographical and ecological perspectives.
This is an encyclopedic book-with all the virtues and vices the term
implies. Riley devotes extensive-chapters to each of the region's seven protohistorical provinces, whose boundaries, he admits, are unavoidably somewhat arbitrary. Three of the provinces concern the Pueblo homeland. All or
part of the other four lie in northern Mexico, and Riley's knowledge of his
subject proves equally exhaustive on both sides of the international border.
Exhaustiveness, however, is not always a blessing, as the reader is sometimes
numbed by the blizzard of information.
There are other, small vexations. Measurements of altitude, area, and
temperature are needlessly metric, and one frequently wishes the author were
more plain-speaking. But in the end one remains awed by the magnitude of
Riley's achievement and fascinated by the world he depicts. It was no accident
that the Spanish so quickly surveyed every corner of the "Greater Southwest"
or that their empire never moved substantially beyond its limits. Northern
New Spain took the shape of the aboriginal trading region it supplanted, a
region bound by well-known, well-trafficked trails, a region whose people knew
each other, linked as they were by vigorous trade in subsistence goods, ceremonial articles, and not least, ideas. Today the traces of those ancient trails
are at best faint, but Riley reads their sign with insight and understanding.
William deBuys
Santa Fe

The Rio Abajo Frontier 1540-1692: A History of Early Colonial New Mexico. By Joseph
P. Sanchez. (Albuquerque: Albuquerque Museum, 1987. xi + 159 pp. Illustrations, maps, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $13.95 paper.)
Most New Mexicans have long been familiar with the Rio Abajo and Rio
Arriba regions, generally dividing them near Cochiti Pueblo and "la bajada,"
roughly halfway between Santa Fe and Albuquerque. All places southward
from this dividing point and along the Rio Grande are known as the "Rio
Abajo," while those northward are part of the "Rio Arriba."
Joseph Sanchez' study, despite its title, treats both the Rio Abajo and Rio
Arriba from the arrival of the Spaniards to the first expedition of Diego de
Vargas. In fact, the book discusses more than just the Rio Abajo. Throughout,
the author relates the "History of Early Colonial New Mexico:' thus portraying
the subtitle instead of restricting himself to the Rio Abajo.
Although Sanchez states that this is "a neglected period in the history of
New Mexico" (p. xi), his chronological narrative and sources demonstrate that
historians have already examined much of sixteenth and seventeenth-century
New Mexican history. While using some manuscripts from Spain and Mexico,
the author relies heaVily upon published works by Hammond and Rey, Bolton,
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Hackett and Shelby, Hallenbeck, Schroeder and Matson, and Scholes. The story
is mostly well-known, concentrating upon journeys from Nunez Cabeza de
Vaca and Fray Marcos (neither of whom saw the Rio Abajo or Rio Arriba) and
Vazquez de Coronado through the reconnaissance expedition of de Vargas,
which did not reconquer and resettle New Mexico as the second one did. Three
chapters provide new material on governors, civil-ecclesiastical conflicts, missions, relations with Pueblo Indians, and background of the Pueblo Revolt.
An especially informative chapter discusses the trial, imprisonment, escape,
and death of Bernardo Gruber, a German merchant from Sonora.
Sanchez provides an orderly narrative of New Mexican history from the
mid-1500s to the 1690s, supplemented by many illustrations (some the original
art of Kirk Hughey). There are also two maps, endnotes, an appendix listing
governors of New Mexico to 1697, a short bibliography, and an index with
some omissions (e.g., Zia, Cochiti, Rio Grande, Rio Arriba, and Rio Abajo).
Sanchez' references to the Valle de San Bartolome in the Bolson de Mapimi (p.
54) and to Chihuahua and Luis de Valdez as "governor of Chihuahua" (p. 108)
are misleading. The Valle de San Bartolome was in Nueva Vizcaya, near present
Hidalgo del Parral, not in the Bolson. Until the early eighteenth century neither
city nor province of Chihuahua existed, and Valdez was governor of Nueva
Vizcaya, not Chihuahua.
Despite these observations, The Rio Abajo Frontier is an attractive, interesting, and readable account of a largely familiar period in New Mexican
history. As a quality publication of the Albuquerque Museum, it will appeal
mostly to the general public instead of scholars and specialists.
Oakah L. Jones
St. Mary's University, San Antonio

The Journey of Fray Marcos de Niza. By Cleve Hallenbeck. (Dallas: Southern
Methodist University Press, 1987. lxxi + 115 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes,
index. $29.95.)
When The Journey of Fray Marcos de Niza first appeared in 1949, it won
praise from nearly all quarters for its combination of phYSical beauty and
scholarly content. Fittingly, nearly forty years later, SMU Press has chosen to
reissue this award-winning book to commemorate its fiftieth anniversary and
the seventy-fifth anniversary of Southern Methodist University.
Cleve Hallenbeck's original work, here reprinted in facsimile, includes
translations of pertinent documents and an analysis of Fray Marcos' important
reconnaissance of New Spain's far north in 1539. Returning from his explorations, the friar claimed to have seen firsthand a wealthy city, greater in size
than the city of Mexico. On the basis of this misinformation, Spanish authorities
mounted a major expedition to the north, led by Francisco Vazquez de Coronado (1540-1542), which ended in disappointment but had long-term significance.
Many scholars believed that Marcos reached the Zuni pueblos of western
New Mexico, and they offered various excuses for the cleric's wild exaggerations. But after careful analysis of the documents and a thorough survey of
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the terrain, Hallenbeck concluded that Fray Marcos had not even crossed the
present international border-and that the friar"was just a plain liar" (p. 73)
who had deliberately misrepresented his accomplishments.
In addition to the original contents, the present volume includes some
notable additions. David J. Weber's new introduction, done with his characteristic clarity and attention to detail, provides insigh.ts into the making of the
first edition. From it, we learn of printer Carl Hertzog's painstaking efforts to
produce a volume evocative of the theme; the historiographical fate of Hallenbeck's research; and the involvement of El Paso artist Jose Cisneros. Also
contained in this new ~dition are the nineteenth-century Spanish version of
Fray Marcos' Relaci6n (from which Hallenbeck made his translation) and several
additional pen-and-ink drawings by Cisneros.
The story and significance of Fray Marcos may be well-known to specialists, but new generations of students and the general public, too, will gain
from the retelling. This latest edition of The Journey of Fray Marcos de Niza makes
easily accessible once again an important early chapter in southwestern and
Spanish colonial history.
Charles Cutter
Purdue University

Alonso de Zorita: Royal Judge and Christian Humanist, 1512-1585. By Ralph H.
Vigil. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1987. xiii + 382 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography, index. $28.50.)
Alonso de Zorita was one of the royal judges involved in the Crown's
attempts to enforce the New Laws during the 1540s and 1550s and the author
of a number of works about the Indians of New Spain including The Brief and
Summary Relation of the Lords of New Spain. Biographic sketches have appeared
earlier, most notably in Benjamin Keen's introduction to the 1963 translation
of the Brief and Summary Relation, but this is the first attempt at a detailed lifeand-times biography. The book under review won the "Spain and America in
the Quincentennial of the Discovery" Prize for 1987.
Born and raised in Cordoba, Zorita was educated at Salamanca and served
for a time before the Audiencia of Granada. His first post in the Indies was as
oidor of the Audiencia of Santo Domingo. That body sent him to New Granada
in 1550 to enforce the New Laws and investigate allegations against Pedro de
Ursua and Miguel Diez. From there he was. posted to Guatemala, where he
actively investigated abuses of the Indians. His final post was as 1m oidor of
the Audiencia of Mexico, from which he retired because of deafness. Zorita's
last years were spent in Granada.
Using the rich detail of the various residencias and investigations conducted
by Zorita or in which his activities are discussed; as well as correspondence,
Ralph Vigil provides a series of vignettes of the rough and tumble world of
the Indies during the middle years of the sixteenth century and of the actions
of one of the key royal officials in those events.
Of the man himself and his motives and personality, we see far less. We
learn about the hardships he underwent while in New Granada and Guatemala,
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his reputed honesty, his zeal to defend the Indians, and his curiosity about
Aztec life before the conquest but little else below this surface. Such a result
is less a criticism of Vigil's scholarship and analysis than a recognition of the
limitations of the sources. Apparently aware of this weakness in his sources,
Vigil suggests personality attributes by sketching the "noble type" portrayed
in golden age literature, a creative but not convincing answer to this problem
with life and times biography.
This work is a welcome addition to the slender shelf of biographies of
sixteenth-century colonial officials and, perhaps even more, to the literature
on the enforcement of the New Laws.
Paul E. Hoffman
Louisiana State University

Land, Water, and Culture: New Perspectives on Hispanic Land Grants. Edited by
Charles L. Briggs and John R. Van Ness. (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 1987. ix + 422 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, notes, index.
$19.95 paper.)
Dedicated to the heirs of Hispanic land grants, and to their struggle for
the land, this volume of essays is the third publication in the New Mexico Land
Grant Series edited by anthropologist John R. Van Ness. It was planned by the
editors to "add new dimensions to the study of Spanish and Mexican land
grants" by addressing issues that have received inadequate attention to date,
and it attempts to refocus the discussion of land and water issues in northern
New Mexico and southern Colorado so that the man-land relationship in this
area is no longer viewed as a quaint, historical abstraction, but as an ongoing
problem of national and even international significance.
Although some subject matter has been di_scussed in earlier publicatlons,
Lmd, Water, and Culture is unique for several rea~ons. Written by anthropologists, historians, and attorneys, the six essays address the impact of conquest.
on the Indo-Hispanic people of this region. To the editors' credit, essays are'
linked by a focus on the loss of common lands and by an increasing identification with the land by "Mexicanos" in the twentieth century. In fact, the single
most important contribution of the book is that some of its authors follow the
evolution of land grant problems from Hispanic to modern times.
Attorney G. Emlen Hall's essay, "The Pueblo Grant Labyrinth," is a case
in point. Having spent many years living in the area, involved in the litigation
and immersed in the historical record, Hall is well qualified to explain how
the Pueblo league was viewed by Spanish and Mexican sovereigns; what happened to this land right under North American law, the significance of the
Joseph, Sandoval, and Archuleta decisions, and the impact of statehood struggles
and the Pueblo Lands Board in determining what Indians and non-Indians
would be allowed to retain within the ancient Pueblo league. Hall's appeal
that future scholars "cut across the sovereign seams of New Mexico history
... to see Pueblo land history as a whole" is echoed by other contributors.
Robert J. Rosenbaum and Robert W. Larson's essay on "Mexicano Resistance to the Expropriation of Grant Lands in New Mexico," describes the "long
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term skirmishing" by New Mexicans against those who deprived them of customary uses of the land. The authors discuss the maturation of resistance
movements from simple violence to the courtroom, and they direct future
scholars to study land expropriation as a primary cause of Mexicano unrest
in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Attorney-historian Malcolm Ebright
writes about "The Legal Background" of New Mexican land grants. He shows
that Hispanic settlers were victims of the "negative judicial climate of the U.S.
Supreme Court," and he argues, that under international law, these courts
should have adjudicated land grants "in the same manner that Spain or Mexico
would have done." Failing in this, the United States contributed to the multifaceted dilemma of land and water problems in the twentieth century.
Anthropologists John R. Van Ness, Charles L. Briggs, and Sylvia Rodriguez underscore other aspects of Hispanic land loss. Van Ness challenges the
thesis of Gary D. Libecap and George Alter, who have argued that "declining
agricultural productivity in Hispanic northern New Mexico was a result of
partible inheritance, ..." In fact, Van Ness argues, when one better understands New Mexico's "cultural ecology," it becomes apparent that the use of
small, dispersed fields "enhanced the Hispanic community's adaptation to the
environment." What doomed subsistence farming, Van Ness argues, was the
invasion of common lands by the U.s. Forest Service, thus depriving Hispanic
settlers of their traditional pastoral rights. Briggs then makes a compelling case
for adding oral history to the study of these issues. Warning that the interviewer
must be well prepared and properly versed in the'language and local customs,
Briggs concludes that oral history can also be used in the courtroom so long
as it bears directly on the legal questions deciding the case.
Rodriguez' essay, "Land, Water, and Ethnic Identity in Taos," might have
benefited from tighter editing. It is difficult to read because of the professional
jargon (primordial isolation, ecological niches, niche overlap, extralocal ethnopolitical settings, etc.), and because of the author's stylistic redundancies.
Still, it presents a fascinating discussion of the "Valdez Condo War" and suggests how the people of Taos might be able to survive future attempts by
developers to deprive them of their land.
All the essays containboth reference and explanatory footnotes, and most
have suggestions for future research. The maps are useful, and some are
superbly drawn by G. L. Coles. Overall, the book is a successful contribution
to land grant literature. The accent is more on land than water, but perhaps
the editors will address this subject more comprehensively in a later volume.
Daniel Tyler
Colorado State University

Hispanic Arizona, 1536-1856. By James E. Officer. (Tucson: University of Arizona
Press, 1987. xx + ;464 pp. Illustrations, maps, charts, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $45.00.)
In effect, a tightly cross-referenced biographical dictionary in narrative
form, this meticulous study by University of Arizona anthropologist and former
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Associate Commissioner of Indian Affairs James E. Officer chronicles the Hispanic families of Sonora's northern frontier,. especially that part of the Pimeria
Alta eventually detached from Mexico by terms" of the Gadsden Purchase,
annexed to the Territory of New Mexico, and finally, in 1863, incorporated in
the new Territory of Arizona.
But the title is misleading. The book does not offer three-century coverage.
Officer devotes only six pages to the two hundred years after 1536, mainly
because there were hardly any "Hispanics" to write about until the 1730s,
when the earliest recorded Spanish settlers put down roots in the Santa Cruz
Valley north of the present Mexican border. Because the author's interest is
the non-missionary population, he mentions every Arizonan's favorite Jesuit,
Father Eusebio Francisco Kino, only in passing. The story begins in earnest in
1752, the year non-missionaries founded a presidio at Tubac, the area's first
planned Hispanic community. They and their descendants during Spain's colonial rule merit more than sixty pages. Then, the remaining three-quarters of
the book, which might have suggested a more accurate title, illuminate-as
no previous book has-the Mexican. period, from independence in 1821 to
withdrawal of the last Mexican troops from Tucson in 1856.
As Officer demonstrates definitively, there is no separating the families,
Indian affairs, politics, economics, or settlement patterns of Hispanic Arizona
and Sonora along an artificial line drawn in the 1850s. His clarification of
Mexico's political convulsions, as reflected in Sonora's several competing capitals, and his detailed compilation of raids, campaigns, and treaties in the
endless Indian wars are further contributions.
Because the "pioneer Hispanic families of the Pimeria Alta" (p. 307) were
always so few, the author has come to know them intimately. He has reconstructed their kinship ties to a remarkable degree. If available sources-among
them church registers, censuses, musters, land grants, and memoirs-link an
Ortiz man and an Elias woman and reveal who their parents, children, grandchildren, cousins, and nieces and nephews were, Officer provides those vital
data in text or notes. By so doing, he demonstrates the historical continuity
of generation after generation of the frontier military elite, as well as some of
the humbler sorts, who stuck it out or returned to duty at Tubac and Tucson.
The book is a Hispanic genealogist's delight-and much more.
John L. Kessell
University of New Mexico

The Hasinais: Southern Caddoans as Seen by the Earliest Europeans. By Herbert
Eugene Bolton. Edited by Russell M. Magnaghi. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1987. xiv + 194 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index.
$19.95.)
Herbert Eugene Bolton will always be known for his pioneering work on
the Spanish Borderlands. It should therefore come as no surprise that his
interest in this region included native peoples. Not long after taking a post at
the University of Texas in 1901, Bolton was attracted to the Caddoan Indians,
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a highly successful collection of tribes who inhabited east Texas. Finding virtually no scholarship in existence on these people, Bolton began a study of.
the Hasinais, a major Caddoan group living in east-central Texas. His work
continued intermittently until 1950, just three years before his death. The
manuscript that he produced, and revised several times, became a part of his
papers, housed at the Bancroft Library. It is this original effort that Russell
Magnaghi has edited.
The Spanish began their mission effort in east Texas in 1690, after coming
to believe that the Caddoans of the region were extremely advanced socially
and economically and would be inclined to adopt Christianity. But the early
missions were abandoned three years later and reestablished only after the
French threat from Louisiana became apparent in 1716. Throughout the remainder of the eighteenth century, the Spanish had contact with the Caddoans,
and it is the manuscript sources derived from this contact, found in the United
States and Mexico, that Bolton uses as sources for his study.
Bolton's effort is anthropological rather than historical. His chapters concentrate on descriptions of Caddoan politics, housing, economic life, and religion. Such an organizational approach does show its age, limiting, for example,
Bolton's ability to deal with other surrounding tribal groups. Bolton is quick
to dismiss the Karankawa people living to the south of the Caddoans as cannibals, a misconception that is generally rejected today. Likewise, he demonstrates little if any understanding of marriage in the Caddoan communal
setting, arguing that "one would scarcely in a society'like that of the Hasinais
expect to find matrimony on a very high plane, judged by civilized standards"
(p. 87). Editor Magnaghi is conspicuous by his failure to at least tell the reader
that such information is outdated and inaccurate.
Yet the publication of Bolton's manuscript is welcome. Indeed, it is an
important addition to our understanding of the Caddoans previously available
only to patrons of the Bancroft Library. It should encourage more research on
these extraordinarily successful and interesting people.
Gary C. Anderson
Texas A&M University

Apalachee: The Land Between the Rivers. By John H. Hann. (Gainesville: University
of Florida Press, 1988. xiii + 450 pp. Maps, tables, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $36.00.)
John H. Hann's Apalachee: Land Between the Rivers is a historicalJarchaeological study of the Spanish Florida missions at Apalachee mainly between
1633, when the mission system was initiated in the region, and 1704, when it
was' destroyed. As a historical sites specialist at the San Luis Archaeologieal
and Historic Site in Tallahassee, Florida, Hann has apparently examined all
"readily-available" historical and archaeological documentation and secondary
literature in an effort to fulfill "the immediate need for a compilation of current
knowledge about the Apalachee Indians" (p. xi).
It is this somewhat limited ambition that creates difficulties for the book.
Rather than reading as a well-documented monograph for the specialist or as
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a broader treatment for the general public, the work reads more like a status
report or extended footnote. Having set himself a rather low bar to jump over,
the author predictably clears the bar only to land in something of a quagmireor perhaps a sinkhole.
Metaphors aside, the book appears to have more to say about methodology
than about the historical archaeology of the site. The reader is led through
document after document, often with pointed and effective criticism, as Hann
discusses such important matters as Apalachee economic life, acculturation
processes, conflict with the friars and Spanish soldiers, the role of the missions
in the larger Spanish Florida economic and political strategy, and the role of
rival Indian groups. What is missing, however, is a distillation of these processes, and even the specialist is left reeling after yet another extended discussion of weak or misinterpreted documentation.
The book succeeds as a compilation of existing knowledge and frequently
offers fascinating data on the details of everyday life and interaction among
the Indians and the Spaniards. Particularly interesting, for example, is Hann's
extended discussion of the Apalachee ball game, a complex ritual providing
secular, religious, and military functions which the friars were able to utilize
and modify in order to lure the Indians to Christianity.
Centered on the large site of San Luis de Talimali, the Apalachee missions
are a proper and vital topic for further research. As Hann points out, San Luis
was probably the most important single site after St. Augustine because it was
the location of a majority of Florida's missionized Indians in the latter half of
the seventeenth century. At this time, however, and by the author's own
admission, additional documentation of the missions is available at the P. K.
Yonge Library of Florida History and other repositories in the United States,
Mexico, Cuba, and Spain. The reviewer and reader are left to wonder why
such an important topic is presented in such a cumbersome and somewhat
premature form. As a result, the pearls are difficult to find among the shells.
D. Lome McWatters
Chapel Hill, North Carolina

Bourgmont: Explorer of the Missouri, 1698-1725. By Frank Norall. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1988. ix + 192 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $18.95.)
Etienne de Veniard, also known as Sieur de Bourgmont, is a shadowy
figure of western America, oft-mentioned in passing but rarely placed firmly
in historical context. Frank Norall has brought together about all that will be
known concerning this soldier, fur trader, outlaw, and gentleman from Normandy who was a leader in French expansion efforts in the trans-Mississippi
West.
In his youth Bourgmont left France bound for Canada where he enlisted
as a soldier. He subsequently saw service with some of the leading figures of
his day, and first became a figure of note in 1706 when he took command of
the French Fort Pontchartrain at Detroit during the absence of its normal
commander, the Sieur de Lamothe Cadillac. His post was soon under Indian
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siege and at the conclusion of hostilities, Bourgmont, fearing recriminations,
deserted and headed West.
With great capacity in dealing with various Indian groups, particularly
with the Missouris with whom he had a special affinity, Bourgmont became a
forerunner of more permanent French trade. While engaged in contacts with
native groups of the Missouri River basin, he became its first systematic explorer. This was followed by greater recognition of his talents and of his utility
in French interests. He was assigned by King Louis XV as personal envoy to
potentially hostile Indians who were blocking French expansion into the Great
Plains. This was part of a plan motivated in hopes of opening trade with
Spanish New Mexico, believed to be rich in gold and silver.
As a clever stratagem in carrying out his plains diplomacy, Bourgmont
made a well-known trip to Paris with some of his Indian associates. The visit
caused considerable stir in Parisian circles but seems not to have had any
permanent impact on French-Indian relations. But Bourgmont's astuteness as
showman and trader did win for him elevation to the nobility and the Cross
of Saint Louis.
This brief book is well worth having, not only for the sketch of Bourgmont's
life, but also because of the annotated translation of three lengthy documents
illustrative ofhis activities.
Donald C. Cutter
University of New Mexico

La Salle, the Mississippi, and the Gulf: Three Primary Documents. Edited by Robert
S. Weddle, with Mary Christine Morkovsky and Patricia Galloway. Translated
by Ann Linda Bell and Robert S. Weddle. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1987. x + 328 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, notes, bibliography,
index. $39.50.)

The La Salle expeditions, which came to a mysterious end in Texas three
centuries ago, continue to draw a steady share of scholarly attention, as does
Spain's response to this, the first French challenge since the 1560s to her control
of the Gulf of Mexico or the Gulf Stream. In recent years the field has been
tilled by Robert Weddle, with Wilderness Manhunt: The Spanish Search for La Salle
(1973) and Spanish Sea: The Gulf of Mexico in North American Discovery, 1500-1685
(1985), and Patricia Galloway, whose original assessment of the known "Sources
for the La Salle Expedition of 1682" appeared in Galloway, ed., La Salle and His
Legacy: Frenchmen and Indians in the Lower Mississippi Valley (1982).
In La Salle, the Mississippi, and the Gulf, Weddle collaborates \oVith Galloway
and five other scholars to present four (not three) important 'and little known
documents: a relation by the engineer Minet, who was with La Salle on the
voyage down the Mississippi in 1682; a journal .the same Minet kept of his
voyage to the Gulf of Mexico in 1685 on the loly; a diary that Spanish pilot
Juan Enriquez Barroto kept on his daring 1687 circumnavigation of the Gulf
in piraguas, the 'only craft small enough for charting shallow waters; and an
interrogation of the two Talon brothers, who as children survived the massacre
at Fort Saint-Louis to live for years among the Texas Indians.

394

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JULY 1989

The documents are set like jewels, with illustrations, introductions, and
notes of exceptional quality, as are the Bell translations from the French and
the three specialist commentaries on the Talon interrogations: Mardith K. Schuetz'
for ethnological data; Del Weniger's for natural history; and Rudolph C. Troike's
for Karankawa linguistics. Galloway, with a background in comparative literature, handles ethnography with equal grace and assurance. Weddle is an
expert guide to Gulf waters and to the terra firma from Texas to the Mississippi.
While the volume promises to be useful to both French and Spanish colonial historians, the latter are likely to find some fault with it. Translations
from the Spanish exhibit minor errors: "dlagas" should have been read as "Juilagas," meaning cajoleries (p. 174); "rio dulce" is the common term for a freshwater river on a barrier island coast (p. 177); any Sunday is a day of "comuni6n"
(p. 190). In the partisan tradition of Francis Parkman, Weddle labels a Spanish
trading vessel "something closely akin to a pirate ship" for harassing French
and English buccaneers in Spanish waters (p. 130).
In this handsomely designed book the reader must remain alert for the
kind of typographical error that identifies the Wacasassa Bay as the "Wacassa"
(p. 197) or transposes a date. More serious are the ambiguities of attribution.
The dust jacket in one place gives Morkovsky and Galloway associate editorial
status with Weddle and in another place, equal. Morkovsky's editorial function
remains unclear. Finally, the table of contents assigns no credit for annotations,
obscuring the fact that the valuable notes to Minet's journal are by Weddle.
Amy Bushnell
University of South Alabama

Book Notes

The Royal City. By Les Savage, Jr. (Santa Fe: Friends-of-the-Palace Press,
Museum of New Mexico Foundation, 1988. 381 pp. $9.95 paper.) This
1956 novel, telling the story of the Spanish defeat and retreat during
the Pueblo Revolt of 1680, has been reprinted by the Friends-of-thePalace as a funq-raiser for the Palace of the Governors. Copies are
available from the Palace of the Governors, P.O. Box 9312, Santa Fe,
New Mexico 87504-9312.
The Human Body and Ideology: Concepts of the Ancient Nahuas. By Alfredo
L6pez Austin. Translated by Thelma Ortiz de Montellano and Bernard
Ortiz de Montellano. (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 1988.
Vol. I: xiv + 449 pp. Illustrations, charts, notes. Vol. II: vi + 315 pp.
Tables, appendixes, notes, bibliography. $65.00, both volumes). These
two volumes describe the Aztec concept of the body, the processes for
its care, and how they felt organic equilibrium was lost. The Aztecs
conceived the universe as a projection of the human body, and these
books are valuable reading for those interested in the complicated cosmological thought of the Aztecs.
Cave of the Jagua: The Mythological World of the Tainos. By Antonio M.
Stevens-Arroyo. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1989.
xiii + 282 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, tables, bibliography, index.
$27.50.)
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Political Essay on the Kingdom of New Spain. By Alexander von Humboldt.
Edited by Mary Maples Dunn. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1988. x + 243 pp. Map, table, notes, bibliography. $9.95 paper.)
Mexico: A History. By Robert Ryal Miller. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1989. xiv + 414 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, appendix,
bibliography, index. $12.95 paper.)
Gringos in Mexico. Edited by Edward Simmen. (Fort Worth: Texas Christian University Press, 1988. Iviii + 390 pp. Illustrations, $13.95 paper.)
This anthology presents an array of American short stories concerning
Mexico. Authors include Stephen Crane, John Reed, Jack London, John
Graves, Margaret Shedd, and Dorothy Tefft.
The San Saba Mission: Spanish Pivot in Texas. By Robert S. Weddle. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1988. xiii + 238 pp. Maps, notes, bibliography, index. $8.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1964 edition.
From Peones to Politicos: Class and Ethnicity in a South Texas Town, 19001987. By Douglas E. Foley, Clarke Mota, Donald E. Post, and Ignacio
Lozano. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1988. xvii + 318 pp. Tables,
appendix, notes, index. $32.50 cloth, $12.95 paper.) Revised and en.
larged edition of the 1977 work.
Archival Collections in the University of Texas at El Paso Library. Vol. 1. By
S. H. Bud Newman. (El Paso: University of Texas at El Paso Library,
1988. 66 pp. Index. $5.00 paper.)
Cartographic Sources in the Rosenberg Library. Compiled by Henry G.
Taliaferro. Edited by Jane A. Kenamore and Uli Haller. (College Station:
Texas A&M University Press, 1988. xiii + 234 pp. Maps, notes, bibliography, index. $32.50.) More than 550 maps are described in this
guide. Henry Taliaferro's introduction traces the early cartography along
the Texas coastline and evaluates the importance of various documents.
Mammals of the Intermountain West. By Samuel 1. Zeveloff. (Salt Lake
City: University of Utah Press, 1988. xvii + 365 pp. Illustrations, maps,
bibliography, index. $40.00 cloth, $19.95 paper.) This comprehensive
field guide to native mammals contains descriptions, range maps, a
checklist, and illustrations by famed wildlife artist Farrell Collett.
The Coyote: Defiant Songdog of the West. By Francois Leydet. (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1988.224 pp. Illustrations, appendixes,
bibliography, index. $19.95 cloth, $8.95 paper.) Revised and updated
edition of the book first published in 1977. Illustrations by Lewis E.
Jones.

News Notes

A number of awards were presented during the Historical Society of
New Mexico's annual conference held in Socorro in April, including
two awards for work in historic preservation. Holm O. Bursum, Jr.,
and Karl and Marie Wuersching received L. Bradford Prince Awards,
Bursum for restoration of the Garcia Opera House in Socorro, and the
Wuerschings for preservation and publication in local history.
Receiving Gaspar de Villagra awards were University of New Mexicoprofessors Marta Weigle and Peter T. White for their book, Lore of
New Mexico (1988), and Carl D. Sheppard for his book, Creator of the
Santa Fe Style: Isaac Hamilton Rapp, Architect (1988). Susan and Calvin
Roberts received the Dorothy Woodward Award for long years devoted
to teaching and writing in New Mexico, and John P. Conron, editor,
and Carleen Lazzell, associate editor, accepted the Lansing B. Bloom
Award for publication of New Mexico Architecture, official magazine of
the New MexiCo Society of Architects, A.LA.
.
Also during the Socorro conference John P. Wilson of Las Cruces
was presented with the Gilberto Espinosa Award for his article, "How
the Settlers Farmed: Hispanic Villages and Irrigation Systems in Early
Sierra County, 1850-1900," which appeared in the October 1988 issue
of the New Mexico Historical Review. The Espinosa prize is made annually
for the best article appearing in the magazine during ·the previous
calendar year.
.
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Wilson also has been named author of the year by the Friends of
the Las Cruces Public Library for his book, Merchants, Guns, and Money:
The Story of Lincoln County and Its Wars (1987). Wilson heads a private
historical consulting firm, Archeological and Historical Research of Las
Cruces, and holds a doctorate in anthropology from Harvard University.
The Historical Society of New Mexico will hold its annual meeting
jointly with the Arizona Historical Society next year in Santa Fe. The
Santa Fe Hilton will serve as conference headquarters April 25-29, 1990.
For information regarding sessions, presentation of papers, and other
arrangements write to conference coordinator Charles Bennett, Box
2087, Museum of New Mexico, Palace ofthe Governors, Santa Fe, New
Mexico 87504-2087 or call (505) 827-6476.
Albert L. Hurtado of Arizona State University has received the
1989 Ray Allen Billington Prize from the Organization of American
Historians for his 1988 book published by Yale University Press titled

Indian Survival on the California Frontier. Hurtado's book traces the relations between California's Indians and Spanish, Mexican, and American settlers from the time of first contact to the gold rush era. Employing
methodologies and sources used by ethnohistorians, anthropologists,
and family and social historians, Hurtado's study has proven pathbreaking in research, approach, and content. The Billington Prize is
awarded biennially to the best book in American frontier history. Previous winners have been Paul Andrew Hutton (1987), Francis Paul
Prucha (1985), David J. Weber (1983), and John D. Unruh, Jr. (1981).
Charles E. Rankin, associate editor of this journal, has received
the Dorothy Woodward Fellowship from the Department of History,
University of New Mexico. The Woodward Fellowship is funded by a
bequest made to the university's history department in honor of the
late Dorothy Woodward, a distinguished former faculty member. The
fellowship is designed to provide, from time to time, resources in
support of a dissertation project to advanced graduate students in
Southwest and Borderlands history. Rankin's study will consider journalism as an institution in the Rocky Mountain West, including the
Southwest.
In addition to the Woodward Fellowship, Rankin, along with Larry
. D. Ball, has been awarded a fellowship from the Henry E. Huntington
Library in San Marino, California. Rankin accepted appointment as
the Fletcher Jones Fellow for one month's residence at the Huntington
this year. Ball, whose dissertation project considers the frontier military
from 1848 to 1861, accepted appointment as the W. M. Keck Foundation
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Fellow for two months' residence at the Huntington. Ball also received
the Dorothy Woodward Fellowship last year for his work on the frontier
military in the Southwest.
Robert Boyd and Peter J. Richerson have been named winners of
the J. 1. Staley Prize for outstanding scholarship in anthropology for
their book, Culture and the Evolutionary Process (1985). Offered by the
School of American Research in Santa Fe, the $5,000 Staley Prize is the
largest existing award in anthropology. The winning book was selected
from among thirty-five works nominated nationwide by anthropologists.
Ruby L. Molinar, editorial assistant with this magazine, has been
named a Gilbert G. Pompa Memorial Scholar and will receive a $1,000
award from the National Hispanic Scholarship Fund. Molinar, a criminal justice major in the University of New Mexico, received the award
for general scholastic and community achievement.
The Texas State Historical Association also honored several individuals recently for their work in southwestern history during the
organization's annual conference in Lubbock. J'Nell L. Pate of Tarrant
County Junior College received the Tullis Prize for her book, Livestock
Legacy: The Fort Worth Stockyards, 1887-1987 (1988), while Robert Weddle
won the Bates Award for LaSalle, the Mississippi, and the Gulf: Three
Primary Documents (1987), which he translated and edited with PatriCia
Galloway and Ann Linda Belle. Carole E. Christian, a graduate student
in Texas A&M University, won the Carroll Award for best article in the
Southwestern Historical Quarterly for 1988, and Sally Calallen of Corpus
Christi won the Leadership in Education Award for her work as teacher
and local historian.
A two-day symposium on preserving religious architecture in Mexico and the ?outhwest will be held at the College of Architecture at
Texas Tech University in Lubbock, Texas, November 2-3. The symposium will feature presentations from a number of nationally and
regionally known speakers and will focus on the social importance of
religious buildings, support programs, documentation of historic structures, and techniques for restoration. For information, contact Sally
Abbe at the College of Architecture, Box 4140, Texas Tech University,
Lubbock, Texas 79409 or call (806) 762-6411.
The history department in the University of Nebraska, Omaha,
has issued a call for papers on any field of history to be presented
during the Missouri Valley History Conference, March 8-10, 1990.
Those interested in submitting proposals" which should include an
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abstract and vitae, or in serving as commentators or moderators, are
urged to write Jerold Simmons, program coordinator, Department of
History, University of Nebraska, Omaha, Nebraska 69182.
Approximately 340 acres of the Zuni Reservation in western New
Mexico is to become the first national park located entirely on Indian
land, thanks to recently passed legislation. A Zuni advisory commission will be established to work with the National Park Service to
develop leasing and management arrangements for the Zuni-Cibola
National Park.
An effort to restore the historic Montezuma Hotel near Las Vegas
for use by the United World Collegehas fallen short, and the structure
is up for sale. Built in 1886 by the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe
Railway Company to attract tourists to tre Las Vegas hot springs, the
hotel is in need of extensive renovation.
An exhibit titled "The Pueblo Revival Architecture of John Gaw
Meem"will open at the Albuquerque Museum on August 13. Examining Meem's contributions to southwestern architecture from 1920 to
1970, the exhibit will include photographs of Meem's projects by Ansel
Adams, Laura Gilpin, and other prominent photographers.
The Taos County Historical Society elected a new slate of officers
during its annual meeting in Taos in February. Elected were: Charlotte
Graebner, president; Curtis Anderson, vice-president; Sadie Knight,
secretary; and Dora Atkins, treasurer.
The New Mexico Library Association has released its "Books on
Review from New Mexico," a recommended listing for elementary and
secondary students. The list also is a means for recognizing small
presses of the Southwest. For information, write Dorothy Kaler, care
of Goddard High School, Roswell, New Mexico 88202.

